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SHORE LINE SCORED

IN THE

-lon the subject. It was his belief that it
{ was being passed for political and personal
réasons.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley said that as to there
being political reasons he knew nothing

about that because he did not know the
politics of those who are asking for the
{ bill. It was absolutely necessary for the

purpose of enabling the people of Hd-
mundston to make a choice of whoever

GeorgcJ ‘Clarke, in Moving

they pleased for mayor and aldermen. All
it does is to allow the people to elect a

That Domimon Gevernmentﬁmm who is liable to be rated and the |

Buy the Road, Declares That Passengers Are Alraid o e

Travel on It; That it Has Only Made Eleven Trips Since
Unanimously Adopts the Resolution.

- December—House

. Fredericton, N. B, April 7—The house

t at 3 o’clock.

Ir. Osman said: I rise to a question of
privilege. The other day when the appro-
priation for the library was before the
committee of supply the leader of the op-
position made a very appropriate address
in'regard to the state of the libary every
woid of which I agreed. But I made

e further remarks which are mot in-

ided in the official report and which 1
think it is only ‘dué to the librarian to be
made public. While I am ready to ac-
knowledge that while no pretentions are
made as to his literary attainments as far
@s his capaeity enabled him he has been 2
diligent and faithful servant of the govera-
ment. He has ‘done his work dilligently
and well and I would be glad to move
that his salary be increased.

Shore Line Resolution.

Mr. Clarke said—In presenting the reso-
fution with reference to the New Bruns-
wick Southren Railway I may say that it
&:nbmnted nat only in‘the interests of

rlotte county, but also in the interests
of every man in New Brunswick who has
jusiness along the line of that railway.
is railway gives the people of Bt.
Stephen a competing line with the C. F.
R. and therefore the proper maintenance
of the New Brunswick Southren is a
necessity.
. The act incorporating the railway com-
which wag then known as the Grand
Southren was passed in 1874 and the rail-
way was completed in 1882. In 1880. Russell
8age of New-York, and other individuals
most of them residing in the United States
were incorporated as the Shore Line Rail-
way Company. They afterwards acquired
the Grand Southren Railway which was
renamed the Shore Line end in 1806 an act
of the parliament of Canada declared this
road to be a railway for the general ad-
yantage of Canada.;

This railway is 823 miles in length and
extends from St. John to St. Stephen by
way of 8t. George through a country which
is capable of giving it a large amount of
traffic. The amount of stock of the road
is put down at $49,000. It received from

’he provincial government a subsiady of
$413,000. and also local subsidies to the
smount of $3,000. It has a bonded debt
of $300,000. The total cost of the railway
and, rolling stock is set down in the rail-
way report at $1,813,000.

‘No. one who knows this road will be-
Jieve that any such sum was spent on its
eonstruction. Many are of the opinion
that the road was built for the amonnt of
the provincial subsidy. The mortgage upol
the road was foreclosed and Russell Sage
boughit it in for $101,000, It is very evi-
‘dent that the present owners of the road
paid: a very small, sym_for. of.

" The country through which the road

passes is one of the best and most wealthy

ertions of New Brunswick. In addition to
the large lumbering interests upon the
line of railway there are the Red Granite
Works of St. George, the fisheries and

. other sources. of revenue.

Bervice Very Bad.

“‘I'he service of this railway to the people
$as been most unsatisfactory and is get-
ting worse. It was tied up all last winter
dfter the first of February and in Janu-
ary of this year only eleven firips were
made.

The road also received a subsidy from
the dominion goyernment for carrying the
mails and that also has been most unsatis-
factory. I am informed that some Jumber-
men have been compelled to abandon their
operations in consequence of being unable
to bring their supplies over the road.

. Many appeals have been made for 2
better service and the answer to these ap-
peals usually ie that the road does mpt
pay and that they are not warranted 1n
keeping it open. I venture to affirm that
if the road does not pay it ought to pay

d that its failure to pay <an only be due

bad management.

In addition to the lumber mills upon the
line of railway which yield a large traflic
there are six granite cutting concerns at
8t. George besides the St. George Pulp
and Paper Company, with a capacity of
fifty tons of pulp a day. There is also the
ordinary local - traffic and a passenger
‘raffic which was by no means small and
might be very largely.increased if the road
was .put in a better condition.

Many Afraid of the Road.

