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CHAPTER IX.—(Continued.)

Hour after hour I watched her  pace
along the deck in eolitude, her eye fixed
"always on the North, her bearing that
of no ordinary woman who has set out
con a'long voyvage from mere curiosity, but
rather that of one wno waits and watches
for someghing or someone that she loves.
We were all her devoted servants. The
men saluted her as though she were an
admiral of the fleet. Captain Thorlassen
himself, the indisputable ruler of us all,
was as humble in her presence as a chiid;
“end I—well, from what I have told you,
Cordeaux, you will understand that she
was something more than a queen to me.

Yet love is not so blind that it asks only
to seg the external form of that which it
loves. I passed many a sleepless night
as we ground our way through the crush
of ice, and wondered hour after hour ahout
her past, trying to guess wiat mystery
surrounded her, and what strange web of
eircumstances had been woven about her
life. The awful thought would sometimes
came to me that my first impression might
not be alipgether wrong, and that she was
really déluded with the idea that she was
a queen of some country which only ex-
isted in her own brain; but these thoughts
were only imaginations of the night. One
had dnly to see her beautiful face, bear-
ing all the stamp of power and intellect,
to realize that such fears were groundless.
There {was, however, much cause for anx-
jety and “wild conjecture, and day by day
I waited, Cordeaux—waited for I knew
not what. :

Our._yoyage proceeded without much hin-
drance through the north water until Aug-
ust the‘first, when we passed through
Robeson Chanmel and turned due west |
along the north coast of Grant Land. |
Then -once more we saw the white bank !
of ice on the horizon. Captain Thorlassen
at once ‘expressed an opinion that we had |
reached the limit of our vovage, and that
all further advance would have to be made .
by sledges. In a few hours we reached |
the pack, and saw that it extended north
as far as the eye couid reach. It was the '
great, Erozen Sea itself. i

We waited here for two days until’ the
whole of the fleet had assembled, ; and, !
hugging the coast of Grant Land, where '
there was still a narrow changel of ‘water,
made our way slowly mile by mile, ex-|
pecting every day to be shut out from .
further advance or retreat. We had on’
the way established six huge depots of
provisions on the coast of Grant Land, '
and had thus furnished a line of retreat
in case of accident. : |
On ‘Aungust the sixth ‘a terrible disaster i
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took place, which threw a gloom over the
whole fleet. On this date the ice begam
to close in behind us, and, looking east:
ward from the bridge, we saw that our
last four vessels were likely to be cadgh
bétween the pack and the.shore! To our
great relief the North Star and the Loch
Awe just squeezed through,  ‘the latter
with the loss of her rudder and screw.

The Petrel and Sandsvall were, howdver,
not so fortunate. The latter was nipped
between the shore ice and the pack, and |
we saw her slowly flung to one side as the
pressure forced her clean out of the water |
up the slope of a great berg. The men
rushed- from her like rats, saving what
they could. They were not a moment too
soon, for the pressure suddenly relaxed; |
and the ship rushed down tue ice slope
like a toboggan into the gap, masts, sails,
and rigging toppling over her like a shroud
and the water flying fifty feet into the |
air. When we looked again, the pressure
had returned, and she was caught like a
nut in a pair of -crackers. At a distance
of half a mile we could hear the bursting
of her timbers, and in less than five min-
utes’ time she was fattened out into a
shapeless mass of wood and iron.

But a worse fate was in store for the
Petrel and her unfortunate crew. Sae
had struggled into a small piece of open
water between the pack and a huge per-
pendicular berg which had ‘grounded in
fifty fathoms of water off the.coast ~Sud-
denly, without any warning; the icespack

closed in so swiftly on her that only;lalf#

a dozen men had time to jump overboard:

Then there was a blinding flash, a/volume

of black smoke that hid everything from
view, and a second or two afterwards a
report like the discharge of a thousand
cannon, and a shock that flung several of
us on our faces. The whole thing was al-
most like a clap of the hands in its rapid-

ty. s

When the smoke cleared- away, the.
whole vessel was buried from sight in a
gigantic pile of debris that had been
blown clean out of the face of the berg,
in the side of which appeared a deep rent
half an acre in extent. It was evident
to Captain Thorlassen and myself what

dous shock had struck her store of dyna-
mite and nitro-glycering on the berg, like
a hammer might have struck them on an
anvil. 1

