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FIXTURES.

BENCH BHOWS,

Toronto, Canada, dog show, Sept. 8, 9 and 10, A.
D. Btewart, Becretary, Osgoode Hall, Toronto. En-
tries close Aug. 21,

Bt. Louis Kenuei Club, 8t. Louls, Mo., Oct. §, 6, 7
and 8. Bhas. H. Turner, Secretary.

FIELD TRIALS,

Pennsylvania Btate Agricultural BSociety Interna-
tional Oollie Trial, Philadelphia, Bept. 20, 21, 23, 23,
24 and 26, D. W, Seiler aod Eldridge McConkey,
Becretaries, P. 8, A. Bociety, Harrlsburg, Pa.

Nebraska State Sportsnen's Association Field
Trials, Miltord, Kebraska, about first weck in Sep-
tember.

Eastern Field Trial Club's Second Annual Trials,
Robins Island, Peconic Hay, L. 1., Nov. 29. Jacob
Pentz, Becretary.

National American Kennel Club’s Second Annual
Fleld Trials, third week in November. Chas. De
Ronge, Necretary.

THE BEAGLE,

BY CORBINCON.

‘L'his is another and the scaallest of hounds or hunt.
ing dogs, as the name ‘¢ Boagle,” which means small.
ness, implies. The following dessription from Bomer-
ville’s poem, ** The Chase,”” applies with propriety to
either the Beagle or harrier, and is as olear, minute,

and correct as it is beautiful :

His glossy skin, or yellow pied or blue,

In lights or shades by Nature's pencil drawn,
Reflects the various tints ; his ears and legs,
Flecked hers and there in gay enamelled pride,
Rival the speckled pard ; his rush grown tail

O'er his bruad back bends in an ample areh ;

On shoulders clean, upright and firm he stands; .
His round cat foot, straight hams, and wide.spread

Andm::v, drooping chest, confess his speed,
His strenath, his wind. or on the steepy hill
Or far extended plain,

Of the antiquity of the breed there can be no doubt.
It is said that Queen Elizabeth owned a pack so small
that they conld be carried in a maan’s glove—a statement
which we must take cum granosalis. Gervase Markham
denoribes ‘¢ the littlo Beagle which may be earried in a
man’s glove'— probanly a mere quibble, the fact boing
that these dogs were bred so small that one could be
easily oarried in a gloved hend. Whilst on the subject
of their sise I may quote the following from th¢
¢ Sporteman Oabing’,” published 1808 : * The late Col.
Hardy had once s oollection of this diminutive tribe
amountiug to ten or twelve couple, which were always
oarried to and fiom the field of glory in a larye pair of
panniers slung across & horse ; small aa they were and

naignificant as they would now sevm, they could invari.
ably keep a hare at all her shifts from eseaping them,
and finally worry or rather tease Lier to death.”

Although Gervase Markham doubtless refers to the
Beagles of the time of Elisabeth, it is mingular that
Johannes Caius, in bis * English Dogges,” does not

“Wantion the beagle, nor does he specially reter to any

‘Wedfative honod, although he lived during the first
fifteie years of Elisabeth's reign, when dwarf ** singing
Beagles”’ are reported to have been popular. 'I'hese
small heunds are spoken of by Oppisn as one of the
kind of dogs peculiar to the ancient Britoans :

There is a kind of dog of mighty fame

For hunting ; worthy of a r frame ;

By ted Britons brave in war they're bred,

Aro oalled, and to the shase are led,

Their bodies small, and of 50 mean a skape,

You'd think them ours that under tables gape,

Not only in the time of Elizabetl, but in our own,

thare bas been an ocoasional rage for very diminutive
Beagles, and much emulstion in producing the most
perfect liliputian hound. The writer of the article on
this brood in “ The Dogs of the British Islands” de-
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soribes Mr. Crane’s Southover Beagles as perfect in
symmetry and excellent in nose and intelligence, and
not exveeding ¢iu, in height, and all of them model
mipiature hounds. It is to bo regretted that the Beagle
i8 not more encouraged by comwittees of shows, and
that, when a olass 13 made for tlew, all sizes are lump.
ed together.

I have spoken of tne Beagle as a dwarf hound, which
he is, but there is considerable difference iu ortline be.
tween him and the modern fox-hound ; the former is
not so olean in the shcoulder, his head is different in
shape, the ekull being in proportion broader and flat-
ter, and the jaw shorter, the ear longer, and there is al-
ways more or less dewlap or throatiness.