Many people are afraid to travel over
the railway and prefer to go round by the
Jonger road. I believe if the road does not
pay it is due to bad management. ‘Lhe
rates charged are complained of by many
persons. The sleepers of the road are in

condition, the rails are small and much
worn and the engines of small capacity.
All these things are responsible for its
financial condition. The moad has not suf-
ficient equipment and’its managers neglect
to provide against delay that might be
caused by snow storms. It is favorably
situkted as regards snow storms and might
be kept open all winter with little care.
Mhére was a sleet storm last winter after
which the manager neglected to send &
#langer over the road and the result was
jb foze to the rails. The owners of the
voad have allowed their snow fences to
go down and this accounts for the block-
ade last winter at Spruce Lake. If they
had a proper equipment at ‘the St. Stepehn
end of the line it could have been kept
open to St. George without difficulty.

The company has been endeavoring to
get a bridge over the St. Croiz et Bt.
Stephen so as to establish connection with
the United States. This has been defeated
because the company and the St. Stephen
people could not agree as to the locality
of the bridge and it is believed by many
that there is & deliberate intention on the
part of the company to glve as poor a
service a8 possible for the purpose of co-
ercing the St. Stephen people.

The company have defied the govern-
ment with regard to keeping the road in
propet condition and ignored the com-
mapds, of the railway. commissioners of
Ca . The latter sent their engineer
over the road and da bis report he says
that $00,000 at least. will be vequired to
equip it properly, . oo

‘| but only to supplement what my colleague

Mr. Grimmer said that even if that wal
g0 it was wrong to pass this legislation for
the purpose of meeting an eléction just
iboit to be held. It had never before been
held that a person not a taxpayer could
be clected to these offices. This establishes
an ertirely new principle.

Hon. Mr. Tweedie said that if they look-
ed at the act they would see it was doubt-
ful whether anyone could be elected be-
cause it required the candidate to be as-
sesséd and to pay his taxes within the
town,_although there had been no town
assessment. The persons who vote are not
taxpayers but persons who are liable to be
assessed. No one is being hurt by this
change in the towns incorporation act,
which is a public act and when the atten-
tion of the attorney general is called to
any defect in it he-is required to have it
remedied.

Mr. Osman could see no reasonable ob-
jection to this legislation.

Mr. Clarke called attention to section
98 of the act under which in some towns
the electors were voting for municipal
councillors. This was objected to by the
people of the parish. He referred to the
case of St. George and suggested that the
act be amended.

Ton. Mr. Tweedie—This can be done in
a separate act. The bill was then read a
third time.

Mr. King introduced a bill to amend the
act of the Auto Road Company. Hon. Mr.
Tyweedie a bill to amend chapter 53 of the
Consolidated Statutes respecting pubhc
health. Hon. Mr. Sweeney a bill for the
relief of emigrant :children. He said that
it was for the purpose of enabling societies
which sent children to become -guardians
of these children and to see that they were
properly treated. 3

Hon. Mr. Sweeney presented the peti-
tion of the Hon. D. L. Hanington in favor
of a bill tolamend the act for preventing
forest fires in Westmorland.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley introduced a bill pro-
viding for a stipendiary magistrate in the
parish of Johnston, Queens county.

House went into committee on bills, Mr.
Allen in the chair.

The bill to amend the Supreme Court
Act was agreed to with amendments. Une
amendment provides that at the non-jury
circuits in St. John county one of the
judges residing in St. John shall preside.
Another amendment is that the chief jus-
tice may appoint an additional circuit in
each county for the trial of mon-jury cases
when thé business requires it.

Grand Falls Charter.

The bill to confirm the charter of the
Grand Falls Water Power Company was
next taken up. !

Mr. Hazen asked whether the charter

The owners of the road 'claim that if
the government would accede to their re-
quest and give them a sibsidy to make
connections with the American railways
and with the I. C. R. at St. John they
would put the road in proper condition.
But if the owners of the foad in New
York see that it can be made to pay by
establishing these connections there is mo
reason why the profit should not go into
the exchequer of the dominion of Canada.

I am also ehcouraged in moving this
resolution by the fact that' the minister
of railways at Milltown just before the
recent election announced himself in favor
of the government acquiring this railway.
The attorney general made the same gtate-
ment in a speech at 8t. John.

Mr. Olarke's Resolution.

