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Men of the Day
Retiring From CommandAGREAT commander, lu bte railway world, bas

taken off bis armour, and bas retired from
the field of active service, in the pers>on of
William C. Brown, the President of the

New York Central Rallway. Uis life reads like a
romance. Startinig as a section band be fougbt bis
way, alone and without any influence behind him,
to the president's chair of one 0f the migbtiest con-
cerne in tbe world. He bas been rallroading since
ho was a boy, for at sixteen b. was a section band
and "wooder" for bte old cord-wood englues of the
st. Paul's Rsjllway. That le some forty-odd years
ago. But tbe position of "wooder" wasn't enougit
for "Billy"' Brown, so ho s'tudied telegrapby, and se-
cured a positon with the Illinois Central as a de.
spatcher. Tbey tell a story about him while he was
a despatidier. In those days ithere was a despatchers'
strike on the 1. C. R., and trains were beld up at
the sweet wIlI of the str'lkers, who paraded the
yards w1th guns, and tbsreatened anybody who dared
to set the trains ýrunnlng. Brown, bowever, wanted
to, see trains movlng whenl be sent despatches. So
h. walked past lhe buncb of belligerents, and reacbed
tbe switdh, slgnallIug to a stalled train to, go ahead.
The train went ahead.

Brown left the Illinois Central, and between bis
leayving, and JoinlIig the New York Central, he was
in tbe employ of bal! a dozen rail1roads, figbting bis
waýr up the ladder till, in 1900, b. became general
manager of the Lake Shore, Michigan and Southera.,
Six montha inater lhe became vice-president o! the New
york Central, and later again, preoident of the four
direotorates compnl8ing the New 'York Central Uines.
He was ilfty-four then, and the oommander-ln-ohie!
o! an army of 160,000. No man. on the continent le
better posted on railroadlng. If lie had come, to
canada he iniglit have been another 'Dan Mann, and
Canuada mlgbt have had another few tbousand miles
of steel lu ber lap. But Mr. Brown was ever -an or-
ganIser and a business bead -rather than a great
rallway buldel'. Ris it bas been tû develop and
consolidste rather titan to originale. He bas had
bis flnger on tbe pulse of the mighty machine and
it lias been bIs task to weld together rather than to
plan !resh Incursions Into new fields.

,Mr. Brown ls to be succeeded by A. H. Smith,
senior vice-presldent of the New York Central linos.

A Proihient Craftsman
T HE present Grand Master of the Masonie Grand

Lodge of Canada Is Mr. William David Mc-
-Pherson, lawyer and legilator. There bas been

nothing spectacular iu Mr. McPlherson'a career, but
rather It bas been one o! stoady and defixnite pro-
gress. He wasibornla te County o! Lalubton, edui
eated at StraVhroy Colleglate and the On-
tauio Law Scliool; became a barrister ln
1885 aud a K.C. lu 1908. For some years lie
took an Interest ln the educational affaira
o! the 'city of Toronto, and ln course of
time became chairnian of the scbool board.
Once h. competod unsuccessfully for the
mayoralty. In 1908 lie was eleoted to a
seat lu the. Legislature for one o! the To-
ronte constituencles.

As the head of one o! the leadlng law
firme of the city, Mr. MePherson lias been
eonnected 'with many important cases and
ie blgbly spolien o! as a legal advlsor.
Patient aud methodical, lie acomplls'bes
muchl o! private work as well as public
servi'ce. Even in temiperament and modest
lu speech, lie bas alI the qualifications of
a Chle! Justice or a Lord High Chancellor.

