
These remonstinêës ere rpliedio byä Circular despatch frtrm EarliGrey (thn 'Yburi
Majesty's Principal Sedretary of Stàte forth'e Colonies) directed-to aillthe Governors &f
the North Ameridan- Colonies. The Circular wás in the words fllowing:-'
Sra DowningSteet,'Novembe 1846.

H ]Majesty's Government; havinghd under'their coiisideration the repréenta-
tions which have beenéceived from h.eovernors of some of the British North American
Provinces éooplaining of the'ëffeét in tils è"Cô16niès of the Iinperial Copyright Law,
have, decided, on prop9sig ,measures to Parliainnt .in the ensuing session which, if
sanctioned by' th'iegisatùre 9illthy liope, tend 'o remove the" dissafistàction which
n s béei expressed or thi sbject,ànd ac the liteffurè of"his l'ountyc *ithy with e
reach of the Colonies on easier terms tha 'ititpreseynt. Wit -lis iview, relving upon
the disposifi.'orftle'Colonies to protect the authors of this country from the fraudulent
appropriti 'oftefruits of labours upon which they. are often entiièf dpendent, Her
Majesty's Government propose to leave to the local legislátiie'restli duly id respoiibility
of passing ùilh' ènactment as they may deem proper for securingboth the rights of
authornea'ùd theéinéresis of the public. Her Majesty's Governen't will' acordingly
submit to Parliainent a Bill authorising the Queen in Cohneil'" fõ6nfi'i", aud finàIly enact
any colonial law or ordinance respecting copyright, notwithstanding any repugnancy of
any such law or ordinance to the copyright Jaw of this country; it being provided by the
proposed Act of Parliament that no such law or ordinance shail, be of any force or
effect untilso cônfimd and'finalle iaèted by thie'Qeêen in. Concil,' but that from the
confirmation and final enactment thereof, the copyrigblt iawof this country shall cease to
be of any force or effect withiù the Colony in which any such colonial law or ordinance
has bWen made in so ,far as it mïay be repugnant to, or inconsistent with, the operation of
any such colonial law or ordinance.

I have,ý &c.,
GREY.

The intention of Your Majesty's Governnient, as expressed in this Circular, has never
been carried into effect. The. importation' from foreign countries of works copyrighted
in the United Kingdom vas permitted under certain coiiditions, but the republication of
such works in the Colonies, even under any conditions as regards the holders of copyright,
has never been permitted, noi· has the right of the Legislatures of th&provinces or of the
Dominion of Canada-to make cn'actments to regulate the law of»copyright;beën recognised
by Your Majesty's Government, unless sucli: enactments coùld be shown to be consistent
with and subordinate to the Act ofthe United Kingdom before nmentioned.

Your Majesty's Parliament, in the year 1867, in establishing the'Döniiion of Canada,
gave to its Parliament very extensive powers of government, including the' iight to
legislate on this important subject. The Parliamént of -Canada bas enâcted sei'eral
statutes regulating the law of copyright for Canada. Tfhesestatutes adopted thé
provisions'which the interesfs and welf are:oUthe people of this country,'s cnnected with
this matter, seemed to require, and at the sane time gave liber ai protection to the interestî
of all such persons a had acquired,ör might acquire, copyright in the United Kingdom.
These statutes have'always been regarded by .Your"Majesty's Governmént; 'howeve'ras
requiring sanction by the Parliament of theUnited Kingdon and the'niost recent"oftheni
-passed in Canada in the year 1889:remains inoperative for want,'of the assent of Your
Majestys Governiment to a proclamation which will bring it into force.

The provision of the 'At of 1889 just nmentionéd, are such as ar required in the
interests of the people of Canada, and its provisions have not been shown to be in' any
respect unfair as regards any portion of Your, Majesty's sujects. The Act was passed
unanimously by both Houses" of !thé Pariament of Canada, and has been earnestly
pressed by: the ý Government of Canada upon the favourable considerâtión of Your
Majesty's Governnent.
, While yourMemorialists hold the view that suéh a statute is within' the' coripeténéé

of the Parliament of Canadaiunder (the British North .America Aét, they haves beénï
informed that doubts upon that suibjeét elsbeen raised&anditheyhunbly subnit'that
Wieh doùbts.shdtïid be removed bystatute, ofYour:Majsty's Parhinent givingeffect to
the Canadiang Copyright Act of:'1889 at onceand confirming the:right 'of the Pailiament
of Canada according t&the' promise made' by YourfMajesty's Governmnnin1846,'t'
make laws on the subject, of copyrightas'may fron tinie to tineúbè required for the
country, notwithstanding that such laws may bc inconsistent 'aWith e ision' f
Imperial Statutiespà s'sed befoie adoption;of:the BritishWNorth Ame~rica Actof 1867.

'YourýMemorialists beg toucall attention to' theafact that ::Your Majesty' Royal
Comniissioners on Copyright, in the year 1876, recommended that the Colonial Legislatures


