je very systems which they strive to
e in formsa hund:red times more vi-

the North also-, aVe choices to make. It is the man-
br in which we harmomze our ch01ces and relate our
or1t1es so  that what is important to us is also viewed

byCanadlans ‘that wrll guide and influ-

The task of rede51gn1ng and redlrectlng a people s

fe towards growth in dignity is, of course, primarily a

omestic respon51b111ty President J.R. Jayewardene of

i Lanka told the ﬁrst meetmg of the Group of 7 7 at
giers in'1967; ;

0 he p ourselves We must as far as

pos51b ; by ur own: eﬁ:'orts, develop our own econo-
mies to secure the maximum benefits for our people
from our own resources.
also be equitably dlstrlbuted so that the standard of
living.of our people increases, brlngmg benefits not
to a few, but to many. "

In seeking to fulfil this task, every country galns
om international understanding, international sup-
ort and an international policy environment which is
oth benign and realistic. The world’s “development
mmunity” therefore has an important contribution

make in defining and influencing the destinies of
eoples in developing countries, whether in Sri Lanka,

sia or elsewhere, and in understand_lng our hopes and
plratrons S

To think of development only in terms of theory, to
ink of development only in the realm of ideas is dan-
erous and. unrealistic. A brilliant performance by the
nancial managers of developing countries in ‘manag-
g their economies and showing projections of growth
ight win them high praise from international agen-
es, but such ‘a performance is meaningless unless its
mpact on the human condition is both positive and
nglble The estabhshment of a high internal raté of
turn'on an.irrig 't"on pro_]ect brings happmess and a

. the national income must )

Wlnle in- he developed West the fundamental

~ rights to worship, to move, and to publish are very real = -
-and constltutlonally entrenched, in the Third World
those fundamental rights take second place to another = =
~ fundamental nght — freedom from hunger. Thisisnot -

a right that can be entrenched by experts who may be :

reacting to crisis management.

Former U.S. President Gerald Ford once said that -
he expects the average age of an American towards the -
end of‘the century to be 70, principally because of bet- .
ter food, v1tam1ns recreatlon and all manner of: thmgs R
which will sustain and develop the human being physi- -
cally and emotionally. The very same vision of the next -~
century, we are told, spells-gloom for the Third- World St
Former World Bank President Robert McNamara has - f
said that he sees the Third World going through the,
untold hardship of mass hunger and deprivation in the - = -

years to come. Two billion people, a little more than-.
half the population of the world, live in the hundred
poorest nations of the world. ThlS is a factor whlch
haunts our generation.

Gotama the Buddha, whose teachings or Dhamma
continue to inspire, influence, or .condition much- of
Asia, set the goal of “Right to livelihood’ before his fol-
lowers. The phrase is rich in meaning, carrying over-
tones that apply equally to philosophy as to economics. -
It requires, for instance, that men and women must be

"given the fullest opportunity to use, nurture, and im- .

prove their creative faculties; that they should be as-
sisted to conquer egocentricity by working coopera- -

-tively with others in society for the attainment of

common tasks; that their endeavours ought to:be di-
rected at producing a quantity of goods and services ca-
pable of meeting society’s real needs; and that balance

- must be achieved between opportunity, performance,

need and acquisition. Great powers of analysis are not
required to demonstrate that these economic and social”
implications of a teacher-philosopher’s creed anticipat-
ed, by several generations, questions such as “basic -
needs” and productivity of growth versus social jus--
tice”, which some of today’s international agencies con-

) 51der inventions of their own.

~To some, ‘Right to.livelihood’ might seem an unat-
tainable ideal. Historical research has established,
howeve/'r, that the ideal was indeed reached, and as a
matter of everyday living, in Asia’s past. “Shramada-
na” (or productive self-help) and “gotong royong” are

being revived in South and Southeast Asia today. They »
are being revived not as experimental oddities but as '

. parts of deeply-rooted social and economic tradition. -
The revival of the internal, social and economic dy- -

namism of the past, while. overcoming thée domestic
and international inequities of the present and plan-

ning for the creative possibilities of the future, is a - o