I will now move the resolution, which is
as follows:

Whereas, the New Brunswick Southern
Railway Company  connecting the city
St. John in the province of New Brunswick
and the town of St. Stephen in said prov-
ince passes through a populous and import-
ant farming district, including the town and
parish of St. George, the seat of the Can-
adian red granite industry, of a large. pulp
mill and of several sardine canning plants;

an

Whereas, the said railway may be con-
nected at small expense with the terminus of
the I. C. R. system at the said city of St.
John and at the town of St. Stephen with
the system of United States railways ter-
minating at the city of Calais in the State
of Maine, and may be made an important
feeder of the I. C. R. and a connecting line

ween the Canadian government system
of railways and the great railway systems
of the United States by way of the Washing-
ton County Railway, the Main Central and
the Boston & Maine Railway; and

Whereas, in the opinion of this house the
connection which would be established be-
tween the United States and a large section
of the maritime provinces by the acquire-
ment of said railway by the dominion gov-
ernment would ensure to the prosperity of
the country generally and wou.d ensure a
continuous end satisfactory railway and mail
service to the people residing along the line
of said railway.

Therefore be it enacted by this house that
it would be greatly to the benefit- of the
maritime provinces, particularly of that por-
tion of the country traversed by the said
New Brunswick Southern Railway as well
as of advantage to the 1. C. R. t the
dominion government ghould acquire the said
New Brunswick Southern Railway and this
house shouid respectfully urge the federal
government to acquire the said New Bruns-
wick! Southern Railway provided that it
can be secured at a fair and reasonable price
and to operate the same as a part of the
1 C. R. system; and be it further

Resolved, that a copy of this resolution,
signed by the clerk of this house, be for-
warded to.the minister of rallways aod
canals and that a copy be sent also to the
gecretary of state with the request that the

:n con::ll.' tovthe goyeenor geasral provided for lumber going over Grand
Falls.

Resolution Oarried. !

” Hon. Mr. Tweedie—It does. No doubt

" Hon. Mr. Hill said: It is not miy inten-

: ( : the object of the Ottawa charter was to
tion to make a speech on this resolution,

enable them to show as much damage as
possible when this coinpany began to ex-

harlottee h id by one or two
from Charlottee has said by one ercise their rights.

statements. He says that the road would

pay if put in good condition. Mr. Oborne Hon. Mr. Pugsley—It 'is the viewy
of the C. P, R., told me after his engi- of this government that mno char-
ter ought to be granted at Ottawa

neers had gone over it that they reported
that they <could reduce the length of the
road by seventeen miles so as to give &
21 hours service between St. Stephen
and St. John. If people felt the road to
be safe the passenger traffic would be
doubled yet no passenger I believe has
ever been injured on the road.

As to the cost of the road I think it
cost more than the subsidy. I believe that
the $800,000 of bonds were hypothecated
with Russell Sage for $250,000. Other ex-
penditures have been made by Sage so
that he has probably paid in all about
$400,000 for this railway.

As to Mr. Emmerson’s statement. that
he was in favor of taking the road over
that was mot an election promise for it
was made to me at ‘Ottawa more than a
year before the elections came off. WMr.
Emmerson said to me it was desirable to
acquire the road because it would give
the I. C. R. access to the United States.

T think in justice to the railway I should
say that the conditions for keeping it open
last winter were extremely unfavorable. 1
am informed that in the ten miles from
St. John to Spruce Lake the company ex-
pended or lost $20,000 in labor and damages
to their rolling stock in trying to keep the
road open. While I fully sympathize with
our people. for the inconvenience they have
suffered I feel that the railway people
should not be blamed.for not doing what
was impossible. I need only add that I am
in favor of the resolution. The resolution
was carried unanimously. >

for provincial objects. ‘Lhat to grant such
charters is the exclisive right of the legis-
lature and I give notice that this is a
provincial object and that this company
which has been chartered at Ottawa will
not be allowed to acquire property in New
Brunswick without the license of the
lieutenant governor in council. We wall
not allow anything to stand in the way
of this great emterprise. =

The bill was agreed to.

Fredericton, April 8—The house met at
3 o’clock.

The bill in amendment of the health
act was agreed to. It does away with the
necessity of having at least one physician
on locdl boards of health.

Mr. Robertson introduced a bill to
amend the act incorporating the Ingle-
wood Puip & Paper Company. Mr. Clair
a 'bill to incorporate the Clair Station
Water Company.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley gave notice of the
following amendment to the bill relating
to the St. John Street Railway:

Add as sub=section (4) to new section 1
—The work of removing snow and ice
from the streets and highways and the
making or repairs thereto which by this
act or any other act, any such Street Rail-
way Company is required to do, shall in
the city of St. John be dome under the
direction and supervision of the superin-
tendent of streets of the said city and in
any parish of the said city and county of
the highway board of such parish.

