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a fresh relief.

1 remember, whan Mdnmumrm of working,
Fyou mt..lcmd that jou would nesitate to attempt a portrait unless
you hadl thae subject where sittings could bde afforded over a consideradle
pariod cf Clme. I fear it will not bd possible for me ever %o arrange
to nuve wy mother with me in New York for any longth of time. Besides,
with the wany voligations I have to consider, I would mot fsol Justified
in giviug o commission for another portrait. I imagine, too, that ym
yourself would hardly be agrecable to attempting anything except what
was wholly in the nature of orfginal work. At the sams time, it has
occurrad o we that possidly you would not be averse Lo advising me
as to whelber, possessing the ‘first state” and the bronze relisf, I
could hope Lo have elther of them made the basis of work by another,
and whom it wighi Do well to consult in this conmection. So far as
the forehead, eyes, amd nose, and part of the lips are conserned,
meither the plaster nor the Lronze could be better than they are. It
is the chin und neck waich need sitering. Were these 1dealized, with
& ¢ue regard to the rest of the face remaining as it is, I think the
portraltl would be at least pleasing and in essemtials true. Fhat
would you suggest? 1 should be more taan grateful 1f you could spare
the time Lo drop me 2 line; but vlease do not do this if it involves
any saerifice ¢f more than & part of your leisare moments.

I enclose a little photo of a painting of =y mother, and
photographs of tae plaster and bronse, that you may have theso before
you in considering this letter. I am sure you will anderstand, in

looking at the photographs, why I =am anxious, if it is poesidlo to
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