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- NO ACTION YET.

»

“French Apparently Has Not Yot Taken
| Colesburg.

Pii_cher’s Reconnoissance Part of Methuen’s Plan—

_ An Ominous Silence in Natal— Second Cana-

" dian Contingent is Rapidly Assuming{Shape.

Belmont, Cape Colony, Jan. 2.5-A de- | unsatisfactory matters which might and
iated Press

spatch from the Associal
tative at Daver Farm, dated Jan. 1, says:
%A mounted force consisting of 100

“-adians of the Toronto Company and 200

s, commanded by Col. Rick-
déi, two guns and a horse battery under

"3 Major DeRougemont, forty mounted in-

fantry the whole commanded by Col.
Pilcher, left Belmont yesterday at noon

**on a mareh westward, eovering 20 miles
before sunset. 1he force encamped at

+ Cook’s Farm. where the troops were wel-

*. comed enthusiastically. At 6 o’clock this

‘smorming the force approached a spot

‘.

- § municated $o: the
"“'order to pievent this,

' tered 14 Boers,r who opened fire.
% Heutenant was severely wounded and

el
?" ‘Another private whose horse had bolted,

.., great satisfaetion.

g . Boers had fled.

where a laager of the Boers was posted.
-ok Pilcher, on approaching the position,
which was a line of strong kopjes de-
tached Major DeRougemont with the guns,
Torontos and Mounted Infantry, to work
towards the 1ight, meknga ¢
movement himse.f, with the Quee: -
ers towards the south position. The man-
ecuvre was a complete success. The Brit-
. shells were the first indication of the
-esence cf the troops. The B ers left
aeir laager and opened fire, but the
‘ueenslanders, completing the movement
the was eaptured with forty pris-
oners.
en killed, three wounded and one miss-

1se 4wo men klled belonged to the
eensland eontingent.” -

ons, Cape Colony, Jan. lL—Aun-
‘her despateh from Dover Farm, dated

i 1, -‘5:— : A
e Ce troops, who. have been
" ppling to be allowed to meet the Boers,
at Jast been given an: opportunity
' do so and scored a b:iliant success.
o raid conducted by Col. Pilcher was
vty difficul!, owing to the fact that the
“movements of the treops wre usually com-
Boers by natives. In
Col. Pi cher in

mhn%hu forced march from Belmont,
a British trooper ‘at every farm house
“wvith instructions not to allow the natives
' to leave their huts, the patrols calling the
. mames of the matives hourly in order to
. prevent their escape. ii e
' _ In the manoeuvres at Cook’s Farm,Col.
1 *Pilcher sent mounted patrols east.
~0f these, consisting of four men, com-
‘manded by Lieut. Adie, suddenly enegrun-
he

:f?riva.te Butler gave up his horse in order
carry the lieutenant out of range.

pluckily . returned to ' render assistance.

2 i _He was ;;mnded in the leg, and his horse

,‘ans killed.
7! Meanwhile Lieut. Ryan, who had work-
L]

‘.,-gd magnificently reported that the veldt
i7on the right of the enemy was clear,
swhereupon Major DeRougemont ordered
«nthe guns to a trot. They arived within 1,-
2500 yards of the laager, unlimbered and
: ted five shells, in as many minutes,
ithin the laager.
Immediately the enemy could be seen
streaming over the kopje. They were

! ompletely surprised, but quickly opened

% 2 well directed tire.
A representative of the Associated Press
had the privilege of carrying an order to
the Toronto Company to double-quick in-
to action. The order was received ‘with
; ‘I'he company rushed
forward until within a thousand yards
of the enemy’s position, when it opened a
hot fire upon the kopje and completely
subdued the Boer fire.

The British artillery shelled the position
with wonderful accuracy, while Lieut.

® Ryan, with mounted infantry, worked

round and completely uncovered the fire
of the Boers, who had been ensconced in

“the bushes. :

- Meanwhile Col. Pilcher, with the
Queenslanders, taking advantage of every
cover, made a direct attack, the Australi-
ans moving slowly, but surely, and only
quotmg when they saw the enemy re-
tiring under their steady fire. The
Queenslanders behaved with great cool-

_ mess, laughing and chaffing even at the
moment of sr2aiest peril

During the advance tke Boer fire sud-

“.denly ceased. ‘Lhirty-tive Boers hoisted a
white flag and surrendered. A portion of
the Toronto’s moved across the front of
‘the guns and entered the laager. The

Fourteen tents, three
wagons, a great store of rifles, ammuni-

.. tion, forage, saddles and camp equipment,
.and numerous incriminating papers were
captured.