Men made their way from mearly every
ship to give assistance, but not a living
thing remained; nor, indeed, any trace of
human existence bevond a few charred
and blackened fragments flung out several
hundred yards across the ice. We held a
funeral service on the spot, out of respect

to the dead, then we rescued the survivors

of the Pc@rel from the land, and’ distrib-
uted them among the varibus ships.

This incident gave rise to a considerable
discussion among the men, and some oi
them said they were mog going to con-
tinue the voyage with a f;owder magazine
beneath their feet. The matter was, how-
ever, smoothed over, aiad Captain Thor-
lassen told them that a large stock of ex-
plosive was necessary for the blasting of
the ice. He added thmt the Petrel was
carrying more %han hew share.

I will ‘not worry yom, Cordeaux, with a
detailed account of ovt! advance during the
next month, nor of orér daily strugzles with
the ice. It:is sufficient to say that for-
tune favored us vrith a better passage
along the coast than we had .ever ex-
pected, and making; our way siowly west,
we skirted along t'ze north coast of Grant
Land through a naxrow and shifting chan-
nel of open water.:

On September fnd we reached an open-
ing in a big'black wall of cliff. It was not
more than one hirndred feet in width, and
appeared to be the entrancé to a land-
locked harbor srsveral acres in extent® We
had no doubt that this was the spot indi-
cated by John {Siiver as a place of refuge,
and we were fidrtunate to have reached it
before the norihern ice closed in upon the
land. As it twas, we had to blast away
many hundrect tons of ice before we could
effect an entrance into the channel, and
the Aurora \was the only ship destined to
spend the wmter in this snug retreat. The
other vesselrs were all to the east, and one
or two of them so far behind us that we
could onmly 'see their masts. . They were
one and all bound in the ice or driven up
among the/ loose bergs on the shore.

The place where we expected to spend
many dreary months was about twenty
miles furtther west than the point Aldrich
reached on sledges on the Nares Ewpedi-
tion of 1876. The little harbor, which ran

almost -due -east and west,was large enough |

to have held our entire fleet, if they could
‘have reached’it. On two sides great per-

“pendicular cliffis rose from the water to
‘the height of over five ‘hundred feet.

Tojmrds the shore the ground sleped in-
Jand more gradually, and on the east there

was another solid wall of rock with a single
“opéning to the sea.

The land to the south of us was white
and desolate; as far as ,the eye could
reach. To the west we could trace the
coast line extending in a series of head-
lands for quite fifteen miles, and we reck-
oned that the furthest of these headlands
was Cape Alfred Ernest. To the north
lay the Great Frozen Sea, the Palaeocry-
stic Ocean, whose *eternal ice had for all
time barred the way to the North Pole.

I must confess, as I gazed towards the
north, I experienced no small emotion. Up
to the horizon stretched a vast expanse
of rugged ice hummocks, piled and mould-
ed into every conceivable shape and form.
Beyond that horizon the mind couid only
speculate. There, perhaps, was another
lonely and desolate land; perhaps an open
sea; perhaps only the same monotonous
stretch of ice. There was room for much
fanciful conjecture about the six hundred
odd miles that lay between us and our
destination, and for me there was a weird
fascination in watching that terrible and
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unconguerable barrier of frozen hill and
plain.

There was still open water in places, and
progress from one ship to another was
difficult. But in less than a fortnight’s
time every scrap of water was frozen over,
and at the end of another week it was
firm and hard to the foot. -The daylight
was fast disappearing, and every hand on
board worked their hardest to get ‘the
ship into order for the winter. Awnings
were {érected, ropes and spars’ were trim-
m?fi: huts mm_le out of ice blocks were
built on''the shore, all explosives stored
on the land, snow shovelled a foot deep
on the deck for warmth, and a thousand
other arrangements made to give us a
certain degree of comfort, and even to de-
fend our bare lives against the coming or-
deal. For a long and cold night was be-
fore us, and it might be that a good many
of us would never see the sun rise again.

