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snowshoes, who will retrieve for me.
I. threw a piece of ice for ibim, and he
managed to get oyer the- "slob", for
it, on to another pan about twenty
yards tway. The other dogs followed
him, and after much painful.struggling
ail of tin got on but one.

STàldùg ail the rush I could get -on
mv little 'pan, 1 made a-rush, slither-
iig w'iih the impetus along the sur-'
face till once more 1 sank through.
After a tough figbt I was able toý haul
mnyseif by the long traces on to this
new pan. -1 had taken care this timeta tic the harnesses, to which I was
holding, uiider the dogs' bellies, so
that thçy could flot slip them o.ff,. But
the'-pinl *as 'now on was stili
not -enoôuàh -to bear us, and so this
exstmig piocesa had to be repeat-
ed 'immediately to avoid sinking with
it

I f o* realized, much ta my dismay,
that though we had been working to-
nàrds the land, we had been losing
gieund ail the time, for the off-shore'
wind had now driven us a hundred
yards further out. The widening gap
was full of pounded ice, which rose
to the surface as the pressu.re lessen-
ed. Through this no man could pos-
sibly make Ris way.
.I was now resting on a flac about

ten feet* by twenty,- which, when I
came ta, examine it, was not ice at
all, but simply -snow-covered- "slob,"
frozen int-à a 1~as nd which I feared
would soonlbreak ' up ini the general,
turmoil anÏiheavy sea, which was con-
tinually increasing 'as the ice drove
off-shore before the wind.

At first we drifted in the direction
of -a rocky point on which a heavy
surf was breaking, and I made up my
mind, if there was clear water in the
surf, to try to swim for the land, But
suddenly we struck a.rock, a large
piece broke off the aiready small pan,lind what was~ left swung ar-ound in the
backwash and went right off to sea.
1 saw then that my pan was about
a foot thick.

There was nothing now for it but
to hope for rescue. Alas! there was
no0 possibiity of being seen by humnan
es. As I'have alreaay mentioned,

Qo, one lives around this big bay. IL
%ras just possible, however, that the
people on the other komatic, know-
ing I was alone and had failed to
lceep my tryst, would, perhaps, corne
back ta look for me. This, however,
they did flot do.

Meanwhile the westeriy wind-our,
coidest wind at this time of the ycar
-was rising rapidly, it was tantaliz-
ing, as I stood there with next to no-
thing on, the wind going through nme,
and every stitch soaked in ice-water
to. sec my komatik some fifty yards
away., It was stili above water, pack-
cd with- food, hot tea in a Thermos
bottle, dry clothing, matches, wood,
and everything for making a fire to
attract attention, if I should drive ott
far enough fo someone ta see me-
and yetit was quite beyond niy reach.

It is ensy to sec a black abject oit
the ice in the daytime, for its gor-
geous whiteness shows off the least
thing . But, alas! the tops of bushes
and large pieces of -kelp have so long
deceived those looking out that the
watcher hesitates a long time before
he takes action. Moreover, within
our memlOry na man hb ever been
thus adrift on the bay ice. The
chances were one in a thousand that
1 would be seen at aIl, and, even if
I wcrc, I shouid probabiy be mistak-
en for a fragment of drîftwood or
kcip.

To kcep from freezing I took my
long mnoccasins, strung out sanie une,
spiit the legs, and made a kind of,
j,'cket, which preserved iny back froni
the wind clown as far as the waist.i

1 had not driftcd more than half a:
mile before I saw mnY poor komatik.
disappear throughi the ice, which wvas
ç,verv minuiite loosefliig up ilito sniall
pans. The loss of the sledge secmcd
like that of a friend, and oie rmure tie
of hoine andi safety iost.

By imidday I had pase(i the isiand
;-w-as noving out ilnto the ever-.

wi(leting bay. Lt was scarceiy safe
thei î b pan for fear o f ireakin-,

it, yct I saxv I niust have the skiws
of somne of îny çogs-of vhicli there
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wCre eiht on the pan-if I was ta
live the night out. There was now
from three to five miles of ice between
me and the north side of the bay, s0
1 couid plainly sec there was no hope
'of being picked up that day. even if
seen, for no boat *could get out.