Should the said company neglect or re-
fuse to carry out the lawful directions of
such superintendent of streets, or high-
way board, as the case may be, from time
to time, the said company shall be liable
to a penalty.for every such refusal or ne-
glect to an ‘amount not exceeding $500,
which may be recovered under the Sum-
mary Convictions’ Act, :

(5) In addition to ithe- penalty provided
for in the next preceding sub-section, the
city of St. John, or the highway board,
respectively, shall be entitled to, recover
by action at law against such railway com-
pany whatever sum of money the said
city or highway board respectively may
reasonably expend in the repair of such
streets and highways or in the removal of

Want Government to Buy Cara-
quet Railway.

Mr. Young said: In rising to move my
resolution with Tegard to the Caraquet
and Gulf Shore Railways I wish to say
that these lines are important feeders of
the J. C. R. They traverse for about 85
miles an imporant and populous part of
the county which I have the honor to re-
present and ome with very imporant re-
sources. The volume of export trade in
that part of Gloucester county amounts to
about $27,000,000 a year.

1 therefore move:

Whereas, the Caraquet Railway passes
through a populous and important farming,
fishing, lumbering and milling district along

%:u?o:ywrpfndmmeu. in the county of|gnow and ice therefrom, where such ex-
Whereas' the Gulf. Shore Rallway also | penditure is rendered necessary by reason

of the failure of such railway company to
make the repairs to such streets and high-
ways which they are by this act required
to do or to remove such snow therefrom.

Bills Assented To.

At 4 o’clock the lieutenant-governor
came to the hduse and assented to the
following bills:—

To authorize the sale of certain lease-
hold property in the aity of St. John held
in trust as a Home for Fallen Women.

To constitute the parishes of Gordon
and Lorne in the county of Vietoria, a
police district, and te appoint a stipen-
diary or police magistrate for said dis-
triet.

In relation to the registration and iden-
tification of motor vehicles and the use
of the public highways by such vehicles.

To authorize the board of school frus-
teés of the town of St. Andrews to issue
debentures.

In amendment of the act 57th Victoria,

chaptey 61, intityled an ach 19 inoorpovgte

passes through an equally populous farm-
ing; fishing, lumbering and milling dis-
trict; and .

Whereas, the said Caraquet Railway joins
the I. C. R. at Gloucester Junction and Is
a very important feeder thereof; therefore

Resolved by this house that it would be
greatly to the benefit of the province as
well as of advantage to the sald I. C. R. that
the dominion government should aocquire
.hhs said Caraquet and Gulf Shore Railways
and this house would respectfully urge the
federal government to acquire the said Car-
aquet and Gulf Shore Rallways provided
they can be secured at a fair and reasonable
price and operate the same as part of the
Intercolonial eystem; and further

Resolved, that copies of this resolution
be forwarded to the Right Ilon. Sir Wilfrid
Laurier and the minister of railways.

Towns’' Incorporation Act.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley moved that the bill to
amend the Towns Incorporation Act be
read a third time,

Mr. Hazen said that he had received a
telephone from Edmundston stating that
the people there knew nothing about this
bill and as it was stated to be likely to
affect them they had right to be be heard
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How's
Your
Appetite?

Don’t enjoy what you
eat? Don’t care whether
you cat or not? Feel un-
comfortable after eating?
What a differcnt person
you’ll be after taking: just
one bottle of W

In full pint bottles, only
$1. At all dealers,

THE LEEMING, MILES C0., Limited, MONTREAL.

Gibson Village for water and fire pur-

poses.

An act relating to the incorporating of
“First Church of Christ Scientist,” St.
John (N. B.)

Relating to the appointment of assessors
of taxes.in the city of St. John.

To amend the Act 1 Edward VII, chap-
ter 71, intituled “an act to empower cer-
tain of the inhabitants of the parish of
Richibucto to assess themselves for light-
ing purposes.”

To empower the ratepayers of the vil-
lage of Rexton to assess themselves for
lighting purposes.

Tn amendment of chapter 49 of the Con-
solidated Statutes, 1903, respecting the
University of New Brunswick.

To authorize exemption from taxation
“ge) Canada Woodenware Company (Lim-
ited).

Respeoting the Caraquet Railway Com-

pany. :

To emend chapter 170 of “the Consok-
dated Statutes,’ 1003, respecting rates and
taxes, so far ag it relates to the several
parishés in ﬂ:ﬁ’?“city and county of St.
John. e /

In amendment of the Towns Inccrpora-
tion Act. s

To amend the act 62 Victoria, chapter
57, an act respeeting water supply and fire
protection for the village of St.- Mary’s,
county of York, - - -

Relating to the eity of Moncton.

In addition to and in amendment of
“The Schools Act.” .

Respeoting life and accident insurance.