The Boers lost six killed and twelve
wounded.

The Toronto’s stood the galling fire
with admirable patience, never wasting a

- shot.

. . Donugless, Cape Colony, Jan. 2.—Colonel
Pilcher has eccupied Dougless without op-
. position, and has been received with en-
thusiasm by the loyalists.

BOER INVASION CHECKED.

-
s ; Frere Camp, Dec. 30.—Mr. Bennet Bur-
deigh, the veteran war correspondent,
épblel the following to the London Tel-
! tnd the New York Herald:—

" Following is what I may term an end
-of the year review of the situation as it
0w

he British casualties were two
The whole force worked admirably.

stands:—
. ite many drawbacks and. various®frem

4 s

- | could be remedied, the military situation
! is better, more secure and more hopeful for
Can- ; us than since the outbreak of hostilities.

This is the case elsewhere, but particu-
larly so in Natal. ‘The invasion of this
coiony is now s.wwly, perhaps many will
say too slowly, but surely being rolled
back. ‘Lhere is nv louger any danger to
Pietermantzburg today; the country is
secure from the toe practically from Co-
lenso south. A tew raiders may for a
short time ventive a‘'2ag :he hils as far
as Estcourt, but 1 doubt if ever they will
water their uovses 2g2in in the Mooi
nver.

Ladysmith, »'tbcugh on account of s

situation a place diflicult i defend, ' con-|

tinues easily to hold out and is repelling
the Boer attacks, for the enemy have
never relished coming to close quarters,
nor have they shown apy capacity for as-
saulting the Bntisn positicns. lheir one
method is to catch our troops in the open
from cover and overwhelin them with fire.
For not many days mere will § pdysmith’s
gallant garrison be required to lie low be-
hind their works. -lhe relief column will
surely free their hands from guarding the
town and camps and enable them to cut

‘up the retreating commandoes.

‘V'oday Builer has within hail a force of
all arms equal to that of the Boers, eager-
ly demanding co be led aganst Joubert’s
men and ircée’ staters, who are befcre
Colenso and Ladvsmith. /

1 take it that the enemy between Colen-
so and Ladysmith, all told, number be-
tween 20,000 and 30,000. . What with ren-
egades and the colonial Boers recruiting,
their total sirength in the fie:d mmust be
near 60,000,

Joubert 1:1d Botha have made the we st

of their advance of position by emplac:ng
many cannon, some of laigd calibre, up to
15 centimetres, and by constructing num-
berless trenches and whrks: Their posi-
tions, I assume, will be jufliciously flank-
ed and the enemy rolled back. :

I codfidently anticipate that the toming
battle will be by far the liggest and
fiercest of the war. ‘

War is even more uncertain than crick-
et, but the soldiers wili not fail the coun-
try. That is absolutely certain. If they
are given a fair chance to engage upon
anything like equal terms. 1 plump for
eomplete British victory.

It is given me further to forecast that
if ‘the punishment meted out to and the
pressure brought to bear upon the discom-
forted Boers -be vigorous and persistent,
many prisoners and guns and much spoil
should fall into Bulier’s hands, the inva-
sion by the republics’ forces be terminated
and the end of the war certainly be
brought within a fex” months’ distance.

SKIRMISHING ABOUT BELMONT.

Modder River, Jan. 2.—Yesterday’s cav-
alry expedition under Gen. Babington,
commanding the 9th and 12th Lancers,
proves to have been in co-operation with
a similar movement from Belmont. This,
directed by Gen. Wood, consisted of 3
flying column and a force under Lieut.
Col. Pilcher from Belmont. This force
moved into the territory between the
Orange and Riet rivers. At Sunnyside,
northwest of Douglass, it encountered a
considerable eommando, believed to be
wholly composed of disloyal British sub-
jects.

Gen. Babmngton’s force proceeded in the
same direction but on the north side of
Riet river.
naissance has not yet been reported.

BULLER READY TO CROSS THE
TUGELA.

