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ey U o Yorl\ Upper Cunada, z&th Feb.. 1828 -
. SIR, ’ e ‘ \
THE Presrdcnt and Du‘ectorb of the; Welland Canal Company have, wnthm these
few dnys, made me acquainted with their intention of. sending Mr. Merritt, their
:Managing ‘Agent, to England, in.the hope. that, by a full and well authenticated
explanauon of the great rmportance of the: work in which: thoy are most zealously
“.engaged, and of its present very advanced state, he may succeed in obtamm" farther -
E assistance from His ‘Majesty’s ‘Government, and , perhaps ‘also in- enfrurmg the
attention of caprtnlrsts to an undertaking of more th"m ordmarv conscquence to .
| \Brrtrsh mterests in thrs part of the world R < u L
‘ Mr. Memtt was the orrrrmal [)I‘OJCCtOI‘ of this Canal \Vthh is mtended to’ con-
© . mect the waters of Lakes Erie and Ontario by the navigation, -suited’ to' schooners -
i+ of one hundred tons burthen, and’ has been'most active and useful in supermtendmn -
© it under ‘the dxrectlons of thc Board wlnch conslsts of a Pre51dent and six’ ot‘ler o
o Drrectors. o “ -
I need not trouble you wrth cwlanatrorrs, wluch the Afreut of the Comp'my will
- ‘doubtless " be fully prepured to furnish, and which can be much more satisfactorily -
- laid' ‘before! you'in & personal. interview, if. ‘it shall :be in; your power to admit
| Mr. Merrrtt to nn audrence for tlmt purpose, as I smcerely hope it may. be. -

i |

o I resrde, durmn‘ p'ut of the year, wlthm cmht mlles of the Cana] whrch I have
oo frequently visited, and’ I have had every, opportumty of watcluna its prowress,.and
‘ of forming a Jud«ment upon ‘the most . satrsfactory mformatron, as. to the’ system
“and economy \nth ‘which it has: been’ conducted:, "My’ testimony on'a’ few! pomts,
' ‘therefore; may ot be ummportant and I have' great pleasure'in’affording-it.. The .
“‘Canal was undertakenin 1824, by ‘a private’ Comp’my, under a charteg of i mc.orpo- o
ratnon obtained from- the; Legislature; and- the original desmn ‘was: to* mfll\e it on’
- allscale 'rd'rptt.d to the navwatlon of boats. c]rawmn' four’ feet’ water.” ' It was®soon;
R however proposed to enlarrre the scule to: the” preeent drmonsrons, in order to admlt
- of navrgatron by, sloops and schooners. . The ‘stock’ allowed to’ be ‘held was mcreased
‘ wnth 'that’ view' to'£. 200,000, nhrch, it" was cstlmated ‘would’ cover’ the 'expense.-
"Of:this sum, about £. 100,000 was, “taken’’ up in/these provinces and in the United-
©.-'States, but prmcrpally in'the United States, where one’ mercantrle house’ subscrlbed
forinearly £-50,000.": ‘(»It is: to" be: understood that the:sums ‘spoken of here-are in"
. provincial currencyudollcns, ati4s. 6.d. or’ 1bs. sterlmrr to‘apound.), The; work was o
" begun'in: 1825, and:the interest which it-became. the. government, ‘of. this’] provmce SRENT
; to feel. Jin ‘the completron of  thi$ |great-Undertaking,. mduced meto'recommend it
“strongly~to ithe;assistance” of 1the- fe«rralature‘ n «1826,,an Act'was: ‘passed; here, T
authorizing the Government to: lend the sum’ of £ 25,000.'t0; the~Company, ‘whichwas: .
.aivery: ‘material encouraoemcnt,l as;it-enabled the I»Drrectorscto make}an: umnedrate A
' and considerable’) progress;’ »;and 'to show, the possxbrhtyr of ! surmountm drﬂicultles e
. the‘execution, which had ‘been;) absurdly cxaggerated by persons un rlendly.rto ‘the
", design, +# The:Company, however,vzu has": alwqys«hlthert paid,’and are'still- liable to_ '
* . pay‘the'full‘rate:ofinterest (6* per’ ‘cent)’ upon'this: loan,jand are" bound to tepayithe . *
S prmcrpal *Inithe! followmg year' 1827, the. progress: made; ‘hadibeen?so 'satisfactory; -
. '“.and the: appcarance rof : theif‘-'.vorkwvas 50 encouramng, ‘that‘“’the"Lemslature’h 'of/ this:-
provmcc passed an:Act, nablmg the; govemment on; behalf of Lrthe public,“toitake =
00 stock”inythe’ Company,’to the! amount’ of-£.50, ooo,,and the“Lemslature ‘of” Lower “e
- 'Canada; thcn in“session,;upon;the’ apphcatron of the Company, recommended by me:
Lordshrp the Governor in‘Chief; authonzed £ 25; : k
‘of tlmt provmee 4/ With ‘these” alds,
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