In further amendment of the-act incor-
porating the président and directors of the
Home for Aged Females in the city of St.
John, t

Relating to the construction and inspec-
tion of buildings within certain limits in
the city of Fredercton.

To amend the~ act incorporating the
“Maine and New Brunswick Electrical
Power Company, Limited.”

Relating to the town of Chatham. :

To authomize the town .council of the
town of Milltown to provide a system of
water works for said town.

To incorporate the East Florenceville
Water Company.

For the protection of persons employed
in factories.

To amend chapter 53 of the Consoli-
dated Statutes, 1903, respecting “public
health.”

Fishery Resolution.

Hon. Mr. Hill moved the following:—

Whereas it has been brought to the at-
tention of this legislature that the fish-
erieg commission, recently appointed by
the government of Canada, have submitted
to the government the following recom-
mendation: ;

(a) That an export duty be placed up-
on sardine herring.

(b) That the customs laws with regard
to the entering and clearing of vessels be
strictly enforced against sardine boats:

(¢) That the present weir license fee of
$5 be increased to a minimum ‘figure of
$20 with a maximum of $60. 5

(d) That no mnew weir licenses be
granted;

Ang whereag, this legislature is satisfied
that the enactment of these recommenda-
tions would practically destroy-the sar-
dine herring fishery of Passamaquoddy
Bay, upon which the fishing and trade
population of Charlotte county, in the
province, largely depend that until an
ample market has been secured for the
product of this fishery to take the place
of the market the fishermen of said county
now enjoy in the United States, it would
be unwise to impose #n export duty or
take any action to disturb existing condi-
tions; that the only immediate effect of
such a duty would be to divert the fishery
and the profits of the same from New
Brunswick and its people to the state of
Maine -and the fishermen of said state;
that in respect to the entering and. clear-
ing of boats engaged in the sardine carry-
ing trade, this business canmot be suc-
cessfully carried on.if a strict interpreta-
tion of the customs laws in ithat regard
be insisted on; that any increase in the
weir - license fee would prove a burden
which, owing to the erratic movements of

the fish, would prevent many of the poor-1

er fishermen from continuing their license,
and that the non-issuance of new weir li-
censes would shut out many young men
from ithe shore fisheries of ithe province
and compel them to leave the country or
resort to illegal fishing and that the con-
dition of the figheries does not warrant
any sudch restrictions.

Therefore be it resolved, that this legis-
lature place on record its disapproval of
the recommendation of the fishery com-
mission above set forth and respectfully
urge upon the government of Canada that,
under the conditions existing in the sar-
dine fishery, the enactment of the said
vecommendation iy not advisable and that
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such enactment would be attended with
incalcuable injury to a large poxtion of
the population of the county of Charlotte,
one of the most important sections of the
province of New Brunswick.

And be it further resolved, that a copy
of this resolution signed by the clerk of
this house be forwarded to the minister
of marine and fisheries and that a copy
be lilkewise sent to the secretary of state,
with a request that the same be submitted
to the governor-general-in-counci

The resolution was strongly éupported
by the mover and Mr. Hartt and unani-
mously carried.

The house went into committée on bills,
Mr. Grimmer in the chair. The following
bills were agreed to:—

Relating to the election of ftrustees of
the First Moncton Baptist church.

To authorize the minister of the Uanion
church in Calais to solemnize marriages.

Relating to rates and taxes in the city
of Fredericton.

To provide for a stipendiary magistrate
in the parish of Johnston, in Queens
county.

To enable the Rev. Richard Slogget to
solemnize marriages.

Further amending the law relating to
the town of Campbellton.

The house went into committee on the
' bill to amend the probate court aet, Mr.
. Tweeddale in the chair. It was agreed to
.wit,h amendments, the principal one pro-
| posed by the Hon. Mr. Pugsley, being

that where there was an intestate estate
.and no one appeared who seemed to have

the right to administer, the judge of pro-
| bate might appoint a person to take care
{ of it temporarily.
The house adjourned at 6 o'clock.

STEAMBOATS MUCH SAFER

Good Effect of Slocum Tragedy Re-
ported in United States.

