
..,REFLECTIONS'
BY STAFF WRITERS.

'rHERE have been some disgraceful scenes in the
A ouse of Connnons at Ottawa, and disgraceîil

scenes are Iikely to occur again. Where mnen of strong
opinions, keen lilces and disilies, of opposing party ai-
S]ýANDERBUND filiations meet, there is always the

M E H ~D ~ possibiity of an outburst whenMETRODS blood grows hot. Nevertheles s,
that scene on February î9th is likely to hold the recorrd
for sone tiue to corne..

The outburst was flot entirely unexpected. In the
Canadian Courier af January i2th, a writer chronicled
the report that Mr. Fowler had served notice on the
Government that if lie were troubled in the flouse about
his land transactions, he would retaliate by disclosures
concerning private acts of the Ministers. That writer
was apparently well iniornied.. Mr. Fowler was, it is
equally apparent, waiting for an oppartunity to throw
bis glove an the floor of the flouse. Rie threw it and it
-made quite a crack.

Throughout the whole of. the present session.' the
slanderbun{l las been praininfent in the corridors of Par-
liament and in the principal hotels, of the Capital. Ail
sorts af salacious stories have been whispered from ear
to ear, and Ottawa, even Ottawa,, was stirreri with the
exhlarating gossip. Satan finds plenty of muisehief for
idie handa, and there have been rnany idie liands and
tangues in Ottawa this session. There are no0 large
questions before the flouse, and the average mnember lias
a surplus af tinie and energy. Having littie else ta do,
he lias cîrculated &tories about hi& fellow-mnember-on
the other sicle-witli a diligence whîch wo uld have ineant
inucli for the country had it been constxuctively directed.

The situation is bath lamentable and absurd. Scandai-
mongering is nat even good politics. Certainly the
flouse ai Counions is not the place for the airing of
private scandaIs. The House should be concerned only
with the public acts ai its niembers and their relation ta
the national 111e and ' weil-beiug. Tfo turu Hansard
into a Canadiani edition ai "Reynoldis Weekly", would
be ta mnake Canada a laughing stock auîong tlie nations.
There are ather tribunal3 where the private lives oi
ininisters and inembers are passed upon, and the
decisions mnay safely be left ta thein.

Canadla wants lier inenibers of Parliamnent ta transact
publie business, not ta spend their tine Ioaliing thr>ugh
private key-holes. The eavesdropper, the scandaI-manger
and the self-constituted private detective niay wel be
spared from our Legislative Hialls.

T HEREare many persanis in favour of an Arbitra-
tn Act wlio are nat auzious ta set the present

Bil rushed tlirough the flouse of CoinInOns. It is toa
important, tao revolutionary a measure ta be passedl

Bill1. They may favour it and tliey inay not. It would
stem only praper and right that these gentlemen sliould
have an apportunity of exarninihg its details. They have
considerable înterests at stake and they would be ý,keen1y
alive ta discover how the proposed legislation would af-
fect the relations between thein and their work people.
They are shrewd and experienced mien who could give
even a welkrinforined Minister af Labour advice which
would be worth cansidering.

Then, again, the various uinions ouglit ta consider this
B3ill at their annual gatherings before it is passed, if
there is a desire ta niake it satisfactory ta thein, other-
wise the support which it should receive. froni these or-
ganisations may nat be forthcoming. The annual La-
bour Congress sliould also have an apportunity for a
discussion of its.principles and provisions.

Mr. Lemieux lias shown a laudable desire ta preserve
industrial harinany and peace, but lie ptobably desires
also ta be fair ta bath labour and capital. The subject
is ont in which there is room for differences ai opinion
and which is beset by numerous pitfalîs. Only by careful
study and enquiry will it be possible ta secure a law
which will bc assured ai the general support ai those
who work for wages and thase who supply the capital
and the directing farce.

T IE view-point iu Temperance and Liquor Regula-
a.tion cirdles is altering. materiaily-in Ontario at

least. The battit-cries have all been change3. &Pr6>.
vinciai Prohibition" lias been dispiaced by "Local Op-

LIQU O AN D tion," due ta the realisation' that
THEQUBLICN the fariner ia practically andT HB PU L C politically impossible, In the
citieq, the cry "Make Theni Keep 1-otel" fa now being
superseded by "Separate thie Bar froni the Hotel and
Revive Saloon Licenses." The cry conceruiug the licen$e
fee 1.5 stili the sanie: "Raise the Fee," -but the teniper-
ance people find that the figure which they formuerlycon-
sidered the lirait is anly about 01e-quarter what the
trafic will stand.

During the past week there lias been au investigation
ini Toronto as ta the administration ai the license, law
and sanie interesting information lias corne out. It bhas
developed tliat the limiitation of the number ai licenses
lias increased tlie value ai those that are leit ta. an
enormous degree. Licenses that were worth anlY $5,ooo
a few years ago are now being sold at $25,aaa or even
mare.

Mr. W. K. McNaught, M.P.P., an ex-conimissioner,
a'dvocates that ail licenses shôuld be priced, ini case ai
sale, at three tules the anual license fee. If a license
CoSt $î ,200 a year, the transfer price wauld thus be
$3,600, one-third gaing ta thie owner, one-third ta
the city and ane-third ta the provincial goverment. Mr.
MciNaugý,ht's reason for keeping the liceuse price low is ta
prevent amnali men appealing ta brewers for finaucial. as-
sistance. Mr. Miflichainp, a canunissioner, is favourable
toa e.policY alang these hunes, but going even farther. fie
ieclared bis belief that at least one license in the city
was worth $i5o,oao. 0f the 146 hotels in the city, prob-
ably anIY 46 cater 'La the travelling puiblie. He favaured
bath saloon an~d hotel licenses.

Trhe Ontario Brandi af the Domninion Alliqnvp m-t

r

I
M


