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ON BEING A BAPTIST®
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1 came 16 bie & Baptist, and why

Baptist now Lwe rent
became n Baptist in my
frud read iitule, ssen litile,
t htle. 1 pow have
« world, have read
snd [ am otill & Bap
tist. 14 y ralify and spprove
what I ¢ EATS B, O
Recoming a Baptist ~My fatbher and
mw t ¢ Bapiists, and few of my
immediate {riends belonged 0 thal de
nominstion. 1 was waiking one day
with some boys, and one of them said
“The Bptists do not use the same Binle
tba: otheér peoplte mse.”’ “Woat you
8y, “can hardly be true
Taoere uistake sbout it
nat it was troe; and ss 1

How
Ian a e difr
questions
yu’lll' wihex
knew line,
nad exper!
and have

ment means of verifyiog Lis |

statement, I said no more. Bat I often
thought of it ; srd that remark, untros
and irjarions ns I «ftexward found, was
probanly the first thing that torcel my
thougits toward the Baptists. 1t warned
me not to take the statements of ignorant
or prej idiced persons against any denom-
fnation of Caristiaus as trae, until by
persoonl
them true. The habit of investigating
for myself led me to go to the one ulti-
mate authority in religious matters; the
Bible.

Thus fer ] bad gotten, when in some
way I came to be & member of & Bible
class in & Baptist 8 indsy-echool. Even
then I did not atteod preaching at the
Baptist church. My Bibleclass teacher
was an ardent Buptist, but I do not re-
call that he osed any direct means to
proselyte me to his belief. He was »
& man of earnesiness, intelligence, and
honesty of mind, and aflterward became
one of the beat and most belpful friends
of my life, P ssibly my sincere respect

investigatioor 1 bad found |
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did not find it fn tha New Testament. 1
do oo teileys in f4 now for the same
rewon, s0d aiso brosee [ bave learned
that§i owed tta ceigin b s false cOndep
| tom of the virwie of bapdem ; the be
{ Hel that bapiism. regeureates the 800! ;
that §t bae p owor lo Meelfl to wiah saway
sin my \swerpretation of
the temobirgaol the Now Tegtament bas
wd by the fact that the
weys 1oqaired faith before
i tise onse of infents. It
¥ tiat any one haa
t of bapiisiog even infants
st g dring felin, at Tosst fn the
wan  Che foundation diff-rens- be
weon B ootinte wild Others waes really sa
s the 1wy of the falth of sponsors
wrenn can bellsve for thelr ohlidren
whe B opiiate were wronyg. 11 every ooe
P moast b lleve for Limeel!, the Baptists
were vigbL
The At o) Baptiom ~The fest peonli
arkty of o B apasis W as b g ialitios
thon for churon memb:rauip —pasoosl
falro Tue seoond, fullowiog (rom the
| sk, wan e deolal of lofant bepiism.
Toe toled was fu emphasiz ng the
autbority of the New Testainsns.  Tos
1O Tootament wes aleo tos Word of
God, bat the Now Tostemen: wes &
{ sort of cevined oode for the government
of the ohurch. O bers with them beld
110 the N w Teatament, but 0o others 80
| emphasizad ft It was from thedr em
| phasis of the antbority of the New Tes-
| toment that they came W sbandom the
|ten gireent mode of bapudsam. Taws
!c urch wan practicing sprinkilog sod
pouring, snd the Now Testament taaght
fmmesin. Toe Bipista at the very
firs’ did not immerse. They came to be
immersionisis becauss the New Teata
ment nquired it; or rather, because
Christ 80 tsnght in the New Testament.
If any one doubis that immersion is
there taught, the best thing for him to
do is to read the New Testameat for
hims-if. Tratis what I did in my boy-
1o d bef ro I became & Baptist. Isaw,
hooght | saw, that immersion was
m.. I did not see that anything
wiss was. My subs g ent readingstudy
snd thiokipg have not led me to change
my opioion: (1) Ihave found that the
original word 1o baptize means to im-
merse; (2) that where, in the New Tes
tament, toe circumstances of baptism
ara definiteiy mentioned, as where Jesus
is baptiz-d in the Jordan, and Poflip and
tue eunich weot down into the waler,
immersion is indicated ; (3) that in defi-
nite figurative aliusions, us where bap-
tism is spcken of as & burial snd &
ing, immersion is evideatly ia mind; (4)
that In tbe earliest Chiistian writers,
who defioitely mention baptism, 1t is
immersion; (5) thatin all the earlier
liturgies directions are given to im-
merse; (6) that the early baptisteries
{and tue later too), were fiited up for
1mmession. There were often de-
acribe”, with their tbree steps down, and
three steps up, and the bottom, making
seven in all, and there was the immer-
sion, or im i ing desath
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for him, or I miay say, bissilent, 1
inflaence, was tue ns xi thirg tust drew
me toward the Baptists. Bat the decis
ive thiog, that which inflaenced me
more than aoything « oo, wes what ap-