London, Jan. 3.—The Daily Telegraph
has received the following, dated Jan. 2,
from Frere Camp: ‘““The weather is fine.
The Tugela river is now fordable. Gen.
Buller’s army is in fine form, ready and
confident for the work before it.”

HEAVIER ARTILLERY.

London, Jan. 3.—The Daily Mail makes
the following statement this morning:—

“We understand that the defence com-
mittee of the cabinet, after careful con-
sideration of the question of the defence
of the empire, particularly with regard
to artillery, will shortly call for the ex-
penditure of £5,000,000 to make good de-
ficiencies and to place the nation on a par
with other great powers.

“The new equipment will be provided as
speedily as possible; and, while sufficient-
ly mobile for use in the field, it is intend-
ed to be adaptable to the necessities of
what are known as guns of position.”

-
CASUALTIES OF A MAFEKING
SORTIE.

Pretoria, Jan. 1.—Three British prison-
ers, who were taken at Malagre, say that
Captain Gordon Chesney Wilson, hus-

band of Lady Sarah Wilson, and five

other officers, whose names they refuse to

give, were wounded in a reeen
Mafeking

.
e

The result of this reoon-‘

BOER VERSION OF FRENCH'S
SUCCESS.

Pretoria, Jan. 1.—Last night (Sunday)
the British, in great foree, attacked Com-
mandant Schoeman’s commando in the
Cole:berg district and tried to storm the
position. ‘l'hey repeated the attack this
morning, but were forced to retreat, ithe
Boers holding the position.

The loss of the British is not knoi
but it is reported to have been heavy.

The Boers consider it a great combli-
ment to the Transvaal that Lord Roberts
should’ have been selscted to the supreme
command of the Beitisa torees.

COLORED TROOP§ FROM ' JAMAICA. |

Kingstbn, Ja., Jan. 2.—A detachment iof
the West India ‘regiment: (colored) em-
barked today to .reinforce the Bermuda
garrison. It is expected that if the Im-
perial troops in Jamaica go to South Af-
rica, Canadian militia will be sent - I
for garrison duty.

TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND

v,

London, Jan. 2.—The Standard remar]
“Until the Tugela has been crossed
Ladysmith relieved, it would be idle
deny that the political position in Ca
Colony is one of very great danger, and,
if, unhappily, General Buller is again det
feated, it will be necessary to d
100,000 additional men to keep the Duteh
in order.” |

Mr. Winston Churchill’s estimate that}
250,000 men would be required to defeat
the forces of the two republics, has been'
ridiculed in many quarters, but, as matter,
of fact, this number is already almosti]
reached without the extra 100,000 whichi
the Standard foresees might be required.

Yesterday the admiralty chertered
eight more large transports. When all the
troops destined for South Africa join
those already there, Lord Roberts will
be in command -of about 200,000 men.
Thirty thousand are now afloat or ready
to embark. Military observers, in view
of what these figures mean, cannot see
how -the British can fail to crush the
Boers by mere force;of numbers.

ANOTHER GERMAN SHIP SEIZED.

Hamburg, Jan. 2—The Hamburger Cor-
respondenz announces that the German
bargue Hans Wagner, of Hamburg, was
seized by the British at Delagoa ' bay on
December 21, and that her owners have
lodged a complaint with the British
foreign office. - §

N '
THAT STEAMSHIP SEIZURE.

Berlin, Jan. 2.—Strict silence is main-
tained in official circles regarding the
Bundesrath incident; but the correspond-
ent of the Associated Press learns that
‘the affair has created an extremely painful
impression in political circles. Knergetic
diplomatic -steps were immediately taken
in London and the inadmissability of -the
pight of a British cruiser to search a Ger-
man #nail steamer on the high seas has
been emphatically asserted. The govern-
ment is waiting London’s response before
tuking further aection.

The press continues to point out the in-
novation involved in Great Britaio's
action in seizing a vessel between neutral
ports and searching for contraband des-
tined to further transportation in order
to reach the enemy.

The owners of the Deutschland deny
positively that she contained persons or
goods justifying seizure. The Hamburg
chamber of commerce reiterates this, ex-
pressing at the same time a firm convic-
tion that satisfaction will be demanded
and accorded. Hamburg’s trade is suffer-
ing through such incidents and this in-
creases the anti-British sentiment there.