Beagles may be fairly olassified as haro Beagles and
rabbit Beagles, oth8r disiinction thaun size being miuor.
Their power of scent is exquisitely keen and their in-
telligence great, and when well sorted in these respeots
aud in size, work wonderfully together, puzzling out
even the coldest scent, whilat their music is most charm-
ing.

Although oceasionally, they are not much used with
the gun, except in driving woods aud spinnies for rab-
bits, &o.

Of whatever size, the Jeagle should be shapely, as
free from lumpy shoulders as possible, legs straight, and
more bone and stronger pasterns than iz genecally seen
would be an improvement ; the ears are very lony, hang
olose, and are very fine in the leather ; ribs ratl:ar more
rounded than in the foxhound, with the blaock ribs well
let down ; back and loins strong, and bind.quarvers
very cobby and muscular ; tho tail roughish and gaily
earried. The colours are various, as in the harrier, and
chosen to suit individual tastes, '

This article valled forth che following letter of triendly
oriticism, which i8 well worthy of a place here :

+Ia his paper ou the Beagle, I observe that * Cor-
sincon’ atfeots to class the breed into hare and rsbbit
Besagles, with the remark that other distinotion than
size is  minor.” Now, it is not very often [ find room
to differ with ¢ Corsincon,’ but I honestly corfess I do
here. In the first place I believe thuy term rabbit
beagle to have been coined for a half-breed between the
beagle and the terrier. The beagle, pur et simple is, and
ever has been, a hound valued essentially for its exquis.
ite power of scent ; bred, as Gervase Markham tells us,
for delight only, being of ourlous sceunts, and passing
cunning in their hunting, for the most part tiring, bat
seldom killing the prey.’ The different requirements in
s hare hound and a ‘rabbiter’ are strikingly pronounced,
In the former, delicacy of nose is all important ; but in
the latter, where the quarry is rarely found further than
a stone's throw from bis burrow, which he can dart into

befors you oan shout ¢ knife,’ the less nose in your dogs
the better. Of course 1 am fully aware that beagles are
oooasionally employed in driving woods and spinnies,
as well as gorse and fern brakes for rabbits, but I say
there is nc special breed for this purpose either in size
or charaoter.

A pavk of these half-itreed smalisized terrier-
beagle-rabbiters is given by Stradanus in his thirty.
sighth plate, with an explanatory quatrain b; Dufficeus :

Callidus effosais latitare currioulus antris

Et generare golet. Verum perampe catelli
Anglorum celeres fallant peous : ore prehendunt
Illusum : predam venatorique ministrant,

+ Now for the seoond chapier of my disegreemynt. 1
maintsin tuere are ag many types of beagles ax there are
of spaniels, mastifts, or 8¢, Beruards, Bome are rough
as Jack Ruasel!s terriers, or Mr. Carrick’s otter hounde;
others as smooth and silky coated as a dachshund or a
toy terrier. Thero are strains, possibly derived from a
cross with the foxhound—showing the elaan out thioat
and symmetry of a-Manchester terrier ; aud guite as
familiar a2 the vxaot double of the ian dog men-
tioned by Arrian in the thiid ohapter cf his * Book on
Coursing’:—* Shaggy sud ugly, and such as are most
high bred aro most unsightly.’ Again, there is u very
distinet variety in‘* the Kerry beagle,’ a specimen whioh
sy, roughly speaking, be described as a miniutare
bloodhound, being of precisely the same eotour, and
sharing many of that noble deg's uhiel ohaiasteristios.
The beauiitul abort-] basset of France, the dachsh-
und of Germany, and the peculiar Swadish beagle, are

but b-anches of the one family, which most SXista
in oll the symoetry of variety.” tm.ly

The following description and points of Beagles are
by H. A. Clmk, Esq., Master of the Cockermouth
Beugles :

* Head, like & foxhound, not quite ro broad acsoss
forehead, with sweet, intelligent conntensnce, the head
long, and the nose rhould not come to a short point,

* Ears long, and set on low dowu, aud oarried cloae
to head, not too broad, ard the thinner in the leather
the better.

*¢ Neck and throat long and lean, but zome of the
heiavier hounds are very loose in thruat aud have a deep
voice,

. ‘“ Shoulders long and strong, well olothea with mus.
ole.

