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Mr. Murdock referred to critiel
passed by Mr. Meighen and some
his colleagues because no definite ae-
tion had been tdken under the com<:
bines investigation act passed by the

& session pre-|

¥

Senate had held, that a complaint
against any alleged combine, monop-
oly, trust or merger should eman-
ate from reputable citizens and placed
over their sighatures. Up to the last
gession no citizen had taken such
action.

Change Has Come.

He was glad that this story was
going to be changed, he said, refer-
ring to a newspaper report of the
{arrest of a manager of a Vancouver
{ concern for fraud and for several
violations of the act. Mr. Murdock
| explained that a few weeks ago the
| government received from some fruit
| producers in British Columbia a
declaration intimating that a com-
| bine existed among distributors of
fruit and similar products. A com-
missioner who had been investigat-
ing had found that in the disposition
of one carload of fruit over $300 was
“4vithheld from the producer§, to whom
false statements had been given.
Books were padded and other evi-
dence had been already secured to
show, even before the investigation
was over, a most serious and deplor-
able situation.

“What has been undertaken in
that respect could be undertaken in |
certain other things in my judgment,”
gaid the minister of labor. People |
might ask him why he did not initiate |
a complaint, but he again emphasized |
that any charges must come from the
citizens, and he assured his audience
that when any complaints were re-
ceived they would be thoroughly in-
vestigated,

‘HON. G. P. GRAHAM.

“The government has one object in
view, an@l that is to endeavor to get
Canada. 0 more to the place of
success and contentment that she oc-
cupied before the war,” declared Hon
|G, P. Graham, minister of railways.
The situation, he said, was not alarm-
ing, though it was not as bright as
during the Laurier regime. But
since that time there had been a war
and a lot of bad government, and a

ry could not thrive under 4
» wvils.
! “We 'have nothing to %end as @&
governmewt,” he. said. “We dre not
_ here tg/ beast, but to speak in con-
fidend& @asyto what has been done as
to the ‘progress under a government
that stands for the rights of the
| people.”
Speaks on Finances.
} Dealing  briefly = with ‘'anada’s
finaheial position Mr. Graham, showed
that while in #922-1923 the bonded
| indebtedness of the munieipalities of

Canada had increased $56,000,000, and
while in 1923-1924 the nded in-
debtedness of the pro gxes had fn-
gﬁa $51,000,000, ‘the -debt of
a had been reduced $34,000,000
and the budge beeri*Balanced.
Again, w , Oa 4
ce€ded it§" indebtedns
“Anyouié who takes a pé
| to’ the future. .of
to, move ['to , son
| Canada which' 48 not of
| The railways were purchas ¢
this government camse 'into power. It
was our business to underfy
straightén it out as well a;
The minister was optimist
the course of time the C
tional Railways would be v
He declared that when' the \system |
was taken over from thé managgment
of Mr. Hanna it was not a ndtional
|system except on the billboards.
| Speaking of the’ appointment of
| Sir Henry Thornton, Mr. Graham
| said the goverhment found that the|
|G. T. R. was strongly opposed to the
| Canadian Northern; and if one of the
{heads of those systems had been ap-
| pointed to manage the unified system|
{ there would have been trouble Sir
| Henry Thornton had brought about
co-ordination and harmony, and he
was one to whom no one could take
| exception. Although having Dbeen|
born in the U.S., and receiving his
training on the great Pennsylvania
road, he had managed a large rail-
way in England, and was a natural- |
ized British ject. “Those  who
didn't want a broken-down Canadian |
{ didn't get him. Those who didn't |
want a Yankee didn't get him. But
those who wanted a Britisher got
him.” s
Put In Revenue,

Mr. Graham admitted that the sur-
| plus of last year would not be seen
| this. year., Owing to the bad wheat
| crop and the fact that this was elec-
| tion year in the States, it had been a
| bad time for freight. However, the |
| road was being managed well, and he |

appealed for a square deal for the
qpeople's road. They were admitted-
|ly giving a vastly improved service.

| " Mr. Meighen ‘had been amusing
} himewnting funny at his own
exppense, . telling the people that
the railway system of bookkeeping in
regard to. loans had been' changed.
Mr. Graham vigorously denied Mr.
Meighen'g glaim that these loans
should b8 added to the public debt.
The reason the government guaran-
teed these loans was because the
railways cpuld thereby borrow at a
cheaper {;te. Not one dollar of the’
170 ~milliéns guaranteed by Mr.
| Meighen and his assoclates from 1911 |
to 1921 was charged to the public
debt;gaid Mr. Graham, turning the
tables on the ppposition leader."

The only time it could be charged
to the publiedebt would be when the
railways fell down. But we believe
they will be a sSuccess if the people
j&ive them a chance. 2
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