SUMMONED. :

Hamburg, Jan. 2.—The papers here an--|
nounce that the German foreign office ‘has
summoned the managing director of the
German-East African line, Herr Woerr-
mann, to Berlin, in connection with the
seizure of the company’s steamer Bund-
esrath, by the British cruiser Magicienne,
December 29, off Delagoa bay, on the
ground that she had conmtraband of war
on board.

GERMAN PRESS ON THE SEIZURE

Berlin, Jan. 2.—The press continues to
discuss the capture of the Bundesrath with
some show of irritation. In a semi-offi-
cial note the Press remarks that in con-
sequence of the seisure Germany has
taken steps and Great Britain is expected
to deal in the matter in a spirit of “good
official relations.” ]

The Neuste Nachrichten says: “There
is every reason to believe the incident
will speedily be closed.”

Official circles considered it imperative
that Great Britain adopt some definite
attitude regarding the whole question of
contraband of war, and are surprised she
has not adopted a firmer policy on the
subject from the beginning,

RIGHT OF SEIZURE DENIED.

Washington, Jan. 2.—The state de-
partment received today, from United
States Ambassador Choate at London, by
cable, a statement of the facts he had de-
veloped in connection with the seizure
by British warships of American goods on

MANAGER OF THE GERMAN LINE
A

the three merchant vessels, Beatrice,
Mashona and Maria. The goods compris-

S

ed not only flour, but miscellaneous ar-
ticles of common trade, and while they
were shipped for Lorenzo Marques in
British and German ships, yet the con-
tention of our officials is that they were
not subject to seizure. They could not
lodge representations on the subject until
they were possessed of a knowledge of
the facts,but as soon as Mr. Choate’s state-
ment came to hand today, an instruction
was cabled to him to inform the British
government that we could not admit the
right of seizure in these sases. ?
This is the preliminary step usually
taken in such negotiations. Next in or-
der will be a report from our consular
representative at Lorenzo Marques® re-
specting the present condition of the seiz-
ed or detained goods and damage sus-
tained. The state department is not yet
fully informed on these points, though
they will be necessary to the further pre-
sentation of the cases. It is not even
known just where the goods are or if
they have all been seized ‘or only in part.
It will be the duty of our consular
agent at Lorenzo Marques to ascertain
and report these facts and he is mow en-
gaged in doing this under the original in-
structions of the state departmient.
While the . department is aeting ‘as it
promised in the beginning to firmly pro-
tect all American rights of trade, it is
showing no unseeming basté in the pres-

‘entation of the case. Today’s instructions

to Mr. Choate was not a demand for the
release of the goods nor yet for indemnity,
but rather a precautionary notice to the
British government to save all of our
rights in the case. It will be sufficient to
inaugurate the settlement in the matter
by megotiation and the state department
has not the slightest doubt that the. Brit-
ish authorities will make full amends to
the owners of the goods when the facts
are all laid before it.

WANT THE UNITED STATES TO,
MEDIATE.

Brussels, Jan. 2.—Senator B. Lejeune,
former minister of justice and now mem-
ber of the council of state, former senator
Lafontaine and other leading members of
 the universal league ‘of ¢e have eonvo_k-
ed 'a meeting, to be held next Thursday, in
favor of appealing to the United States
government to offer to mediate in the
South African war.

PROTEST AGAINST SWISS RECRUTT-
ING.
, London, Jan. 3.—The Berlin corre-

spondent of the . Standard says: “I'he
British representative at Berne has lodged
a protest with the Swiss government, eall-
ing attention to the fact that recruiting
for the Transvaal is in progress in Swiss
territory. Many young men who had en-
to go to England for service were
‘g:ld on arriving at Mazseilles that Eng-{
land no longer needed them but that they
‘could go to the Transvaal. It is said
that many have accepted this suggestion
iand are reported to have sailed for
Delagoa Bay in a French vessel.”
" The Lisbon correspondent of the Stand-
ard says: “TIt is reported here that Great
Britain officially acknowledged the cox-
rectness  of the attitude of Portugal re-
garding Delagoa Bay. It is also asserted
that inguiries instituted by the British
consul at Lorenzo Marquez show that
gince hostilities began, nothing eontrabani
has been imported there except barbed
wire and breadstuffs. ! i

ANOTHER TRANSPORT.