ed 1o me o be the tpschioge of the

ew Tert \ment, agsinit which I did
not care, or dare to go. - And a0, in my
nineteenth year | bicame & Baptiat.

As 1o kback 1t seems to me that
the principle that guided me in my
cholee ol puomiostion wag & sort of &
military
know how tw dis )
be positive orders.- | folt that whatever
the New Testament tesches by plain
precept or by remsonabie infer noe cught
wbethe aw of my life.  And years

erved L strsngiben the con
bt leellog was vight

at came among the Baptists, |

curp paratively e shout toem.
1 have slie enrued ihat o0 ot o
thona Whey d1ffer dttie from olber (
tsce. Bapliste geoerslly ) oy
the doctrinad stk bon of the  Eple opel
Fesver Bock:  Tue Baptist Oonfession
of Falth of 1665 ~4be Palisdelphis oun
fesaion
Westminaier [ Frosbyterian ) Confession
Maay Baptive tod mooh Lt they ap
prOve 10 Bhe 8 alemi (

ethod el discip fue. A
be a Caivinis Arvmiolan, and be
wooe th e s Hapin
the Baptisis 1o Amerion
Euogiand

An Egiscopalisn i & Coristien with
Eplscopaitan  pecadagithis . » Preshy
terisn ia s Corbstian with Presbyterian
pecuifuriti-n . » Mothodist ts & Chsle
tian with Motrodist peosdsritien . and
& Bapiist fs 2 Cardsiian with
peonlisrities, Bo we mmight say of all
the com y secognized sects  they
are e with thelr own pecaliard
e on Baptiel w
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alists, wos the bolinl Uil 8o 0ne oan b
» Olrin'{ by biw gwn deliberwte
chokes ; & iniog oen make i
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£y cames 50 priesh wousd dver |
suy ooe without |

have dared Lo baptls

faith, But in the onee of an infest It
was oot fin awn feith, but the falth of
s spousom.  The sponsom belloved for
the obi 4. The proniiarity of the Bap
Usta wer (ot they foniated thet every
one moRt badeve for bimeell ; thet be
lief by teiny was wnrssscnshis, -un
sty ¢ wnd of o forcs.

When | fiess heoame s Bapilet 1 84
not beticve bo infapt baptiem, beosuse 1
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and ewersicns representing the resurrec-
tion, Th's went on io the Latin or
Csiholic cburch for more than s thou-
sand years, and goes on in the Greek, or
Esstern cunreb, to tbis day. It is ame
that in toe case of rickness the church
ailowed’ pouring or sprinkling ss & sub-
stitute for baptism; but when men
thought of baptism they thought of im-
mersion, a trine immersion everywhere
¢x2ept in Bpain, sod tbere a single im-
mersion. »a sak why only s single
immersion paio, and the trine im-
mersion elaswiere, I could tell you, but
But the fact tha’ they im-
sed once in Bpain three o8
elsewhere, and that there were special
laws about it, emphasizes the fact that
[ they immersed. [t was toward'the close
of the sixih century that the customs
began 1 differ 38 to trine Or single im-
mersion, sod then and much later, ail
| the courch {mmersed.
When trine immersion first came in,
{0 one knows. It fa mentioned b
Tertubitan, woo died in 220 4 », as if it
waa the ¢ immon practics, Bo far as I
now reoall, no earifer wriler speaks of ft,
uniess we et opose the so-called Apostolic
| Cations o be earlier than an,
some bave thought that the threefold
lmmersions was from the first; others
adopted 10 give emphasis o
rine of the trinity, which, in
I' riailisn s time and eariier, began to
be cabled to guesticn. The second view
[ aeema b0 me 10 be the trae one. Bat
whatever view we adopt the fact is the
shme, that immerslom was the baplism,
16 baptisiog, the priest sald, “I baptizs
thew du the nemse of the Father” snd
fmaeard onoe, “wnd of the Bon,'" sod
tomsraed the second Ume, “and of “the
Hoiy Gowl” snd immorsed the thind

