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Softwear
stiffens up

By NIGEL TURNER
Computers are playing an ever-

increasing role in our liyes. Some of

the social issues surrounding this
development were discussed in
Microcomputers Encounters II, a
conference held in York's Burton
Auditorium last weekend.
Guest speakers included David
Humphries, Dr. Ronald Bordessa,
. Jay Ingram, Gary Cwitco, and H.
lan MacDonald. The two day show
also featured a display of current
microcomputer technology—manu-
facturers demostrated their software
to the 200 people in attendance.
David Humphries, freelance wri-
ter and lecturer at Ryerson, opened
the conference with what was billed

as a discussion on the rising levels of

computer literacy. His message was
that because of the rapid increase in

the quality of software (programs:

and languages) and hardware (the
actual machines), a new, much
higher standard of computer literacy
will be needed.

Keynote speaker, Donald Cowan,
a computer science professor at
Waterloo and a researcher in com-
puter communications, discussed
*Learning to live with computers.”
He sighted the one-millionth reduct-
ion in size and the one-thousandth
reduction in price as a cause for
concern. As he said, “*people are the
most expensive commodity, and the
machines are cheap.”

But “we are in an information
age,” and the trend will accelerate.

The remainder of his speech dealt
with how University of Waterloo
organized their microcomputer net.

The final ‘part of the conference
was a forum, “*‘Computer—Friend
or Foe.” The panel consisted of
moderator Jay Ingram, host of
quirks and Quarks; Gary Cwitco,
from Communication Workers of
Canada; H. Ian MacDonald, presi-
dent of York University; and David
Humphries, sitting in for Jane
Armstrong and Dr. A.J. Cordell.

Humpbhries stated they were not a
foe but can be used badiy. For
instance, if implemented in a well-
managed company, it will help the
company. If implemented in a
poorly-managed company it might
speed their decline.

He said he is concerned about
laid-off workers and how they will
cope with their redundancy. Areas
where computers are implemented
are characterized by high efficiency
and high, unemployment.

Gary Cwitco talked about the
altered life of telephone operators
since the advent of the computer$.
He said they used to enjoy their
work, taking pride in the speed with
.which they could operate. He said
now their’'s is one of the most
stressful jobs around.

MacDonald’s talk concentrated
on the role of education in retraining
workers. He said that humans are
still in control over technology and
in general, he expressed optimism
about the future.
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ST. PAUL’S SQUARE 121 AVENUE ROAD
(Avenue Road south of Davenport Road)
RESERVATIONS 968-3585

Career day to be held

By LILY CONTENRO

An initiative has been taken by the
career and student employment
centres to provide undergraduate
and graduating students, from the
York and Glendon campuses, with
the opportunity to become more
familiar with career planning.

Career Day, which will be held on
October 5 in Central Square, is
sponsored by the Council of the
York Student Federation (CYSF), the
office of the Vice President in charge
of student relations, and several
employers from major companies.

Representatives from the Econo-

mics Student Association and the
Committee of the International
Association of Economics and
Commerce students will also contri-
bute.

In an effort to promote their
companies, employers from various
industrial sectors such as communi-
cation, advertising, social services,
banking, and insurance will be
available to students concerned
about future employment.

Dorothy Becker, coordinator of
Career Centre, advises interested
students ‘‘to talk as professionally as
possible with employers™ in order to

make *‘impressive’” contacts and to
establish *‘a first good impression
with them.”

Terri Farkas, coordinator of
Career Centre, asserts that “career
day is planned to assist students to
explore company profiles, obtain job .
information, and discuss career
opportunities with a variety of
employers from various industries.”

Becker said she is confident about
Career Day’s success. “Last year
when the event took place for the
first time, more students than
expected consulted the employers,”
she said.
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Got a news tip?

Let us know. Excalibur news:

667-3201
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Dr. Arthur Train
Dentist
is pleased to announce

Dr. Alex Pister

will be
joining his practice as an

associate for the practice oi
rENERAl FAMILY DENTISTRY

HOURS:
Mon.-Wed. 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Thurs. 9:00 am to 9:00 pm
Fri. 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Sat. 9:00 am to 5:00 pm

75 Four Winds Dr.
University City Plaza
Downsview, Ontario

For Appointment
Call 661-4888

ALSO SUEDE AND LEATHER PANTS, VESTS AND JACKETS

ALL TOP QUALITY LEATHER MADE TO MEASURE
CRESTING DESIGN DONE ON PREMISES

BEAUTIFUL CHENILLE CRESTS MADE ON PREMISES

NO DELAYS

JUST FAST, PERSONAL
SERVICE FROM ONE
OF CANADA’S LEADING
LEATHER GARMENT
MANUFACTURERS.

NO MIDDLEMAN

461-4650

68 BROADVIEW AVE , 2nd. FLOOR. TORONTO. ONT
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uncommonly smooth.

Our own iron-free water
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London Liege World's Fair ~ Amsterdam
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Jack Daniel Distillery. Named a National Historic Place by the United States Government

AT THE JACK DANIEL DISTILLERY, we
have everything we need to make our whiskey

We have daily deliveries of the very
finest grain American farmers can
grow. A stream of pure,

iron-free water (ideal
WS for whiskey-making)
% flowing close by our

4i . door And a unique
way of smoothing out
whiskey by ﬁltcnng /
it for days through ten feet of finely- |
packed charcoal. Thanks to all these
things—and some others too—we
predict a pleasurable moment whc n
you discover the smooth-sippin’
rareness of Jack Daniel's Tennessee,

1t you'd like a booklet about Jack Daniel's Whiskey. write us a letter here in Lynchburg Tennessee 37352, US A

\\DAN//,H

nL(‘ TiMe

Star of Excellence |
Ghent Brussels
1913 1954

Disarmament Movement

rime: Sat Oct. 1 8pm

the Cruwise Rally

The October 22nd Campaign Presents

RUDOLF BAHRO

A major theoretician of the West German Green Party, and a member of its National
Executive Committee, Bahro is also a leading figure

Speaking On

PROSPECTS FOR THE
MOVEMENT: OCTOBER 22nd AND BEYOND

Faculty of Ed. Auditorium
371 Bloor St West (between Spadina & Huron)

Donations: $4.00 in advance, $5.00 at door, $3.00 unemployed
(Tickets at Candis SCM Bookroom, DEC)

All proceeds will go directly to support the campaign to build the October 22nd Reluse

in the European Nuclear

INTERNATIONAL PEACE