Boston, Jan. 2.—The Leyland Line
stéamship Armenian, Captain McCOonkey,
which arrived here last week from South
Africa will leave here Friday for Liver-
pool with.a full cargo.

Upon the discharge of this cargo on

| the government and  despatched to Cape

Town with more troops.

RECRUITING AT SUSSEX.

Sussex, Jan. 2—A recruiting office has
been opened in the Masonic hall and Ad-
jutant Kinhear, of the 8th Hussars, is on
hand from 9 a. m. to 4 p. m., to receive
applications. Thirty-five names bave al-
ready been placed on the list and some
of these men will be examined tomorrow,
by Sergt.-Major L. R. Murray, 74th Batt.,
the medical examining efficer.

One hundred good men can be obtained
here for the Montreal infantry if neces-
sary. Lieut. Campbell, 8th Hussars, is
recruiting officer.

TO PREPARE TRANSPORTS.

Ottawa, Jan. 2—Capt. Maunsell, assist-
ant engineer of militia and defence, left
Ottawa today, for Halifax, to assist in
superintending the fitting up of transports
for the contingent.

BRITISH PRESS PRAISES CANA-
DIANS.

London, Jan. 3, 445 a. m.—The morning
papers are unanimous in praising the gal-
lantry : of the Canadian and colonial
troops. The Times says:—

“The mother country will share with
the Canadians and Australians in the
pride and gratification they must feel at
the fine qualities displayed by their troops
in this dashing little engagement.”

The Standard says: “The Canadians
and Australians had been spoiling for a
fight. Now they have had their oppor-
tunity and they have greatly distinguished
themselves by their coolmess and discip-
line. From the view point of imperial
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unity, the little fight may fairly be de-
scribed as one of the most gratifying
events recorded im the recent history of
the British race.”

A Cape Town despatch reports that
“the rebels in Barkley district are de-
moralized by the British occupation of
Dordrecht.

Should it turn out that the Dutch re-
bellion is thus being diminished it will
be a matter of great relief for the British

campaign. 5
AN ALLEGED SPECIAL.

Montreal,. Jan.» 2—The Star’s special
cable from Belmont, South Africa, Jan.
2, says the Canadians have had their
first experience of actual warfare, the
Toronto company having been with Col
Pilcher in his defeat of the Boers at
Sunnyside laager yesterday. Our boys,
according to reports which reached this
point from ver farm, where Col
Pilcher and his ecommand are now en-
camped, did good work in supporting the
‘guns. The men started out from "here
with Col. Pilcher on .a reconnaissance,
which the colenel reports successful in
every respect. He reports he had but two
men killed and one officer, a lieutenant,
wounded. None of these, however, were
Canadians. The other companies of Can-
adians are all here and in good . health.

SERVICES OF MILITIA ACCEPTED.

London, Jan. 3.—The Queen ;has ac-
cepted the services of 12 battalions eof
militia for foreign stations. BSeven of
these are assigned to South Africa.

The Earl of Albemarle will command
the city of London infantry division in-
nteatd of Col. Sir Charles Howard Vin-
cent.

TORONTO’S LARGE -SHARE.

Toronto, Jan. 2.—Twenty-five artillery-
men, accompanied by the St. Catherines’
and Hamilton detachments, left here late
tonight to join “C” battery at Kingston.
8ix more men, who are to leave tomor-
row with 51 horses, will complete this
section of the battery. The district offi-
cers will recruit 32 men tomorrow in ad-
dition to the 110 already chosen for the
mounted infantry. Montream and Peter-
boro have fallen short their quota and as
plenty of are offering bere it has
been decided to enlist more. When the
cavalry goes out there

men from the Toronto district.

Frere 2

quired by hellomgz today: “Why is

j has Buller done?”’

_The British replied: ' “How did you
like our lydite in the late battle?”

The Boers signalled in ‘response:“Rats.”

BRITISH' SURGEONS RELEASED. '

. ‘Londom, Jan; 2—The Times publishes
the following, dated Jan. 2, from Lor-
enzo Marques:—

“It is asserted that Major Daly and 41
men of the British medical corps who
were left at Dundée when the town was
evacuated, are now on thir way from Pre

toria to Delagoa Bay.’
WOOSTOCK HAS SUFFICIENT MEN,

."Woodstock. Jan. 2.—Capt. Good has
now got“18 men and has received instruc-
tions to keep on enrolling and report
when he has all the men available within
the next few days.