Washington, April 7—George Uhler, su-
pervising inspector general of the steam-
boat inspection service, has returned from
a visit to Pittsburg, Cleveland and De-
troit, where he went to confer with his
local inspectors regarding the enforcement
of the rules made. by the bureau last
month,

“I find that, with a very few excep-
tions,” says Mr, Uhler, “that vessel owners
throughout the country are anxious to
comply with all the provisions of the law
and are making their boats as safe as hu-
man ingenuity and care can accomplish.
Out in-the west, as in the east, the steam-
boat men are looking forward with a great
deal of hope for a good summer seasén.
The confidence of the public, which was
so serioualy shaken by the Slocum disaster,
has now been.restored to a very large ex-
' tent, and it is thought by most of the ex-
perts that the excursion business will re-
turn to its mormal condition next sum-
mer. Authorities seem to differ a good deal
as to the exact extent of the damage their
business suffered on' account of the Slo-
cum tragedy. Some place it as high as 75
‘per cent of loss; nearly all agree that the
receipts of the season following the dis-
aster were cut down at least 50 per cent.
T do mot think that I am exaggerating the
facts when I say that the steamboats of
the country are mow in better condition,
so far as safety is concerned, than they
ever were before in our ristory.

“The labor and expense that have been
involved in this rejuvenating process have
been simply incalculable. In the matter of
life-preservers alone the steamboat owners
have spent fortunes. I was talking to a
manufacturer of preservers the other day,
who told me that he was so rushed with
orders that he had turned down one or-
der for seventeen thousand that very week.
Contrary to general belief, cork is not the
only good material that may enter into the
make-up of a preserver. The bureau ex-
perts believe that the best thing yet dis-
covered is tule, a Teed that is grown in
California very extensively and in some of
the tropical countries. It is much lighter
than cork, is wonderfully strong, and will
last indefinitely with proper care.

MEDICINE FOR MEN.

. ol
Something that will Banish Worries and
Brace Up the System.

Has it ever occurred to you that you
need a medicine as men—not as old men
or young men, but as men? Are you
never conscious that the special wear and
tear of life whichiinen sustain need re-

pair? Worry man out quicker
than work, b s not an accident,
it is a sympt ptom of mervous
exhaustion. Iptoms are nervous
hegdache; mon] pss, that makes it
dific ; a weak feelin

energ

the n§gves gem. Mr.
Neil H N .FB., is one
of the s proved the

says:

pletely run down;
and I suffered m,
achés. Doctors’ 3
the needed relig
Williams’ Pin}

Edicine did not give me
so I decided to try Dr.
Pills. I used only a few
boxes when j% former health returned,
and now I like a new man.”

Weak, neWous, broken down men—and
women, too—will find new health and
happiness in a fair use of Dr. Williams’
Pink Pills. But be sure that you get the
genuine with the full name “Dr. Williams’
Pink Pills for Pale People” printed on
the wrapper around every box. Sold by
medicine dealers or eent by mail at 50
cents a box, or six boxes for $2.50, by
writing The Dr. Williams' Medicine Co.,
Brockville, Ont.

Largest Lake Steamer Yet.

Chicago, April 8—The largest craft on
the Great Lakes was launched today at
the yards of the Chicago Ship Building
Company, South Chicago. The vesse] is
the steamer Elbert H. Gary, and is one
of four of steel construction building for
the Pittsburg Steamship Company, and 1is
to be used for carrying ore. She is 569
feet long and will have a carrying capacity
of 10,000 tons.

First German Turbine Liner.

Hamburg, April 8—At the Vulean works
at Stettin today, there was launched a
doulde-screw turbine steamship for the
Hamburg-American line. This will be the
first turbine vessel-in the German mer-
chant maring,
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GREATEST NAVAL BATTLE |
OF THE WAR IMPENDING

Rojestvensky’s Fleet, Foul With Seaweed, Passes Safely
Into China Sea---Russians Elated Over the * Stratagem™
of Their Admiral, and Have High Hopes of Defeating
Togo---Oyama Pushing On to Kirin. |

Singapore, Straits Settlements, April 8—
The Russian Baltic squadron paesed here
at 2.30 o’clock this afternoon. The 47 ships
steaming slowly at eight knpts an hour,
four abreast, presented a striﬂing spectacle.

The vessels, however, bore evidence of
the effécts of their long sea voyage and the

 waterline showed seawced a foot long. Y

The squadron was led by a large cruiser,
followed by three converted former Ham-
burg-American line vessels. Then came the
¢ruisers, colliers, battleships, ete. The
colliers were mostly in the centre of the
fleet. The decks of the warships were coal
laden, while the colliers and the former
Hamburg-American liners were light of
draught. '

The fleet pased seven miles.

The Russian consul visited and gave de-
spataches to a torpedo boat.

