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Gray Metropolitan was nuil and void, inasmuch as lier Majesty Iiad no power
ta issue such a patent fora caiaiiy possessing a separate legislat;ure 1 Both the
Cape and Natal have constitgtional government.: therefore Dr. Colcnso'a
patent as Bishop is also of no value!1

The judgment in which this extraordinary resuit is reached is said ta be a
masterpiece of legs1 reasaning; so conclusive that no, anc fias ventured ta
impuga its correct ncss. But it i8 nat a littie singular, and by no nicans
cred itable ta thc successive legal advisers ai' the Crown, that these Secs s3bould
bave beon creced throughout the Empire, and a whalc bateli of Bishopa
consecratcd, vho are now discovercd ta have no pawers at aIl. Nay, it is said
that ane or both aif theso very patents were issued when the authar aof this
judguicnt (as Sir Richard Betheli) was Attorney-Gcneral, and aof course under
bis advice. We believe it is held that the rite oi' conseoration is stili allowed
ta have conforred Episcopal powcrs upon the gentlemen wha bave reeeived
it, in 50 far as Confirmation and Ordination arc cancerned (tbough DOt in
England !); but the invalidity ai' the patents deprives the Bishaps oi' ail legal
authority, as rulers, aver their clergy, sa that scmne ather means mnust be found
of enforcing discipline.

The thrco lIndian Bisiiopries, with those ai' Nova Scatia, Jamaica, Antigua,
and Barbadoes, are said ta bo unaffected by this decisian, inasniuch as they
fave heen recagniscd by Acts af Parlinineat. Another class af secs, crcated

in colonies having a separate legislature, are af illegal arigin; they are those
ai' Fredericton, British Columbhia, Nassau, Capetawn, Grahamnstawn, Natal,
Adelaide, New Zealand, Waiapu, WTeIin,tan, Nelson, and Christchurch.
Thase ia Crawn colonies, or in colonies endowed vith legislative gavernaient
since the patents werc issued, are-na anc knaws wherc; and ta this elass
belong, St. Lielena, Sierra Leone, Victaria, Labuan,. Brisbane, Goulburn, and
Perth. Whilc a faurth class bave not, and never bac]'a sbadow of a shade oi'
legal ribt ta be. These are the Bishapries, oreatcd at thc instigation ai' the
l3ishop ai' Oxfoard and athers of his sebool, who would fàin have the church
ai' England a universal church, in places beyand the limits aof the British
dominions, as ilonululo, Central Ai'rica, Melanesia, the Niger Territory, and
Orang-e River. Thus out of sai-ne forty.one colonial bishops, appointed by
the Cro~wn, it is doubtfül if there are more than ton whose patents are worth
a straw !

It is an intcresting question for us, in Canada, in what position this decision
places the five Right Reverend gentlemen wha have been appainted by Lier
Majesty's Royal Letters; Patent ta, mie over thc United Chnrch of England
and Ireland in this Province. All the dioceses bore wero erected by Rayai
proclamation. Each Bishap is made such by patent. His Lordship ai'
.Montreai is Metropolitan by the saine autharity. Evea the elected bishops-
of Quebcc, Ontario, and Huron-were mcrely recommended ta the Qucen by
their respective Synods. ln t;heory she biac thc power ta, noruinate ochers ta
their offices. The patenta and the mandates ai' canscratian emanated from the
Crown. After this judgmcnt, howevor, it is hardly iikoly that any more
patents will ho issued. The niembers ai' the Episcopal churcli in eaeh calony
will bc loft to gavern theasselves in the sanie way as ail other denoininations
do, nainly, as voluatary associations. The idea ai' a légal connoctian,
shadowy as it has aiways been, with the. cburch aof England, will prabably ho
giveu up. The conneetion af synipathy and identity aof liturgical offices and
.doctrinal standards nmay remain as complote as ever.

"The Uuited Church ai' En-land and Ireland in Canada" as it calis itseWf,
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