CHAPTER X.
The Arrow Head.

. T&v‘o months of darkness passed by, and
it 1s unnecessary for me to recount the
experiences which are the common lot of
al explorers. The daily routine of the
ship was carried out with scrupulous ex-
actitude. The men' were exercised by
sharp walks on the shore and drilled with
dumb-bells between decks. There were al-
so the usual sledge expeditions, in which
the men endured severe privations, and
even intense physical agony, with scarcely
a murmur. Op one of these three men
lost their lives through frost bites.

ShOl‘tlb'_after the darkness set in, we
made an important discovery. A mile in
land Captain Thorlassen came across a
thick seam of coal. The outcrop itsell
was of considerable extent, and with the
aid of pickaxes, drills, and dynamite, a
huge store of this valuable mineral soon
lay at our disposal. We excavated many
hundreds of tons, which we stacked in
heapg on the shore; and the quantity we
had in sight was so enormous that -Cap-
tain Thorlassen resplved to make use o
it In a manner which a practical man
unld have condemned as a waste of good
ugx.terial, but which I am firmly €onvinced
did much to mitigate the gloom of those
long winter months. :

We made a square wall of stone, ten
feet each way and four feet high, on a
broad slab of rock near the sea. We filled
t_lus entirely with eoal, -and lighted a huge
fire, which .we kept going through all the
darkness of the long night. As far as
’_Warmt}_:n went, it was no more than a spark
in an ice house, buf the mere sight of it
filled the heart' of every man with joy.
The blazing coal fire is to every English-
man a touch of home, and a reminder ol
his own hearthstone. And not a man of
us, as he looked at that crackling, roar
ing mass of flame and white hot coal did
not feel the happier for the welcome
union. It was never allowed to go out.
A shift of ‘the men were told off to at-
tend to it, and ‘the shift was changed
every hour. Not.a man complained of the
work, and most 0f ‘them would have domne
duty for eight hours ata stretch. It was
a real pleasure te these poor frost-bound
fe}iows to heap coal on to that blazing
pile, and they experienced much of the
glory. of conquest-as they fought the cold
and darkness with that pyramid of warmth
and. light. It shbone far into the night
over fields ‘of spaglding ice and snow, and
spoke sumethingm man’s efforts amid the
_gigantic opposing forces of nature.

Nothing particular happened until the
beginning of December, when we made

i we reached 82.9 degrees North, and were

5 provisions were running short, when Cap
; tain Tropdall, who was in command o!
; the Firefly, drew my attention to some
. small footprints oh the newly fallen snow.
! I could not distinguish what they were in
| the faint starlight, but I could se
| they marked the track of some small ani-
{ mal going north. Everyone examined taem
j with interest, and 1 was told they were
i the footprints of a hare. Now the Arectic

| was not at all likkely that this particular
i one was wandering away from land across

i ite object in view.

. hope filled our hearts that somewhere in
' that vast unoccupied region lay the shore-,

| doubled back to the south, but they sti
i continued their course northwards, and
. fearing for the safety of several of our
{ men who were dll with scurvy, we were

esaid Captain Thorlassen, that this had
' been carried from the shores of some isl-

¢ hand, it might have come irom the coast:
! of Siberia or Spitzbergen.
. tainly no similar stone to be foynd on the
i shores of the land which was sheltering us
i through the winter,

: Captain Thorlassen made a still more in
i ourselves to see if we could get any fresh

@ meat for our scurvy patients, one or two
i of whom were suffering hornibly. It was

. came across the body of a musk ox, which
i the animal only wanders so far north in
{ and frozen as hard as a block of stome.
' at the discovery, for it meant at least a

; of our sick men.