Unwinding the seaiskin traces fromn
niy waist, arcound which I had thcm
coiied ta keep the dags from eating
them I made a siip-knot and passcd
it over the flrst dog's nead, tied it
around my foot close ta his neck,
threw Mim on hig back, and stabbcd
1dmi ta the heart. Poor beasti I lovcd
him iike a friend, but wc couid flot al
hope ta live. In fact, at that tirne I
hacl no hope that any of us would,
but it seemed better ta die flghting.

In the saine way I sacrificed twa
more large dogg receiving a couple
of bite~s in the process, thoughI fuliy
expectcd that tbe 'pan would break up
in. the strnggie. A short shrift stem-
cd ta me better than a long one, and
1 envied the dcad dogs, whose
troubles were over so quickiy., In-
dced, I began ta debate in my minca
whcther, if once I passed into the op-
cn. sea, it wouid flot be better by far

to use my faithful knife on unyseif than
to die by iiîcles. There seeîned no
Fcrror whatever in the thought; I
sceemed fully to sympathize with the
Japanese view of bari-kari. Working,
howvever, saved me from dangerous
philosophizing. By the time I had
skinned the dogs and strung the skins
togetiier with some ropes unraveiled
froni the barnesses I was ten miles an
nîy way and it was aiready getting
dark.

Away to tlie northward 1 couid sec
a single liglht in the littie village
where I hadl slept bhe night before.
Qne cotîld not heip picturirug thein sit-
ting dowri 10 tea, littie thiinking that
there w-as anynne watching thiem, for
I had told tiîem not ta expect nie
back for four days. 1 couTd also cec
the peacefîtll littie scboolIhouse on the
bill, w-iîere nianv tinies I biad gather-
cd the peopie for prayer.

I bad il(,\\ fr.-a cd out some rope iii-
ta oakuni 1infi \ed it with smiule fat
from the miie-tiiits of my dogs, with
the idea of i ýi ,itg a flire, but T (lis-
covercd that il,îîachbox, which wvas
aiways chained . ne bncizi eakcd, aid
my preciotis e- mere 'in puip.
I-ad 1 been ab! imake a lighit, it

would have looked so unearthly ont
there on the ice that 1 feit sure thcy
wouid hJave seen me.- However,, 1
kept the matches, hopi'ng that I might
be able ta dry themn if 1 lived througii
the night. Whilc workirîg at the dead
dogs, about every tive minutes I
%--ould stand np and-wave my hands.
towards the land. I had no flag and
I conld flot spare my shirt, for, wet as
it was, it was better than nothing in
that freczing wind, and, anyhow, it
,%%,,s neariy dark.

- Unfortunately, the caves along the
cliffs are so piaced that only for a.
very narrow space can the people in
any hotjsc sec the séa. Indeed, most
ù! themn cannot sec the sea at ail, s0
that whether it was passible for any-
onc ta sec me I could flot te,Pvn
suppasing it ha d been dayiight.

Not daring ta, take any snow from
the surface of my pan ta, break the
wind with, I piicd up the carcasses of
the dogs. 'Morcover, I couid naw sit
down on the skin rug withou1t findinig
inyscif in a pool of water, thawed out
by my awn beat. During these haurs
I had continuaily taken off al îny
thingq, wrung them out, swung themn

iin the wind, and put an first anc and
then the other inside, hoping that
%vlhat heat there wvas iin my body would
Llts serve to dry themn. In this I had
been fairly successfu!.

My feet were the most trouble,,for
they immediately got wet again on ac-
couint of my thin m-occasins being cas-
iiy soaked through on the snow. I
suddenly thoughîi of the way in wbich
thec Lapps, who tended aur reincleer,
manage ta dry socks. They carry
grass with them, which tbey ravel up
and put into the shoe. labo this they
put their feet, and then pack the rest
with moregrass, tying up the top with

binder. The ropes of the barness
for aur dogs are carefuiiv -"served"
ail over with two iayers of flannel, in
order ta make them soft against th-e
animiais' sides. So, as soon as I could
sit down, I started with my trusty
kunife ta rip up the flannel. Tbough
miy fingers were more or iess frozen,
I was able la ravel ont the rope, put
il into my shoes, and tuse my w~et
,,o cks' inside my knickerbocker,,
%vhcre, tbouzb da'np, thev served to
break the wind. Tiien, lying the nar-
iow strips of flannel together. I
Lound up the tops of the moscasins,

Lapp fashion, and carricd the bandage
on up over my knee, making a ragged
though môst excellent puttee.