Saul Among the ProphetsTHEF old Latilue used to bave a pro-T en>, "Thbe safest path ls lu the
Mtiddle o! the road." 'rhere are

those In 'Canada who are modern exem-
Plifications of thuls polley wbere the Naval
question je concerued. The. latest R
recr'uit ils Mr. ilamar Greenwood Presient
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"Our Own Hamar." He hýas just returned from
Australla and has cornte back to tell Great Britain
and Canada and, inocidentally, the world, the best
way to settie the Dominions' naval question. In an
interview with the Liondon Daily Mail, the leading
Unioniist daily paper, he admits that bis pilgrimage
to tihe Antipodes has ta'ugbt hlm things. Hamar
Greenwood bas always been ln favour of cash con-
tributions, but wbile malntalning this attitude, ho
tld tihe Mail the o'tber -day -that "there was in Aus-
tralia a deep-rooted feeling that at .tbe moment
nothdng but a local fleet would satisfy the needs
of the Dominions, for two reasons-first, because t
was consldered more in keeping with the power
in future of Australasia to have ber own navy, and
secondly, because it was feared thbat ln some ar-
mageddon of the future Australie. miglit be left un-
protected whule tbe main force of bte Imperial fleet
was engaged in borne waters."

A statement like this from Hamar Greenwood will
cause some people to, ask pertinentiy: "Is Saul also
among the prophets?" If he le, s0 mucli the better
for ýSaul. He ls a man wbo bas Impressed bis
friends and foes alike w'lth bis faculty for doing the
unexpeoted. The first time 'le dlspiayed this pro-
pensity was whIle ho was an undergraduate of the
Toronto Unlverslty. Wben the long vacation came
along he went on a summer tour playing the hoavy
vIllain. ln a barnstorming tiheatrIcal company wbo
were presentlng "Down the Slope, or the Slippery
Road to, Ruin." The company wenýt down the siope
and Hamar was stranded up et Goderi-cl until. a
Toronto friend sent blm, $5.00. A few ye'ars ago
be .toid a Canadian friend that ho would marry an
Earl's daugbter In Westminster Abbey. Here again
lie dld the unexpecteil-for he dldn't! But If bis
new stand on b-te navy question le8 unexpected IL
wlll nevertheless gra-tify a good many people, and
perbaps go part way towards absolving hlm from
the name that Arthur Hawkes gave hàm wben lie sald
that lie belongod to the "lCuckoo Patriote."

A Man of Many Parts
MR. ROBERT JOHN FLEMING, manager of the

TrnoStreet Railway, l'aman of many
parts. His latest role le president of the

National Live Stock Sbow, whlch held Its firet ex-
hibition ln Toronto last week. Canada bas bad
many live -stock shows, and the annual affalr at
Guelphi le thbe, most notable of these. Some have
thougbt that a larger show ehould be established
laylng greater emphasds on the titie ««National."
They deslre to se. something in Canada which would
rival the famous annual show at Chicago. Mr. Flem-
ing, being an admirer of Jersey cows and otiher cnt-
tie, was Invlted to, tako the prosidency of the new
organlîzaUon wbIch bas seeured permission to use
the splendId buildings of the Toronto Exhibition.

Mr. Fleming waS Mayor of Toronto ln '1892, 1893
and 1896. He was then made assessn4ent
commIssioner. In hie six yeare iu this
office lie made sufficlent of a commercial
reputatIon to, cause S'ir William MaCken-
zie to Invite hlm, to become general maxi-
ager of the Toronto Street Railway and
the allIed electrical corporations. Slr Wil-
llame ebolce bas been more tban justfied
by publlc opinion and financlal results.
Mr. Fleming la also something of a social
reformer, especlally along the linos o!
temperance. He was preslding off Icer of
the National Prohibition Conference in
1894.

A New Portfolio

T HEY are saylng up atOtaa ht
take a less etrenuous department, and-.

there may b. a new Minister of Interlor.
Mr. R. B. Bennett, M.P., o! Calgary, les men-
tloned for the. position. It seems probable
that a new portfolio, the Health Depart-
ment, will be created, and If 60, the pro-
fessional tradlng ln medlcine of Doctor
Ro)che, -the present Minisitor or interior,
would lit hlm pre-eniinently for the new

Ddepartmant. In this case Mr. Bennett, law-Dyer aud legleslator, migbt bo the new Min-
Istu lter of Interlor.