Fred Everett, a former member of the
battery, arrived from Boston today, and
passed the required examination. It was
only yesterday “dfterncon that he was
notified, ‘

TO RECRUIT HERE.

An Office to be Opéned up at Once—Of-
ficers Volunteer. .

A recruiting office will be opened in
St. Jobn this morning and volunteers for
service in the second Canadian contingent
for South Africa will be received. Major
H. L. Borden of the Kings Canadian Hus-
sars arrived here yesterday afternoon to
confer with Lt. Col. H. H. MacLean rela-
tive to arangements for recruiting. Major
Borden was accompanied by his mother,
Mrs. ¥. W. Borden. ‘Llhey are at the
Royal Hotel, and leave today for Canning,
N. S. Major Borden will be here again
next week possibly with the idea of fin-
ally looking over the list of volunteers.

Lt. Col. MacLean is recruiting officer at
St. John and with him is Sergt. Staff
Clerk Moore, who arrived yesterday from
Fredericton. The recruiting office will be
in the 62nd Fusiliers’ officers headquarters
on Charlotte street, where volunteers for
the first Canadian contingent were receiv-
ed, The ailice will be opened at 10 o’clock
and all will them be ready for applications.
The effice hours are not yet arranged.
Enrollment will not be started till the end
of the week, it is expected, the interim
being occupied in reception of applications
and examination of applicants. T'his latter
will be attended to by Surgeon Major
Walker of the 62nd Fusiliers.

Capt. C. F. Harrison has banded to Col.
MacLean a number of applications receiv-
ed by him, The spirit of loyalty and eager-
ness to take part in the empire’s battles
is well exemplified in the case of some
young men who are anxious. to form part
of this wsecond contingent. S. Price of
Moncton came to the city to personally
apply. Lieut. J. H. Parks, Lieut. Ralph
Markham, and Capt. Beverley R. Arm-
steong have applied for positions in the
eomtingent, dropping their rank as of-
ficers and willing to go as privates. A
number of other young men are anxious
to get in the contingent, and it will be
feund, as in the first call, that many more
will apply than can be accepted.

Beards of valuators have been appoint-
ed as follows to pass upon the horses:—
* 8t, John—Lieut. Colonel MacLean, pres-
ident; Capt. Harrison and a veterinary
te be mamed by Colonel MacLean. The
veterinary has mot yet been ‘

Sussex—Lieut. Oolonel Campbell, presi-
Frni.w Lieut. Kinnear, and Vet. Lieut.

Newnoestle—Major‘ Maltby, president;
Liews. Lawlor, and Vet. Lieut. Morrison.
- Woedstock—Capt. @arvell, president;
Lieut. Good, and Vet. Lieut. Domville.
Lieut. Col. MacLean has received a
letter from hig som, Lieut.

will be almost 150,

=

Lean. It was written en board the Sare
dinian as she was nearing Cape Town, and
gives an interesting accourt of the voy~
age. i

FRENCH HAS CUT OFF THE BOERS,

Londen, Jan. 3—A special despatch
from Nauuwport, dated I'uenday, Jan. 2,
says the British command Norvals Pont
bridge with two guns and also command
;l:e Coleabergul:ridge and that the Boll‘d
ve no way to retreat except by wa;
Normberg. The deepatch adds that’bi‘
developments are expected tomerrow.

KIMBERLEY SHELLING AND
SHELLED.

. aal”

. Kimberley, Dec. 26.—The Boers last
night evinced considerable interest in the
Premier mine using their searchlights..-
This merning they actively shelled the
fort. The Royal Artillery replied. Our
shelle were well placed and dropped amid
the smoke of the enemy’s guna.

Last night’s storm. ignited some of the
British military mines, but'there were nar
casualties.

Mr. Cecil Rhodes has supplied the Boer
prisoners with new clothing.