In order ta run easiiy and fast witîh
our dogs in the spring of the year,
whcn the weathcr is usualiy warm, w,
wcar very ,iight clothing; thus we do
flot perspirc at midday and frerze at
flight. It chanced that I had rccentîv
ûpcnced a box of 2football garment's
which I had not scen for twenty years.
I had found my aid Oxford University
running '*shorts,"~ and a Pair of Rich-
mond Football Club stockings of red,
ye"iw and black, exactiy as I worc
them twcnty years ago. These, with
a flannel shirt and '9weater, wcrc ail I
now had ieft. Coat, hat, glovcs, oit-
skins-everything cIse - werc gone,
and I stood. there in -that odd costume
exactly as I stood in the old days 'on
*a football field. These garm *ents, be-.
ing 'vcry light, dried ail the quicker
until afternoon; then -nothinig wouid-dry any more, everything freezing,
stiff.
Mry occupation tltI what seemed like,
nidnight was unraveiiing rope, and

with this I padded out my knickerý
inside and-my shirt as well, though if
was a ciumsy job, for I couid ual sec
what I was doing. Now, getting my
largest dog, as big as a wolf and
v"eighing iiinety-îwo pounds, 1 made
him lic down in order thal I could
cuddlc around him. I then piied the
thrcc skins so that 1 could lic on ane
edge, white the others came just aver
my shouiders and head.

My own brcath, coliectrng Inside the
ilcwly flayed skin, must have had a
soporific effcct, for I was soon fast
asleep. One hand I had piunged downî
inside the curled-up dog, but the oth-r
hand, being gioveiess, had frozen, ani
1 suddeniy woke, shivering enoulgh, I
thought, ta break my pan. What I
took ta be the suni was just rising,
but I soon fouind it was the moon,
m.d then I knew il was about haif-
past tweive. The dog was having an
excellent time; he had not been cud-
dled up so warmly all the winter. He
resenled my mov ing with 10w grawls,
tiltlihe founid it wasn't another dog.

The wind was steadiiy driving me
now tawards, the open sca, where,
-rhort of a miracle, I could expcct no-
illinz but death.

Still I had only this hope-that My
pan wotild probably be opposite an-
other village,ý called Goose Cove, at
c'ayight, and. might poss.ibly be seen
from there. I 'knew that the koma-
tics would be starting at daybreak
over the huIs for a paradeof Orange-
men about twenty miles away. I
inight, therefore, be seen as they
climbed the hilis, lhough the cove
c oes flot open seaward. So I lay
down and went 10 sleep agtin.

I woke some tirne later with a sud-
den thought in my mind that I must
have a flag to signal with. Sa I ýset
10 work at once in the dark ta disar-
tîcuilate the legs of my dead dogs,
whîch wçre now frozen stiff, anid
scenied to offer the oniy chance of
iromning a pole to carry a flag.

Cold as il was, I determined te sac-
rifice my shirt for that purpose with
the first sbreak of daylight. It took
a long tinme in the dark ta gel the
legs off, ani when I had patientiy
marîed them together wibh aid har-
r.ess rape they formed the heaviest
,i r d crookedest flag-post it had ever
been mny lot to see. StilI it had tihe
advantage of not being sacoid tohold
because the skin on the paws made it
unnecessary to hold the frozen part
with my bare hands.

What had awakened me this time, I
found, was bhc pan had swung arouind
r.nd the sheiter made by my dog's
b~odies Nvis on the wrong side, for,
thouigh there..vas a yery iight air, the
evwip<irati(-)î it caused frorn my wet
cinthes rmade quite a difference. I h-id
hadno on rd since -six o'ciock the
inîrning before, when I had porridge
a!id bread and butter. 1 had, how-
ever, a rui>ber band on instead of one

(f ni garters, and I cbewcd that for
twnî~* furhours. It saved nie front

tI-'rt and hunger, oddly enouigh. 1
di tînt drink from the ice of nîy pan,
-r it wva s alt-water snowv andI ice.

!\l'r.vrin the night the saitwater
1 adl Lnped Up over the edges, for the
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-l tnciid see thatniy rescuers were franticaii y waviing.,,
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