{ the hairy jaw, and uttered an exelamation

! apparently been broken

i inches were buried in the bone and muscle

I

two or three discoveries of considerable
interest. On one of our sledge expeditions

just about to return to the ship, as our

that

hare is rarely found so far north, and it

the Great Frozen Sea without some defin
That object appar
ently lay to the north across the almost |
mpassable barrier of ice. And a great

of an undiscovered land. We traced the
footmarks for several miles, to see if they

obliged to abandon our search and return
to the ships.

A few days afterwards one of our ex-
pedition brought home a-large quantity of
mud and sma:l red swones which they had
found out on the- ice beyond the eighty
third parallel. . It was not improbable,

and still further north, as the drift of the
pack was southwest. But, on the other

There was cer-

But towards the end of December I and

teresting discovery within five miles of
our liftle harbor. We had gone out by

almost a vain hope, as so far we had seen
nothing larger than two hares and a few
lemmings during our sojourn on the coast
of Grant Land.

As we were returning home, however,
we saw a curiously-shaped lump on the
smooth white surface of a little valley be-
tween two steep hills. We scraped away
the snow with the butts of our rifles, and

had probably been dead some months, as

the summer time. It was perfectly fresn,

We were, as you may imagine, overjoyed
pound or two of fresh meat for everyone

“Let us go back at once, Thorlassen,”
I said, “and get a sledge.”

He did not answer me, but remained on
nis knees by the animal’s head, seraping
away at the skin and pulling at some-
thing; then he placed our lamp close to

of surprise. I came up to him and looked.
A piece of yellow wood, half an inch in
diameter, .was sticking out of the flesh.
It was smoothly polished, but the end had
off short. It
looked like part of an arrow.

We got out our clasp knives and hacked
at the skin and bone to loosen it. It was
hard work, and it was more than ten min-
utes before I drew it out with my fingers.
It was an arrow head, and so hard had it
struck its vietim that more than nine

of the animal's head.

"length, tipped with albatross feathers, and

‘the corporation of the Episcopal chuarch,

sen took it from me and examined it under
the lamp.

“No liskimo made that,” he said; “and
no Eskimo bow would have driven it nine
inches into the skull.”

“But surely,” I replied with a smile,
“no civilized race would use a thing like
that.” o

“No,” he said thoughrfully, turning the
piece of wood over and over and examin-
ing it under the lamp, “I do not see why
they should. But I will wager this arrow
was never made by an Eskimo, unless it
were by some tribe of which I have never
heard, and I have been in most parts, and
met thousands of them from time to time.
However, the meat is of more importance
than the arrow.”

We made our way back to the ship, dis-
patched a sledge party, and before many
hours were over, our patients were revel-
ling in fresh meat, and there was a sparkle
of appreciation in the eye of many a weary
man a3 he smelt the flesh frizzling over
the fire.

We said nothing of the arrow head to
anyone; but Captain Thorlassen kept the
incident in his mind, and dispatched a
large number of expeditions to scour the
surrounding country, ostensibly in search
of food, but really in the hope of discov-
ering some cigns of the existence of a
human being in this -lenely and frozen
land. ;

The parties returned without having
even seen the tracks of any animal, bubt
with various stories of other discoveries
which they thought worthy of mention.

One man had picked up a piece of stone
weighing, perhaps, two pounds, and hav-
ing one side fashioned into a sharp edge.
Another party. had discovered an ice cave
concealed by snow among the mountains,
in which were the remains of a fire. An-
other had actuaily found a complete ar-
row similar to the piece we had pulled
out of the musk ox. It was four feet in

coud only have been drawn to its full
extent by a person of gigantic strength
and reach of arm, Anoébher party meport-
ed that far away on the western horizon
they had seen a faint and i flickering spark
of red light, which niiglit have been‘a fire.
It was quite evident, from all these eir-
cumstances, that some human being was
on this:lonely land beside ourselves.

But what manner of man he was, and
why he had not aliready paid us a visit,
were questions to which we were unable
to find.a satisfactory answer. It was al-
most certain, that he must have known of
our existence. Our coal furnace blazed
to heaven with such brilliance that any-
one within a radius of twenty miles must
havd seen it; and a thousand men cannot
lie hid on a white and desolate tract of
country, like a lot of brown snakes in a
valley of rocks.

