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" These remonstrances Were rephed to bya Circular ‘despatch from EarliGrey (then Ybur -

Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for'tHe Colomes) directed to all'the (rovernors “of
the 'North Amerlcan Colomea I‘he C:rcu]ar wa in the words foﬂowmg it

S e F U Downing Street, ‘November 1846 "
~ Her nTa]est\ Government havmg ‘had ‘under ‘their consideration the representa-
tiéns which have heen feceived from the Gov: erncrs of' some of the British North American
Provinces complaining of the éffect'in those ' 'Colonies of -the" Imnenal Gopyrxght Law,
have, decided, on proposm«r measures. to Parliamént in  the ensuing “session which, if
sanctloned by the' Lemslature, “will, they hope tend to Temove the dlssatlsfactlou whlch |
has ‘been expressed on' this SLibJect and p]ace”the hterature of 'this country “within® the
reach of the_ Colomes on easier terms than it is at present. . With this view, relying upon "
the dlepoxltlon of the Colonies to protect the authors of this country from the fraudulent
approprlatlon “of 'the'fruits of labours upon which they are often entlre]y dependent Her
Majesty’s Goyernwent propose to leave to the local legislatires’ ‘the duty and responslblhty
of passing such' enactment as they may deem proper for securing both the rights of
authors’ and ‘the 'interests of the public. Her Majesty’s € overnment will” accordmgly
submit to Farliamenta Bill authorising the Queenin Couincil to confirm, and finhlly enact
any colonial law or ordinance respecting copyright, notwithstanding any repugnancy of
any such law or ordinance to the copyr lght law,of this country ; it being provided by the
proposed Act of Parliament that no. such law, or ordinance :shail  be of any force or
effect until'so confifméd and'finally ehacted by the Queen in Colincil, but ‘that from the
confirmation and final enactment:thereof. the copyright law of this country shall cease to
be of any force or effect within the Co]ony in which any s such colonial law or ordinance
has béen' made in so far as'it may be repugnant to, or mconswtent w1th the operatlon of
any such coloniul lawor mdmance e h ey : ‘
" o f ‘ , Ihave,&c ‘
e . ~1. ’ v R .“‘“ L d v";i,’f . GBEY !
The intention of Your ’VIaJesty s Government as. expressed in this Cnrcular has never
been. carried into effect. - The importation from. forelgn countries of> works  copyrighted
in the United Klngdom was permitted under certain conditions, but the repubhcatlon of
such works in the Colonies, even under any conditions. as 1errarde the holders of copyright,
‘has never been permitted, nor has the right of the Lerrlslatures of the*provinces‘or of the
Dominion of Canada-to make cnactments to regulate the law of copyrighit been recognised
by Your Majesty’s Government, uniess “suchenactmients could be shown to be conmstent
with and subordinate to the Act of the United Kingdom before' mentioned.: - i+ i
Your Majesty’s Parliament, in the year 186,, in estabhshlntr the’ Dommlon of' Canada
gave to its' Parliament very extensive powers "-of - government including the’ ught to
legislate on this” important suibject. - *The . Parliameént. of -:Canada’ has' enacted several
statutes regulating the: law +of copyright for:'Canada: “These' statutes ° ‘adopted’’the
provisions which the interests snd weltare of the ‘people ‘of this country,”as connected with
this matter, seemed to require, and at the same time gave liberal protectlon to'the interests -
of all 'such persons is had’ acquired; or- might : acquire, copyrlght in’ the United‘Kingdom.
These statutés have'always been reorarded by Your’Majesty’s | Government ‘however; as
requiring sanction by the’ Parhament of the United' Kingdom and ‘the most recent of them
—passed in Canada in the year'1880-“remains inoperative for want of the assent of: Your
Ma]estys Government t0'a proclamation which will bring it into force, ' «:i- : 2o
~The" provision of ‘the “Act " of - 1889 “just: mentionéd' are. such as: are reqmred in the ‘
interests of the people of Canada, and its provisions have not been shown to be in'- -any
respect unfair. as regards any-portion. of Your Majesty’s subjects.. The, Act.was passed
unanimously by both Houses’-of thé! Parliament of Canada, and has been earnestly
pressed by :the: Government of Canada upon the-. favomable consxderatxon ‘of Your «
Ma]esty s'Government. ;- Qv it SRR LU :
:‘While* your: Memonallsts hold the:view that-auch’a atatute is within th

om etence “
of the : Parliament of Canada _under:the", British : North . America ‘Act, they ha\?e’ been :
_ informed that doubts’ upon that sub]ect ‘hasibeen iraised; ~and- they: humbly submlt that ‘

' siich doubts:shotild: be: renioved by statute; of Your. MaJesty s:Parliament giving effect to ‘
the Canidian: Copynght‘ Actiof: 1889 at’once, and ‘confirming - the: right ‘of the Parhament‘ L

" of Canadaj; accordlng ‘to:the- promlae made by Your:; Ma_)esty ) Government in“1846,to
“make laws on the subject. of: copyught as‘may: from time ' to:/time; be " requlred “for’; the
country, notmthstandmg that “such laws may “be ' inconsistent * ,w1th. the:; provxsmn =-of
" Imperial Statutes-passed: betore! ‘adoption;of:the British:North America ‘Actof: 1867 SRR
vour"VIemorla ists: beg " toicall: attention = to-thei:fact" that=Your ! ‘Majest_y 8! Royal 8

Conmnssnoncrs on Copyrlght 'mV the ¥ ear 18/6 recommended that the Colomal Legxslatures o
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