PILCHER’'S MOVE A STEP IN THE
GENERAL PLAN

London, Jan. 3—From a source which:
has many facilities for gaining inside news-
from South Africa a representative of the
Associated Press learns that Col. Piicher’s
occupation of Deouglass is regarded as
merely the first step of Gen. Methuen’s
carefully matured plans to outflank the
Boers. According to this authority it is
probable Col. Pilcher, in conjunction with
Gen. Babington’s force from the Modder
River, will proceed to the rear of those
intrenchments ‘which now prevent Gen.
Methuen from proceeding to Kimberley.
Col. Pilcher has only about 40 miles travel
before he achieves this end, and, if this
understanding is correct, an attack by
Gen. Methuen and a determined effort
:o relieve Kimberley may be expected anyg-

ay.

BRITAIN WILL NOT TAKE DELAGOA

London, Jan. 3—A representative of
the Associated Press has been informed
on good authomty that Great Britain wilk
not take Delagoa Bay. The British gov-

‘ernment, it is added does not ecox te
such a step; in spite of the clamor of the
press and public opinion upon: the,ad-
visability of so doing. - N o
| THIS SETTLES IT. |

Berlin, Jan. 3.—Count Von Rethkirch-
trach has joined the Boers. ' = ° ’

Imdo;l; : Jan.

4, 430 a. m.—There ii &

complete absence of anything new from' 3
the seat of war, The report of the Boer . -

attack upon Molteno is not yet confirmed.”

Apparently General French holda -nothing ' °

within five miles of Colesberg junction.:
His request for reinforcements dispels any
present hope that he will be able to seize -
one of the crossings of the Orange River.

It is probable that when Lord Roberts:
arrives General French will be ordered to
quit his present unsupported position and
to concentrate his command at Be Aar or
Orange River. As the Daily Telegraph
says, General French “Seems to be in the
position of a man having a tiger eat in a
trap and ‘unable to killi it for want of a
‘ﬁcEl,

A despatch from Dover Farm announces
that Lieut. Col. Pilcher has
there safely from Douglas.

Since Commandant General Joubart’s..
return to the front the cannemade of
Ladysmith by the Boers has beem much
livelier. Between Dec. 18 amd Dec. 29
four shells killed one officer and 13 men
and wounded 13 officers and 11 men.

The ‘War Office ackowledges the imferi-
ority of the regular artillery by author-
izing the equipment of the new battery at-
tached to the London volunteer corps
with Vickers and Maxims, some of which
the Boers use, and by ordering one hun-
dred of these 123 pounder quick firers
built immediately. The officers and men of
the new battery will be supplied from the
Honorable Artillery Company. -

Eight additional militia regiments have
been called out. Seven of .these will
serve in Ireland replacing the regulars
sent to South Africa.

The Hon. Sydney Robert Greville,
equerry to the Prince of Wales, has ob-
tained the prince’s commission to go to
the front. Recently he has been .acting
as Lord Salisbury’s secretary, instead of
Mr. Schomberg McDonnell, who hasgone
to South Africa.

Among the announcements of those who
volunteered yesterday appear the names of
a hundred or more sons of gentlemen.
Many of these are Scotch. The papers-
comment upon the fact that, in view of
the state of public opinion, it s much
easier to go to war than stay at the eluba.

All parts of England and :Seotland re-
port lively volunteering, a leadimg ieo_tm
being the great sums raised by private
subscriptions for volumteer equdpment.
Some of the counties have givem sums as
high as £30,000. It is computed that the
provinces have already raised mea:r'y £000,~
000, while Londen is raising . £120,000. for:
the city eorps. £

LEYDS IN FAVOR AT THE HAGUE.
The Hague, Jan. 3—Dr. Leyds, the Idip~
lomatic agent of the Tramsvaal, attey.ded
the New Year's ball at the palaee yes--
terday evening. Queen Wilhelmima, con-
versed several times with him. He rwas re~
ceived by the foreign mindsters Foday.

Dmm———

AMERICAN MILITARY OB/JERVER: -

FOR THE ROBRS.
Washington, Jan. 3~—Cyptain Cark
Reichmann, of the 17th infawtry, and se-
sistant adjutant genera) of ve/lunteers, has

been detailed the mecretssry of war to
accompany the army, in the wer in
South Africa.
Bt
LORD SALISBURY ONW THE FLOUR
. " SFIZURE.
London, Jan. 3—The United States am-

bassador, Mr, JWP‘D A, M, 'i'iw

the foreign ‘effice this .eveming for the’

purpose of making the first official repre-
sentation @mn the subgect of the Delagos

i, [Continued on Page 8]
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