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iiDt noed an wide a pnssaee ax one laying a large egg. Tlio distance l)etweeii the

uvo pelvic bones and also the distance between the pelvics and the keel will be

governed by this factor.

A. B.

Note the well-balanceil form of A as comitared with the badly halanced form of B, which
also shows a l)adly cilt-up breast.

Therefore, unless the hen is hi full lay or the male at its highest breeding point,

the distonce between these bones Is never at its greatest, for the opening and

eioslng-up of these bones depends on the deveiopnu'iit of the reproductive system.

Hence, the longer, wider, deeper, and broader the l)ody. the greater the development

of the oviduct or reproductive system. The numl)er of eggs, however, sucii a bird

will liiy depends on the fowls' breeding and the size of eggs.

III. QU.XLITV.

Probably the most Important [mint, all otiicr things licitig equal. In breeding

stock to keep np .gg iiroduction is iiuality.

Quality denotes all the good (h!irn<'teristi(s of both dairy cows as well as i'i;g-

iaying hens.

if a fowl is not of gi«)d quality, she will be a poor layer. If a male of good

qnality and good bree<ling were mated to p(H)r quality, coarse females, the resnlts

would lnv;uialily be noticed in the majority of the first jirogeny of the mating.

Quality is indicated by tiic evenness and silliy te.\tin-e of the s<a!es on the leg: by

the fairly compact glossy plumage; the tine silliy texture of tlie comb, wattles, and

lobes; and. further, the freedom from gristle or cartilage atf.i' liment to the straight

pelvic bone. The pelvic iMine itself should not be small, i'nllets are. of course,

smaller-boned than hens. One usui'lly finds a very thin Ijone or. the leg of the bird

that has a needie-|)olnted iK'lvic bone. We advise one to breed from birds with

pelvic bones comparative In size with the bone on the leg. lint clean and free of

gristle or cartilage when the bird Is laying. Fat will be fiuiiid on the jielvic Ikiiics

of old hens, esiieciaily if they are in line coiKiilimi before liii'y ixime into iayhig.

From experiences of many others besides the writer, we can definitely slate that

cartilage and gri'ntle are the things to beware of in breeding, but that 'irH|,er the

stoutness or strength of bone as shown by the width nor tlie fat attach. t to tUe