thime

An | write thons loet words, far away
rom my books, tue old Wtargles come
4y ¢ me, begluping 16 the !y
ceniary, and comlug dows o
cleventh bentiry sod later.  Oune
w aohol rs, keowing the bis
Bureh, couid ever belleve
@ but immenion was
{ the sariler and middie
Boat, grost e the power of
{wupp sithon: | have, some
vong oy papere, & betier from
Dy, Moy M. Doster, sdiior of
1und weitien »
on bis John Sudih, the be
ad resomarsnded the thor
slaking way in whieh he
ve mtudiad the Hierstore of
controversy of the Het
sevepleenth  century Ahe
Cvianyas b0 the sot of bap
ad wished that some ome would
oo o slatise servios for the liters
b sptbemi fu thie aight and nlath
oeitarion i ventured the ssesr
fan bhat 50 one oou'd study theb e
re wnd sthil doub . sa to whet wea the
s D baptiens. i le the Hisesiare of
d Cosrlomague sod Lis soms.
o soe wer Lo toie sesertion, Dr. 1 axter
wakd 1 at for biausell bie beiloved that st
| the very fimt immemion, speink ling, sud
{p kg were pemotised, bat that owlng
W seal teadenecy § 5 make madh of
baptism, immerdon sfter & while be
came thn ouly mode. Tuls sy
mdght, fodesd, socount fo the fuol that
0 Loty the E wbera sod Westers shurob,
fmmension was the on'y baptiem. Bay
1 e sobblig else Lo rerommend it 1o
s & more supposition. It fe & far more
natarsl supposiidon thet immersion was
the pracidos of the sge suceseding the
silew, bwosnse it had been the
the .'r‘h This wuy o
plains the fect «qasily well, and bes
poveryiblng elae bu e favor. . If the

{
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Teachiog of the Twelve Apowties, 1o fia
intely disooverad form, were as onrly +»
De Bebafl and others put ft (shont 100
A D), toe seventh ohacter would b
omolustve againg: De D xer's suppost
tou. It only allows pouring when toere
i 0o water for lmmeralon, wiidon sbows
that pouring was «van then only per
mitted in osees f supposed neoeesit;

1a institating baptiem, Onrist did two
things : First. Ha reqaiend » 0 mfession;
and second, He desorined the manner of
it. When the eunich ssid w Fuilp,
“What doth binder me to e bapuis ¢ 17
Polllp soewered, “If thou belirvest with
sl thy hsprt thon mayest” Hewaalt, 1
tell. ve that Jesus fs the Chrlst. And
then they hoth went dowvn 1w the
water and Polifp baptized bim. I do
0o Bot furget  that thie passage in sap-
p ed Lo be an tnterpolation. But if so,
1t was Interpol wed 1o the second oen
wri; 6 te graed or reloerred 0 by
Iretwas (dtew 202 & 0.), and may b»
taken sa ddusiraling the teaching of the
charob in bis time, snd shows what was
then the confession and what the form
of makiog it
Ohrist, became outwardly and tormally
His, in baptism. No one has ever
thought of changing the confessl n.
Many Lave thought the manner of muk-
itig 1t & matter of fodifference. And yet
Curist preasciibed boit the confession and
tysmanner of it

Notbing bas been gained by changing
the act of bapiism, except it may be
convenience. Hw nothing bwn lost?
Is there no loss of reversnce for Curist,
woen we permit ourselves to think that
we may put something in the pisce ol
what He hes prescribed? Is there no
loss in significin-e when an ¢emhlem of
pirification (sprinkliog) fs subetituted
1w an emblem of death and & new Iife?
In our Hime the great question
woether Corist fndeed dicd snd rhne

