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Winnipeg, August, 1913.

The Western Home Monthly

- The Single Tax Explained

By Joseph Fels

to the reform proposed by Henry

George. It means abolition of all
taxes on labor and its products. Under
it n6 taxes would be levied on personal
property or improvements. There would
be no duties on imports, no license
taxes, excise taxes, occupation taxes, or
taxes on honestly earned incomes. All

blic revenue would be raised by a
single tax on the value of land without
regard to what improvements may be
in or on it. The owner of a lot im-
proved to its full capacity would be
taxed no more than the owner of -an
absolutely vacant lot of equal value.

In behalf of this measure there are
arguments based both on justice and on
expediency. ~
‘The taxes on industry which single
tax would abolish violate no just pro-

THE SINGLE TAX is the name given
i

“perty rights. Whatever a man produces

Presence,

y his labor is his own. No individual
nor any collection of individuals has
any moral right to deprive him against
his will of any part of it. To do that'is
no less a wrong when the collection of
individuals happens to be the entire
population of a state or nation possess-
ing physical power to commit such an
act with impunity. Yet this very thing
is'done every time taxes are collected on
labor or its pr ts. Various excuses
are commonly urged for it, but none of
them are valid. One is that the state
needs revenue. So does a burglar. The
answer to such a plea in either case is
the same. The need of revenue does not
excuse dishonest methods of getting it,
especially when opportunities for get-
ting it honestly exist. Another excuse
is that all should contribute toward the
support of the state in proportion to
ability to pay. The injustice of that
excuse is apparent on its face. = No
merchant would think of charging for
his goods on that principle. Few would
care to deal with one who did. The
only just way to charge for services' is
in' proportion to the benefits these ser-
vices confer. The state performs cer-
tain services which consist mainly in
protecting life and property.

If in two communities all conditions
should be exactly the same except that
in one government it is good whereas
in the other it is poor, land values in
the former would be higher than in the
latter. Those owning no land conse-
quently pay in higher rents to landlords,
the full value of services rendered by
the state. When they are compelled to
pay taxes on personal. property, im-
provements, occupations or other labor
values, they are forced to pay a second
time in taxes for what they have
already paid in rent. .

A tax on land values is the only tax
that does not fall on labor. Land is not
@ labor product. The owners neither
produced it nor obtained title from the
producers. It is true that many have
glven honestly earned wealth in ex-

change for it, but the same may be as .

truly said of innocent purchasers of
stolen goods, or of an ante-bellum slave
owner. Land acquires value through the
industry and enterprise of
the whole community, including non-
landowners as well as landowners. Hav-
Ing been created by the community,
land values rightfuily belong to it
rather than to the individuals who hap-
Pen to hold legal title thereto. So to
tax land values for public purposes is
to take what rightfully belongs to the
pubhp, and as'long as any land values
Temain in private hands the state has

Dot the slightest justification for taxing
anything else.

Taxes on labor are not only wrong
ut are unwise. They necessarily check
the production of wealth and lessen
Opportunities for labor. We all know
that a tax on dogs or saloons means
f(‘\\'(‘l"dogs or fewer saloons. So a tax
o1 buildings means that fewer buildings
Will be erected, less capital will be in-
vested in them and less labor will be
emploved. Other taxes on industry have
a similar effect. But this does not apply

taxes on land values. The amount

of land is fixed. Taxing land values only
makes it harder to hold valuable land
out of use. :

Under existing conditions taxation is
usually a fine on industry. The more a
landowner allows his land to be im-
proved, the more he will be taxed. This
naturally induces many to hold land in
an unused or partially used condition in
the hope, often realized, that the
growth of the community will bring
them unearned wealth. That is why in
all cities there is much vacant or
partially used land. Men who might be
employed in improving this land walk
the streets looking in vain for work,

business men find trade dull, and high |

rents together with low wages force a
large part of the population to live in
crowded unsanitary tenements.

Outside of the cities there are similar
results. Land speculation in the farm-
ing regions is inflating values, making
purchase of farms difficult, and is fore-
ing population from the rural districts
into the cities or to the cheap lands of
Canada. In the mining regions large
tracts of ore land and coal lands are
being withheld from use in order to re-
stricb production and boost prices.
Land monopoly of this kind enables con-
cerns like the Steel Trust to keep com-
petitors from getting raw material.

By placing all taxes on land values it
would be more unprofitable to hold
valuable land out of use. The owners
would find it to their interest to either
use it or let some one else do so. In
either case there would be increased de-
mand for labor and capital. That would
mean higher wages:and better business.
Besides that the untaxing of labor and
increase in production must . cause
cheapening of commodities so that
higher wages and reduced cost of living
would come together. That means.
general prosperity. :
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Tommy

“Tommy, are you tired?”

“Yes,” said Tommy crossly, “I’m tired
and Father’s working in the fields, and I
have to take him his dinner before I go
to the fair.”

“Why don’t the servants take it?”

“Servants!” said Tommy scornfully;
“we’ve got, no servants. We are not rich
people!”

“Wouldn’t you like to be rich?” the el-
dest sister asked, while the two little
ones walked slowly around Tommy, look-
ing at the feather in his hat and the
knife and fork in his hand.

“No, it’s too expensive,” said Tommy,
shaking his h ad; *“rich people have to
buy such a lot of things, and to wear fine
clothes, and they can’t have dinner in the
fields.”