The fleet consisted of six . battleships,
nine cruisers, eight torpedo boat destroy-
ers, three volunteer fleet vessels, sixteen
colliers, one salvage ship and one hospital
ehip, and three HamburgAmerican liners.
The fleet did not stop to receive despatches
or ‘o consult with the consul. Subsequent-
ly the consul visited Vice-Admiral Rojest-
vensky’s ship, talking to him from a
launch, He did not board the vessel but
was cheered heartily on leaving the side of
the ship. The consul gave to the fleet their
first mews of the fall of Mukden.

The vessel are burning soft coal and a
tremendous smoke is visible for miles.
(Gangways were not lowered and nobody
was permitted on board the vessel. No
news was vouchsafed. The only launches
allowed to approach the fleet were those
of the Russian consul and of the Asociated
Press. Natives lined the seafront and
were geratly excited. :

Artillerymen and submarine miners were
kept at their posts all day manning the
guns and mines. As the fleet did not touch
the harbor limits no salutes were fired.
The squadron disappeared about & o’clock
in the afternoon still smoking black on the
eastern horizon.

Rojestvensky's Best Ships Not
With Him.

Singapore, April 9—Fifty-one ships of
Vice-Admiral Rojestvensky’s second Pacific
squadron passed here yesterday. The most
imporant fighting vessels of the squadron,
including the battleships Kniaz Souvaroff,
Alexander III, Bordino, and Orel with
their compiement of cruisers, tropedo boat
destroyers, etc.; did not arrive and their
whereabouts is totally unknown. The ves-

lowing:

Battleships—Sissoi Veliky and Oleg.

Cruisere—Admiral Nakhimoff, Dmitri
Donskoi, Aurora, lzumurd, Jemichug,
Almaz, Russ, Anadyr, Furst Bismarck,
Kaiserin Maria Theresa, Kaiserin Augusta
Victorian, Kaiser Friedrich,Rion and eeven
torpedo boat destroyers, all sailing under
the naval flag. Under the commercial flag
were the volunteer steamers Voronez, Kief,
Yaroslav, Tambeff, Vladimir and Orel, the
Russian Navigation Company’s stéamers
Meteor, Jupiter and Murieury, the East
Asiatic Company’s steamers Korea and
Kaitai, the North Baltic Company’s steam-
er Kniaz Gortcakoff, one salvage ship and
sixteen colliers.

A French steamer arrived here today
with a sailor belonging to Admiral Nak-
himoff, who fell overboard and was picked
up off Malacea after having been twelve
hours in the water.

Russians Elated Over Rojest-
vensky's Progress.

St. Petersburg, April 8—There was great
rejoicing last night at the admiralty, yacht
and other naval clubs over the fact that
Vice-Admiral Rojestvensky successfully
had navigated the gateway of the China
Sea withbut encountering the Japanese.
The dangPr of the fleet being beset by the
“Waspgfof the Deep” in the narrow wat-
ers vglifch divide the breastwork of islands
of 6 Malay Archipelago and the positive
Wiace to the big ship so precious in the
ming encounter with Vice-Admiral
ogo’s fleet was so great that some of the
naval experts actually favored a route
around ‘Australia.

The credit for the strategem by which
the feat was accomplished was Admiral
Rojestvensky’s, who accurately judged that
as the Malacca Straits was the most prac-
ticable as well as the most direct route,
the Japanese would calculate that he
#ould not dare to force a passage through.
Besides that, Rojestvensky planned a
stratagem to deceive the Japanese with
the secret of which only two men in St.
Petersburg were entrusted, by directing
the Russian admiralty to order the colliers
which were to follow him to rendezvous
in Sunda Straits, 500 miles southward of
Singapore, feeling sure that the Japanese
intelligence department would be equal, as
it probably was, to the task of ascertain-
ing the destination of Rojestvensky and
thereby not only threw the Japanese oft
the scent, but officially deceived his own
admiralty, where the news of the fleet
having passed Singaporé probably. created
quite as much surprise as it did in the
marine department at Tokio. Several col-
liers were dispatched to - the rendezvous
and manv already had fallen into the
hands of the Japanese, but Rojestvensky
deliberately sacrificed them as pawns in &
bigger game.

The admiralty points out the great ad-
vantage gained by this by pushing on all
possible, scouts and torpedo boats being
sent out ahead to watch for Japanese.

At the rate the Russian squadron steam-
ed from Madagasear, which averaged eight
knots an hour, the greatest naval battle
since Nelson's victory. at ‘Trafalgar should
oceur in about ten days. ‘'he admiralty
realizes that Rojestvensky faces great odds,
owing to the immense superiority of the
Japanese in crnisers and torpero boats,
and reliance in his success is based upon
the seven battleships with which he can
oppose the Japanese.

