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T.I{Ic title of this essay is, to a certain extent, pretentious: for
Suee consenting to write a paper on this subject I have found
Rot only that it would require far more space than is at my dis-
Posal, }yu4 also that in several cases the official documents which
“oulq hecessarily form the basis of it are either not available or
as)'et unpublished. T have concluded, therefore, to give a very
Yef outline of the growth of labor organizations in the United
Slates, which, in all recent troubles, have played such a conspic-
U8 part, and to conclude my paper with an account of the
Oestead Strike of 1892, and in more detail of the American
Mlroad Union Strike at Chicago in 1894,
Down to the beginning of this century there were, in the
%dern sense of the term, no labor organizations in the United
&:&_tes- The reasons for this are two-fold. In the first place
°r{CUIture continued to absorb the energies of the people, as
Wing the eolonial period.” There was no great concentration
QEIP(_)Pulation in the towns, where what little industry the're was
Ted on was purely domestic in character. Under this sys-
rirln there wag no occasion for organization, for, as a general
\\eﬁ condition of the journeyman was merely temporary,
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