ed by Mr. Hiram Martin and two asheries were in operation. Mr. Win,
Wachsmuth, Mr. Jas. Nicol, Mr. Joshua Bowman and others came and

started in business,  Wm, Ellis, Mathins Kieffer, Conrad Rau, Henry
Voelker, Brock Markle and Geo, Vogt were amongst the landlords of

the various hotels

The Elmira monthly Fair day was instituted and has kept its pres
tige ever since

The usual ups and downs of business-life. were encounteraed, never

theless, the village gained in beauty and solidity and reached the per

Elmira House erected in 1861

iod which is sely identified with some of the business-an
prises of which the following pages are in o mensure des

Elmira still was part of Woolwich and as such received only its
percentage of the levied taxes.  Tmprovements such as a growing vil
lage demands, could not be made with the funds availabl any nee
essary outlays such as the building of sidewalks, ete., were paid by pri
vate subseription A five hall and engine  the only fire-protection El
mira has to-day — were secured with funds eaised in this manner

In the year ISSG, after it had become painfully evident that Elmira

mter

Fire Hall

stood in need of improvements, which it was impossible to obtain as
part of the municipality of Woolwich Township, an effort was made to
incorporate the village. This was successfull accomplished.  The lim
its were defin the charter obtained in December, 13
municipal officers were elocted
Blatz, John Ruppel, Henry
Mr. John H. Ruppel was appoint
urer loth have held their offi
Mr. D Levan, The Board of H

Loand the first
These were: John Ratz, Reeve: August
Winger and Henry Dunke, Councill
1 Clerk and Mr. Jacob Dunke, Ty
s to this day. The first Assessor was
th consisted of Messrs, Chas, Klinek

Fair-Day Scene

Jo B Winger, R Jackson and the Reeve and Clerk, while Dr. Walmsley
wias Medieal Health Officer and Mr. Renben Winger, Constable
The population consisted of 760 souls and the total assessment
amounted to S8T000. At the ti of writing (1903) the assessment
amounts to S33000 and the population to 1350, The tax rate wis then
all told, 8 mills in the dollar. Now it is 130 mills,  This is a very low
rate consideri the number and extent of the improvements made
and II..- nid give n to manufacturing indastries
Three years after incorporation (IS8 a bonus of 10,000 was grant




