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colonial power. It gave England the control of
the seas and the mastery of North America and
India, made her the first of commercial nations,
and prepared that vast colonial system that has
planted new Englands in every quarter of the
globe. And while it made England what she is,

it supplied to the United States the mdispensar
ble condition of their greatness, if not of their
national existence.

Before entering on the story of the great con-
test, we will look at the parties to it on both sides

of the Atlantic.