“My father has his dinner in a room,”
said the girl.

“That’s because he’s rich,” answered
Tommy, “and people would talk if he
didn’t; rich people cun’t, d as they like,
as poor can.”

“And my father lives in a big house,”
the girl went on, for she was vulgar and
liked to boast.

“And it takes up a lot of room. My
father’s got the whole world to live in,

if he likes, and that’s better than a

house.”

“But my father doesn’t work,
girl scornfully.

“Mine does,” said Tommy proudly.
“Rich people can’t work,” he went on,
“so they are obliged to get the poor folk
to do it. Why, we have made every-
thing in the world. Oh! it’s a fine thing
to be poor.” ‘

“But suppose all the rich folk died ?”

“But suppose all the poor folk died,”
cried Tommy, “what woulc t'e rich folk
do? They can sit in carriages but can’t
build them, and eat dinners, but ecan’t
.cook them.” And he got up and went
his way. “Poor folk ought to be very
kind to rich folk. for it’s hard to be the
like of them,” he said to himself as he

” said the

went along.

Dick’s Family

Now this is true, for we saw it with
our eyes. Dick was a bachelor, or so
we had always supposed: a large black
bachelor, with bright green eyes, and a
very fine tail. He lived in the kitchen,
and managed things pretty much as he
pleased. When Peter, the new puppy,
came he thought it would be fun to

tease Dick. Dick thought it would be |

fun to be teased, and when Le had sent
Peter yelping and ki-yi-ing out into the
shed, he sat and purred and blinked his
green eyes, and thought the world a
pleasant place,

Now one day we looked out of the
south parlor window, and what do you
think we saw? Dick was coming across
the lawn looking very proud and very
happy. Every now and then he stop-
ped and looked over his shoulder and
mewed as if he were calling some one
to follow him. And some one was fol-
lowing him! Across the lawn after him
came:

One very thin and wretched-looking |

tortoise-shell cat.
. One Maltese kitten,
One yellow kitten.

All three looked half-starved, and all

three were scared out of their wits!

“Come on!” said Dick, as plain as

mew could speak. “They won’t hurt
you; those’are my people; they be-
long to me. Come on, I tell you!”

They came on, though still very tim-
idly, till they reached the barn. Then
Dick took them wunder the barn and
there he made them comfortable, we
do not know just how, because we can-
not get under the barn, and there they
stayed. And when Dick came for his
supper he said to Maggie as plain as
mew could speak, “Please feed my fam-
ily, too!” and Maggie did.

That was a year ago. Now the tor:
toise-shell cat is dead, but the Maltese

kitten and the yellow kitten are large
and handsome cats, and Dick still sits |

by the fire and purrs, and blinks his
large green eyes. ‘

—L. E. R.
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Doubtful Consolation =~

“Mary,” complained the husband,
“why do you suppose it is that people
all say I have such a large head?”

“I don’t know, 'm sure, John,” said
his wife comsolingly; “but nmrmin&
there’s nothing in it.” Sk
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He was Ready to Shift

a youngster indulging in Sunday
ing fishing, “to find you fishing
my boy.” i
“Why " asked the boy. * 'y
any ‘Plaoe where they bite bette:
ter? 3 ., bt

“I am surprised,” said the ns:hou t¢
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ering-racks of h:.g and grain, sacks of produce, |
a

4 YOU and your

1 farm wagon
- bd o?:t.iegg t;‘gff{‘;‘.
Of all farm tools, it
Xenéf'ﬁigimdtr:&u::

ds of sand and

gravel, an;thmg at needs moving, over miles of roads to market. It
takes solid strength to stand up log'g under that. When next xou ride

on a load, listen to the constant rack crea aning sound
of the wagon box, wheels, and mnningb;g_o’ar as thev:lﬁo;ifoh%.%k ;

and forth over the road ruts.

Not an unpleasant sound, but the

strain that causes it is hard on the wagon, 1 H C wagons —

Petrolia
Hamilton

Eive the buyer the most he can

Chatham

Old Dominion

for his money because they def
y y dety

ard usage for the longest time, and are easiest on the

These are a_few of the things that contribute to the making of the
unbeatable I H C wagon reputation.

lumber, oak, hickory and pine, and of the best quality of steel and

Selection of the finest grades of

iron; many months of toughening air-drying for every piece of wood:
skilled assembling of parts, ﬁttingg ‘of f,{nu’ and ‘rivgtg. and perf&:i
shaping and ironing; application of the purest paint to act as wood

preservative and to prevent shrinkin

and warping of the wood.

Experts test every part and verify eac oYeration 80 that when the:

wagon is read

for the farmer, it is practica

and thoroughly up tothe I H C standard. ;

And there are many other reasons we have not room for here ,whg.f' 2y
HG

ly perfect in every detaijl

I H C wagons are the best to buy. A visit and a talk at the I iy
local agent’s, where the wagons may be seen and studied, will

Brandon, Man.; Calgary,

soon convince you as to the wagon
from the agent, or, write the nearest

International Harvester Company of Canada, Ltd

WESTERN BRANCH HOUSES

North Battleford, Sack. Repiea. Sertre Soriarura:ty Bl W s bidides. Alas _

These machines are made at Hamilton, Ont.

ou want. Get catalogues
ranch house. ;

" Bearer 3
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