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evii and adualterons generation, The red sky of evcning was understood by
theom to be a prophccy of a fair to-morrow ; anîd the red and Iowering sky
cf morningy te be a foreast cf foui weather. Yet wvith ail their skill ini
reading the wveatber sigits, they lîad no disecrumeut for the " signs of the
firnes." The eumpariscin iînplies a profound and most weighity atîalogy,
iinely, tlîat Goi *ivcs us in th7e .Present a propliecy of t/te Futurc ; and
tliat it is our duty and privilege te wvatch the historie horizon, note politi-
cal, moral, spiritual phenornena, and insîkce a broad and safe induction as te
the times to, corne; and espoeially developients nigrli at band even at the
doors.

Another grand truith inîplied in ail this is tijat, as God bas a plan in
lîi.story, so it is an infiuitely 'vise and good plan ; n>1 that therefore grand
hlistorie epochis ivait for the fitncss and fulztcsRq (i limes. Accident deter-
mines uothing ; there is no blunder or inistake, no ansticipation or pro-
cînstination. Wlîen everything is ready, and net liefore or after, with thec
precision of the înest perfect niechanisrn, cvcrything, moyen accordiing to is
appointmeut. Ihere may be a wlicel -w'ithin a whcol, but tixere is ilie spirit
of a living cresîtion iu the wvhee1s, and tlîey ail niove in one direction,
obedient to the guiding spirit, and the rim of thse Nwlsc3l is fuil of the cyca
cf Omniscience before and bellind.

Now observe wlîat follows : Goa hiavingr a definite historie plan, and
thic fitness and fuiness of times beiiug thse dcterminiug Iaw, %ve have only tu
study careftilly and prayerfully tlic events of the present d:îy to, sec thec
plan rcvcaled and rend tlic fe-ecast of thse fiuture, and espccially the near
future.* Tise cnrrent history of r. aukind couatitutes the putting forth of
flic louves of tuie fig-tree, which, reveals thse sunmcr as just at baud. The

rarul consideration and comparison of events, occurriniv bef ore our eyes
thus beconies te, the disciple the spirit of proplieey.

low, fliert, are wo te, know that flic litucss aind fuinesas of tinies for the
vigorous and successftil prosecuition cf thie work of missions lins uat lengtis
arrivcd! ?Wlîat, in respect of miissionarv enterprise, are the signs cf the
urne- now appeariugr on tlie world'"s horizon!? This question ive scek, wvith

(idlielp, te auswer.
Tiiere is a grand fundarental, principle ivhich tiuderlies ail discerumient

of the -i-,ns cf the tinie.-, narncly, the coînparisou of prophetie scriptures
with provideutial devclopnients. The Word of Goa ana thie wo;rk of (Gcna
iiiust ngree ; and %vu înust ]<now the former to interpret the latter. At d11
great crines iu history it wvill ho fiound thant prediction, inspired predictitn,
lias long poiuted as wvith uplifted linger towvard thut. crisis ; aud tien there,
lias licou at. fiat, crisis a siglrconvergenco cf events showing a pre.çidiing
gouluis in lîistory far ubove ma.11

For exanîple, talze tlic Incarnation, finit ncw L.irtli-liour of lustory.
IIow plainly lad proplietic prcdiction foretold Goîd's mnuife.station ii thle
fleoal, na with isstoi1îiim, riutenesa of detail. Thie Me Nalvas to, ho
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