
32 Of the Knietencaax Indiant.

persouhe nost esteems, who sits down opposite to hini;
the pipe isthem filled and fixed to the stem. Tht com-
pany assemble, and the mèst religious awe and solem-
nity pervades the whole. The assistant takes the pipe,
whic te lights, and presents to the officiating person,
who receives it standing, and ,holds it between both
hands. He then turns himself to the East, and draws
a4$ew whiffs, which he blows to that point. Tht same
ceemouy he observes-to; the other three quarters, with
bis eyes directed upwards: he then makes. a speech to
explainthe desigu of their being called together, aad
conckudes with thanksgiiings and -prayers to e Master
ef Life. He thlni sis down and- the whole company
declare iir approbation and tiksn .by· attering the
word ho with an emphatic prolongation cf the -Iast
letter.

These rites precede every-.matter et£great importance;
if a chief is anxious to knpirthe disposition.f h is peo-
pleghe announcestis antention f opening bit
bag, and smon the sacred stemi and n -n who

ntrtains a grdg _agansýt any, ,of the pnarty thus as-
sembled eau amoke wit4 thte sacredsternç am that cere-
mn>' dissipates ail r adit tever violated.
If a gatract bc i entere& ite and solemuized by -the
ceremony of smoking, it neyer faits qfbag faithflly
4Ifdie. If a person, previously to a »wney, Ieaves
the sacred stem as a pledgof hbis returnî nu i .
deration whatever wilprevent bin fro exocung
bis engagement.

Th chief, lwhen lie proposes to make a feas, zends
quilil or small pieces ofwood as, À*ens of invitation to
sucli as he -tishes te partake of it. At tAe appinted
tie, the:guasts artve, adi briuging a dish or platter,

d take their seats on the side of tht chief,
who receives them siting according to their respective
ages. Thc pipe l m lighted and he makes an equal
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