* Cheat deep and wide ; ribs also deep.

+ 4 Back strong and wide, and especially wide across
loins.  DLitohes are gonerally wider across loina than
dogs, for their size.

‘*“ Hind quarvers, the astronger the better, wide and
deep ; stern strung at set on, and tapering, oarried high,
bat not curled.

 Legs straight, although for work they are no worse
standing a little over on the forelegs, atrong of bone ;
feet round, likeacat. | °*

“ Colour, black, white, and ian ; black and white, I
had a heavy dog this color, that was always first to ind
game, and always led. e was well known among the
Cumbrians, and they knew his voics and said, * Dar,
that's auld Duster ; wo'll have A fun noo.’ Ooccasionally
beagles are the ocelour of bloodhounds,

*“Tte beagle should be hard in condition, with plenfly
of musole.

*'The Cockermouth beagles hunt the hare often on
Skiddaw aund in the lake distriet, Some capital runs
are enjoyed about Buttermecre, where it is o grand sight
to see the little honnds on the breast of a mountain,
where & sheet could cever them sometimes, and thelr
ory is melodious. It takes us all cur time to keep
with them on a good flat oountrgv In the season 1
and 1879 we killed eighty. e do not mount our
huntsman. In summer the dogs are sent out to farms,
&o., to walk, and are great pety with ehild:en,”

The following are the measurements of two good

dogs :
gr. H. A. Clark's Comet{/ : Age, 8 yrs. ; weight, 97}
1bs, ; height at shoulder, 143 in. ; length from nose to
not on of tail, 80 in.; length of tail, 11 In,; girth of
dhest, 21 in. ; girth of lein, 18 in.; girth of head, 184
in. ; girth of forearm, 5§ in, ; langth of head from ceei-
put to tip of ngse, 8 in. ; girth of mussle midway Le.
tween eyes and tip of nose, 74in. ; length of ears from
tip to tip, 17 in.

Mr. H. A. Clark’s dog Crowner : Age, 5 yrs. ; .reight,
263 lbs. ; height at shouider, 18 in, ; length fr.m nose
to set on of tail, 81 in, ; length of tail, 1 . ;
of ohest, 23 in. ; girth of loin, 183 in. ; girth ot b 14
in. ; girth of forearm, 6 in. ; lungth qf head from cosiput
to tip of nose, 7 in, ; girth of muszle midway between
oyes ?;d tip of nose, 8 in. ; length of ears from tip to
tip, 174 in,

KEXNEL NOTES,

At London, Ont., last week, Mr. T Davey's pointer
bitch gave birth to 17 puppies by Dr. &oodmﬂ's
8port. Our correspondent says that this lot of pups
are the prettiest :itter he has ever seen, and adds that
it is intended to exhibit them at the Toronto Dog
Bhow. This litter rxcecds by two the number by Mr.,
Mr. Jas. Jas. Douglass’ Irish setter bitch, which we
recorded about a month ago.

Dr. A. H, Buck, of New York, has presented his
Mastiff doﬁ Garm (o Mr. Theodore B? , of New
Rochelle, N.J.

Faust has been withdrawn from public service by
the 8t. Louis Keanel Club.

TILESTON MEMORIAL FUND.
Editor Town and Country :

S1e.—I bave to acknowledge the rec:ipt to date.
ot turther subscriptions to the * Tileston Meuoria]
fund,” as follows : Previously acknowledge : $5908,
Louis B. Wright 380. Through G, G. Bark:r, A,
Balem Friend, $10, Geo. P, Osgood $5, 8. D.
Crafts $1, Geo. G. Barker $5. H. O. Glover §5,
C. E. MoMardo $5, O. F. Faurtleroy, Es]., North.
oomb H ghampton, England, through Jas. Moors,
Toledo, $5, A. Hammersl y thromgh F. and 8. §3.
Total $650. Wo bave recsived row Mr. P, U. Ohl,
the promised oil vainting of uu En:l'sh snipe suit-
ably tramed, whichjis a fine work of ar:, ani th .
naml: will be dil.ponel of tor th. Iémﬂt of the fupd
at th) next regular meeting (au Bept.) of the Baske
«rn Field Trials Clabd. ¢ ")

Yorrs truly,

Feep N, Barz,
Secretary.

New York. Auo 7“1' 1880,