Russia Has Hopes of Naval Vie-
tory. ' i

St. Petersburg, April 10, 12.40 a. m.—
There is reason to believe that Vice-Ad-
miral Rojestvensky’s entrance

{China sea has been followed by orders for

thé cruisers Gromoboi;, Rossia and Boga-
tyr, which have been ready for some time
at Vladivistok, to put to seai Whether it
is the intention to send them south imme-
diately or to hold them in the vicinity of
Vladivostok, is not known.

Their appearance outside the roadstead
of Vladivostok would constitute a poten-
tial threat against Admiral Togo’s rear,
which will compel the rctention in or de-
spatch of a number of heavy-fighting ships
to Japanese waters. Thus Admiral ‘L'ogo
seems to be virtually placed between two
fires. |
he peace influences 1m the government
urge that this favorable strategic position
presents the’ ps,vcholo_gical' moment for of-
fering officially the olive branch to Japan,
reasoning that, no matter how confident
the Japanese government may be of
Togo’s. victory, it cannot overlook the pos-
sibility of defeat mor fail to appreciate
the complete disaster which would, follow
the transfer of the mastery of the sea to
Russia. With so miuch depending upon
the issue, they argue, both countries have
mutual interests in avoiding ‘an actual
test, and it is not impossible, therefore, that
a new move in the direction of peace may
come just as the world expects to hear
the call to quarters for the greatest naval
battle of modern times.
spirits of the war party have been great-
ly raised by Rojestvensky’s success in pen-
etrating to the China sea; and the pros-
pect of a naval battle, even with the odds
against a Russian victory which - would
change the entire complexion of the situa-
tion, has aroused. something like a flash
of enthusiasm in many Russian breasts.

Some naval officers express the .opinion
that Rojestvensky, having now gafely nav-
igated the Straits, instead of sailing north
to meet the Japanese, can afford to calmly
await Vice Admiral Nebogatoff with his
division of the squadron, who could arrive
there in about three weeks.

‘The Russian admiralty on Sunday receiv-
ed a long despatch from Singapore, but
no intimation as to its contents has been
given to the newspapers. The papers Sun-
day morning printed Singapore despatches
without comment, the Sviet being the only
exception. This paper views the mnews

sels which passed Singapore were the fol-|°

into the |1

from Rojestvensky as an :a;uspi‘eious pre-
lude to a decisive battle, “which may show
that over Rojestvensky still shines the
happy star which ~ helped Thim, Wwhéf a
lieutenant, to save the fragile vesta in an
unequal conflict with a Murkish battle-
ship.” ' 2 : T
The. Sviet: expresses the hope:that Ko-
jestvensky “is “destinted ' to: turn “the tables
and that even in case of defeat some of
his vessels will be able to break throug
and reach the Japanese sea. — "~ "T°
Japs Pushing ou'to Kirin: -
Harbin,  April 8—Detchments’of Ruissian
cavalry are actively réconnoitering b
Japanese -flanks, and even the rear. One
of them has penétrated ‘the’ “village’,of
Endahitzi; where it was brought %o a stop
by Japanese . entrenchments, . Before Te-
terating, however; it is eaid:fo have suc-
céeded. in cutting the railway dnd, bufnihg
the depot and stores. -The detachment
brought back news that a fortnight ago a
mixed- Japanese division of ten thou-
sand men with Aartillery, left the
Japanese rear and disappeared into
Mongolia and was followed a fenw days ago
by another deachment of five thousand

%

.| men. These troops are expected to appear

in the region of Bodun, which unfortun-
ately is connected with the base by only
poor roads. Kirin ig<in the same pilght,
and the loss of the marrow gauge rolling
stock abandoned at Mukden is especially
felt. . : :
Chinese report that the Japanese are
energetically transporting siege guns to-
ward Kirin, :

A heavy snow fell again Friday but it
is melting and swelling the rivers.

As an indication of the popularity of the
old veteran, General Linevitch is receiv-
ing hundreds of telegrams of congratula-
tions on his appointment as commander-in-
chief.

Tokio Reports a Russian Repulse

Tokio, April 9, 5 p. m.—The following
report has been received from the Man-
churian army headquartens: - -

“April 5th, at 2 o’clock in the afternoon
one battalion of the enemy’s infantry and
six companies of cavalry came and attack-
ed Tsuluchu, 20 miles morth of Changtu.
They were repulsed. The main force of the
assailants retreated toward Paminecheng.
A portion stopped near Choroyo, three
miles north of Tesuluchu.

“Our casualties were ten.
were included.

‘““I'he enemy’s loss, judging from the
corpses left behind and from the number

No officers

over sixty.”
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