
Orniitlolog,- Teclinical terms.14
.10. T/we vent featiiers and under-tail coverts, that extenfi from, the

anuts or vent to the tail uindcrneath. These feathers are inuel longer in some
tribes of Birds than others. Those that have a constant habit of flirting by
their tai's-like, for example, the Rallus Carolinus, and several species of
small shore Birds-hiave the vent feathers unusually wvell developcd.

'The tail.f,'tlltcrs are varions in size and numbers, aud are gcnerally the
rnost ernainental part of aBird. The tail performs the most necessary office
in the navigation or the Bird througvh the air ; ini faet, it is the rudder by
ivhich the course cf the Bird is determinied, and acts in concert withithe wil
of the Bird as freely -as a slip obeys lier helm.

11. Loral space.-Theli space between the bill and eye.
12. Frons.-The forehead.
13. Corona.-Crown of the head.
14. Orciptt.-Theli hind part of the head.
15. i'lc.rttr.-Bend of the wing.
16. 'Psrsi.-Shanks of legs.
17.Tbi-T ig.
'Ple upper and lower bis are called the superior and inferior maxilla,

or upper anti lower mandibles.
Ir',s-iides.-The colored circle surrounding the pupil of the eye.
.leleuîum.-lhe chin.
&'uttur.-The throat.
Collumr.-T'he neckc.
R:, es.-TPhe breast.
In ni-isurenment, the total lengthi means from point of the bill to, theend of

mniddle :i feathers. Length of t/he wings means froin the bend of the wing
to the cnd cf the longest quili feather."

TI- anirror, speculum or Beauty spot, is a space on the wings of some
species 'v th brighter colours than the other parts of the wing.

ThVl~t engthi of the wving is generally ineasured from the tip of one wving
to theù c I ic otlier, and the two dimension arc sixnply expressed infigures
tus, 24:• 38k• the first indicating the lcgth from, the bill to, the tail> and
Uic latter the lengthi of the expanded ivings.

'flc above are nearly ail the technical ternis used in dcscribing birds,
-and after a few attempts at their application to specimens, theywill become
fixed in the memory, and give no further trouble. There are inafy Mytems
of classification proposed by varions authors, and to reconcile themý aIl wit1h
caca -otIier would be impossible; in fact inost of them are consideied bjthe
best natUr'IIqtS to be defective, and need not bc studied isntil -after some
knowledge of the species, and genera bas been acquired.

Lnous, in his Systema Nature, divides the class 6f flirds Jùto six
orders. lumnenbach inakes nine orders. Cuvier mak-es six. M. Vieillot,
a oelebratcd French Ornithologist, five. Mr. N. A. Vigors, five. M. (J.
J. Temminckz, in bis Maniel d'Ornithologie, sixteen; and Professorg
Igassiz & Gould, in the system published in-the second ârticeîof -tbis Jour-
ual> only four orders
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