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upon this point, if I had $Pace, soute cutiotis
passngcs front historians of' tic -ge. The
great body of the peoplo in the country, anid of
tie poorer classes in the towvns, were destitutc
of' the simples.t, elemcntary edt1cation. They
could nlot rond even their bibles. Trials l'or
%vitcheraft wcre then nlot unfrequent-Chief
Justice biot, in tlic reign of Jamnes 1l, conduct-
cd ne lcss than twelve. The power orfortunc-
telliîîg %vas as mach confided in as revelation.
Ilale, wlien Chîel'Justice, did not deny flic gift
or supernatural powers ; and Johnson. liait' a
century posterior, during his visit to the Iligh-
landsa, became a convcrt to flic doctrine oi 'se-
cond siglit.'

1 corne nowv to the presenit, and to flic last.
In the march of' nîiîd, in tic iisefi tritimphs of'

genlius$-in the general spread of educatmonand
of illtelligence-how far, hov iimmeasurably flr
dees this surpass any former age of knowIldg.
['Enriche des decouvertes, detrois (tOur) autres,'

saaVoltaire, lit a plus fait en certain geiires
que les trois f'ou ensemble.'] It is dîfficult to
delineate flic line of demarration betwcen the
fourth and the present-for, fromn Milton, New-
ton, and Addison, up to tie em or Byron, 1ler-
achel, and Scott, there seeuts no break in the
lino of illustrious men. Thi3 age of literary
achievement inay be dateil front flic trne of
Hume, Gibbon, and Robert.son ; ail of wlîom
impartcd a more masculine and nervous vigour
to the national style and eloquence.

But fice earliest manifestations of'the concent-
trated genius of the age were cxhîluîtcd in thc
publication oftflic Edinburgh Reviewv, tlie bright
precursor of that host ni' coînpetitors * %lîich
have since given to learning and criticiara their
popular efficacy and influence. 1 inîght casily
dilate upoii the inspiration whici tlie excitingr
events of the Americanand F"renclh Revohitions-,
liad uipon the intellect of Europe. The first
fired the oratory of Chatham, and since the days
of Demosthenes, neyer did the potent spell of
cloquence charm tip so glorious a band of ivor-
shippers-Pitt, Fox, Sheridan, Bi3rke, Erskine,
Canning and O'Connell. The mantle of' the
classies scmed ta bave descended tipon tlim.
The greatest historians of modemn tirnes, wvho
may justly be contrasted wit Herodotus,
Thucydides, Tacitus, and Livy, Nvere oi this
period. Adam Smnith followed out thc crude
and immature conceptions of the French Econ-
omists, and laid the ondation of that noble
science of Political Economny, whiclî niust even-
tually formn the basis nf ail just and enlightened
legislatian. Hlerschel pursued the discoveries
of Halley and Newton until he lias %videned
thc imits of our planetary system, and extend-
cd beyonci ail former estirnate, the boundaries
of visible andi pnopled space. I>oetry has as-
sumed a nobler, more useful, because a simpler
range Criticisrn has becorne more practical
and helthy. The Novel deals with men and!
the events of hle, andi less wvith fancy andi wild

romance. By thc gcnius ai Scott it lis beeti
înoîlded into lis iiost perfect inria, and now
blonds the learning of lîistory and! the influence
ofi' orals, %vith Uhe graces of' the imagination,
Add te thi8 the improvemnent in the metaphy-
sical sciences, cflèccted by Reid, Stewart, Blrown
and Abercronibic-the discoveries in Chomist-
ry, claborated by Lavasier, Davy, and Farrady:
the Scàîcp'e ni WVatt ; Uic labours of Cuvier
andc Lycil in Gcology and Fossil bontes ; tho
calculating miachineý 'i Babbage, the Locomo-
moive Eg nio' Stephenson, the pinus light

wihhsbeen cast by Paley and Roget en
Vegetable Physiology-the application ni steam
to spinning and wcaving-thc progress made
in the science nf agrictilturc--4he innumorable
discoveries rin the curcle ni the practical arts,
fotinded tipon chernicail analyses ; and it will, 1
thiink-, be rcadily conceded, thutt no former age
had a titlîe ofiflic glory arpertsiining to this.

Buot this age ia chiefly remoikable, ana it ia
on this point oi superiority, and the bcaring it
bas upon our present argument, 1 now press it
uipon flic notice ni the Institute, in the care it
lias erfrntded Io fice educatioa of the people.-
The systein îîursîied in colleges has been mn-
dernized, and their anciont privileges invaded
and broken down, se es te open their portais,
and extend their bec1ts, to less exclus'ive
classes. Selinols bave been muiltiplied, and! tbo
classics aond popular sciences taught to those
to %%heon before thîey %vere tnknowvn and inac-
cessible. The 'Mimister ni Education Çorrna un
important nîcinber ni the Cabinet in every popu-
lur goverriment. A liberal quota ni the public
i'inds is jîlaced at lus disposai. France, Prus-
sia, Uic Rtussuiai AutocTat, Englanci, and Arne-
rica, jurzue with comumon zeai. this noble course
ni national adî'unceieint. Rci'orrn bas thus
reccied and recast thue Icarning nffic tu chools--
bue.thei effort of imptovenient, thc match of
intellect, is cluîefiy to be tracci] in Uhc 'ceduuca-
lioit o,f ci'cuinstances,' to %vhich tihe popular
inid us subjected. 1 allude to the nuinber of'
ileriodicais and 'Newspapers pliblished andl ci:-
cuilatedI-the innuimerable liost oi volumes is-
suing front tlic Press in the forin nf Cabinet
Cyclopeduas, Family Lîbraries, &c., under the
patronage oi Societies for Uhc ' Difflusion of
lscfi'u "knowledge,' which arc intended te

bring science and literature within the reach
and means ni the mniddle orders ; tac establish-
ment of Socicties for thse Iearned, andu of Me-
clianica' Institutes for the artizans and opera-
tive classes ; and lastly, tbe publication ni those
Journais and Penny Mlagazines, îvhich, in their
philosophy andi iterary execution, v4ien ton-
trasted with the chcapne.ss etf their price, are
such honourable trophies to the genius and art
ni the age. Chambers has now aecured a
xveekly circulation or 100,000, andc tie London
Penny Magazine 270,000. Tiiese two sheets
have a more important ell'cct in advaocing thse
general intelligence in a week than ai the liter-