Day after day we examined the sur-
rounding country, but found wnothing
further, though often when I peered into
the wall of darkness, expecting someone
to emerge into our little circle of light, 1
imagined that I heard faint footsteps
crunching on the 'snow, and experienced
a sensation of being watched by someone
I could not see.

(To be continued).

ALL SORTS OF JUK 1ARER
FROM MAK'S STOMACH,

Herald

New York, May 4—The this
morning- says:— d

“For more than three hours yesterday
doctors in the German hospital, vvwuliams-
burg assisted in the operation of removing
from the stomach of John Fassel, who has
called himself the ‘human chain swal-
lower,” @ variety of metal articles which
the man had swallowed during the last
two months.

“The following is a correct list of the
junk that was taken from Fassel’s stom
ach: Six knives of different varieties, one
gold watchchain, one keyring chain, one
brass hall door key, one roll top desk key,
four Yale lock keys, one button hook,
fourteen wire nails, each three inches in
length, four iron nails, four horseshoe
nails, - two pins. The operation leit the
man in such a weakened condition that it
was said last night at the hospital that
he might not recover.”

Woodstock City Courcil.

Woodstock, May 2—The monthly meet-
ng of the town council was held: tonight.
n the. absence of Mayor Lindsay, who. is
n Halifax,” Countillor Jones oceapied the:
‘haip, ; : :

Councillor Steeves reported ‘that the re
wipts for last month ivere $i11.73;. exs
senditures, $1,789.91; debit bank balance.
9,887.48, and ‘Marsha}l Kelly reported hav
nz collected about $300 in - Jaxes and
dcenses last mionth. >

The tenders for printing 70) copies of
the secretary-treasurcr and auditor’s re-
orts by the press newspaper, at $1.45 a
vage, was accepted.

Councillor Stevens, chairman of the fin
\nee committee, reported that in answer
to the notices advertising for tenders for
the $5,000 town bonds, two offers  had
been received. The People’s Bank would
zive $4,870, and the Bank of Nova Scotia,
:4,938, the latter at the rate of four per
‘ent. interest; consequently the offer of
the latter bank was accepted. The only
ffer for the $2,000 bonds was made by

it the rate of five per cent.

Clerk Hartley said in regard to the
$5,000 bonds they could fiot be issued as
yvet for it was necessary to obtain the
number and chapter of the “act appucable
and although he had written to the proper
authorities, he was unable as yet to get
the required information.

Counciller Jones stated’ that the con-
mittee which met Mr. Hay, of the Imper-
ial Packing Company, re the disacreement
about the terms of the recent bonus, wa®
informed by that gentleman that the com-
pany did some custom sawing of lumber
in competition with present industries,
and it did not believe it was unlawfully act-
ing within its 1ts under the bonas if
received. 1t claimed the right to do the
same class of work formerly done at Me-
ductie, except conducting a general store.
The report was received and filed to come
up before the board at a subsequent meet-
ing.

On motion Counciilor Stevens seconded
Councillor Burtt. the time limit for uue
payment of taxes to secure a discount,
was made up to and inecluding June 1.

John Tattersall, who has efficiently act-
ed as chief of the fire department for sev-
eral years, was re-appointed at the same
salary as last year.

Manufacturers Plan Extensive Taur,

Toronto, May 4—(Special)—The Cana-
dian Manufacturers Association have ar-
ranged a summer tour to Newfoundland,
taking in New Brunswick,. Prince Edward
Island and Nova Seotia.

A good oifer has been received for a
passenger steamer for the round trip from

“Eskamo?” I queried. Captain Thorlas:

e

Jarger vei

Meotreal and will likely be agoepted, A

: , .

THE PRINCESS ROVAL GOLD MINES

(LIMITED)

Company’s Mineral Areas on Princess Royal
Island, British Columbia, Consisting of
83.9 Acres—Crown Granted.

§T0K BUR SALE--DIVIDENDS GOARANTEED

e

to one another, ~and
+'s mineral cluims. The
running from- $15 to $10

There are two remarkably fine ledges or veins, parallel
apart, running right through all the Co
ym six to eight feet in width, carries «
. \allor vein from which the shipmenis have been made has an aver-
two o three feet, and is very much richer—THE ORE RUNNING
PER TON. Both are well defined, true: fissure veins, and give
{ continuity.

ts of ore from the smaller, or high grade ledg
$100 'TO T1E TON, of gold, silver and copper—prir
its of the mining engineers who have examined the Princess Royal pro-
to the: unusually high gold values in the ore, and th¢ remarkable
ins, as well as the cash returns from the Smelter, would seem
ands upon the stock.

of stock fully paid-up and
:n and examination of the property
r a portion of it, being Treasury stock, we paid 25 cents [

about 200 fuet

f

per ton.
age of from
FROM £60 to

have averaged

Toy

perty,
continuity of the
to assure large d

We own $160.6%
careful inve
and paid for.

non-assessable, whicl,
by experts, we have p

saare

and the balance sod at ‘a lower figure in the early stage of the develop-
ment of the mine. . :
We have delared offering this stoek to the public until the mine had passed the

sturns from the smelter gave positive assurance of
business propesition.

. ore and the smelter returns can be seen at ow
of the- M ipon the propertywill be sent on application.

Th's : s purchased before its value had been as ceriainly demonstrated
by the cash vefurns from the Smelter as it is now proved to be, and HA§ A MUCH
HIGHIER VALULE than when we purchesed it: We offer it .for sale in 111.,:ck<v<if
not less than 180 shares at the price of 50 cents per ghare, payable as follows: ONE-
FIFTH CASH; and ONE-FIFTH MONTHLY EXTENDING . OVER. FOUR:
MONTHS, and WE GUARANTEE ¥OR THREE. YEARS OUARTERLY DIVID-
ENDS beginning on the 1st of August next at the rate of EIGHT PER CENT. l’luu
ANNIIM o0 the mar valve of the stock. being at the RATE OF SIXTEEN PER
CENT: UPON THE INVESTMENT at the above price.

! You may ask what assvrance is there that the gnarantee will be made good. if
thérd“should be failare or delay in the Mning Company . paying dividends?  Our
‘ 1st, we own in the City of St. John freehold land with office
) £60,000; 2nd, we will, as the pay-

nt

experiment:
its being

Samp

our ofice. Reports

'nswer 1s two-fold:
buildings upen it. well rented, wworth upwards of
ments are received, deposit in a' chartered Bank as a special frust the amou
needed to pav dividends. and a copy of the Bank’s receipt will be sent each pur-
chaser of stock.

We confidently expect that the Company will pay dividends at or exceeding the
above. rate, but. AS W APE MAKING A PROFIT ON THE STOCK, WE CAN
AFFORD TO GUARANTLEE DIVIDENDS AS ABOVE.

Cut off the coupon below and forward to us, when an interim receipt will be
sent yvcu, and on pivment of the balance, a certificate. for the numhber of sharves
which vou take, with our guarantee of the payment of dividends as above will s:nt
you, also Bank receipt as security - for isame.

Cut this off, sign and mail.

rTo The New Brunswick Real Estate, Loan and Trust Company, Pugsley Building, St.
John. I hereby agree to purchase from you fully paid up shares of the
capital stock of The Princess Royal Gold Mines (Limited) for which I enclose ycu
$ , and agree to pay you a like amount in four equal monthly payments; it being
understood that on peyment of said amount, being 50 cents per share of stock, I am
‘to receive a certificate for fully paid up shares, with your guarantee for the payment
of quarterly dividends at the rate of 8 per cent per annum on the par value of the
stock beginning on the 1st day of August next, also Bank receipt as security for
same.

INAMBE {000 hus Ve svasclanin cunssion Gvamits sehseuslsssiinae v
ADDRESS

The New Brunswick Real Estate, Loan and Trust Company, Pugsley
Oyildirg St. John, N. B. P. 0. Box 267,
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Address

Dr. Shoop
Box 11
Racine, Wis.