Men were baptized into
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power of ongelestion, the abllity more
readily to condentrate the wwengih of
the churob ihe aaoom plish o
some grost and doslvable sud, he wisb
i reproased A8 BOCG w8 We  rEmambey
st the only o ooentration of «ff «t
oative W Obriedantty s that whion
cumes from o valied, spostansons Lo

pa
1 sald jowt pow that Baptists fesl no
need of & dlooesan blabup. Bren b our
awn couutry saeh bisbopes have enertad
« wido and wholesome 111l 1enoe. Many
of them bhave besn men uf leasblag sad
ablidsy, and of besaiiful, consecrated
iives. Taefr 461 1000 hua 60t baas 090
fined 0 thelr own commonion | 14 has
boen & public blesslog. Bt the ssme
may besald of Mothodist mad of B u
suist, as well as of Egls wopal Sistops
It ts an able, godly moen tnat they have
done thelr work, not ss  bishops, or
slaoply sebbeh ps.  In wmloenoe and
power £ ey onn ne melchad by Pogghy
Lirinn snd Bapt et peet e No bithop
1o Eogland was & gre.t « and more up
i twg loros tasn Me, Bpurgeon. And
wh o did Bogiand bave a biehp or
ar b bishsp of geest « fofl renae thn
J hiWealey? Aod char b hist wians
e £) sing th praises of tho vensrable
e,'who was only » priest. The bisbhop
may besomething, but ths men is iar
more,
The *Historic Episcopule.” ~For ali
pra tiosl purposes, even tia Episoopal
hurchss in Americsa might do well
enough with mit ¢ e olshiwps. The o ffisi-
ency of tiechiron is in t1e pat r sad
congregst on. Oaoe & yesr, or 1t may
be unce 1o several yoars, tie bish p
comes and sdmiout ts confirmstion.
1h tis, he recogoizes and gives his
uificial sanction t ) wasth @& already been
done; hscomp eies t1e baptism of years
8go. We sometimes h :ar of uniting ail
denomin: tions ou th ;s basis of tue “his-
i

ain from the dead. I i e
Snnin( from the very first, tes ifies that
He did die and did ries again. It was in
vended to besr L at 1es tmony. What is
the testimony that sprinkiing or poar
irg bears? Des it say saaything of
QOurist? Nthing whatever. By the
disoontinnance of immeasion, men si
lenced one of the most elcquent witaess
es for the death, burisl ana resurrection
of the Lord Jesus. Was taere no loss in

7

Those who have been “baptized” by
sprinkling or pouring, provided they
were baptizad mn their own onal pro
fession, have confessed Carlst, bat they
have nit confessed Him in His own

escribed way. Our only sutnority to

aptize any one comes from Cbrist.
©01id not baptizy sny one whose bap-

m He does not reqaire, or in & way
which He does not & joln. There must
be the reqiired confession, and the pre-
soribed torm of it. I could not baptiz s
an infant; I could not sprinkle any ove
in the name of the Father, Bon and Holy
Gboat. ¥

The Baptist Polity.—~The Baptists are
pecutiar, but less prominently so, in
their form of ocburoh government. In
this respect they diffor from some, but
not from sll other denominations. ’rh.,
hold that every local church has & right
to conduct its own aff sirs without fnter-
ference from sny other churoh;
thet it bhas all the rights, duties,
snd functions conferred by Oh
and - negessary to omrry on is
work. They claim that in holding this
they are [ollowing the teachings of the
New Testament; that the churches or
ganized by the aposiles were independ-
ent, congregational churches. Toey
need no bishop in the modern sense,
holding that the pastor is a bishop com-
petent to the administration of baptism
sand the Lord's Bapper; to the instroc-
tion of the congregation ; and, with the
church, to the exercise of discipline,
This most havs been the order in the
beginning. When thers was but one
church in s city or province, the bishop
of that chorch was & simple 3
That one church was the whole churoh.
When there was only ome ch in
Rome, even the bishop of Rome was the
pastor of only one church. When a
church wae established st Milan, the
bishop of Milan was in l'ke manner the
pastor 6f only ane church. There wes
u) other church for him to be bishop of.
The duties of a bishop, then, were
originally confined to one charch. In
having a pastor or bishop for each
church, the Baptists (and others) are
following the primitive order.

Bat some deny that any form of
churoa organisstim is revealed in the
New Testament. Very good : & form of
oburch governmant was either presorib-
od, or not prescribed. If it was not pre
-mhndl the church organis sion may be

d by local sud Y oon
ditlons, Toe church may Luo;dl.ba
sualogy of the Btate and be Episcopalisn
1o » monsrchy, Preabytedan o an arls
toorazy, sad Congregstional {o & repub
He. la faol, the government ln Biate
bas slways bind much 45 do wits the
furm of government io chugoh.  Epteco-
pacy was nataosl do the Romsn Em
phee; 16 is natural bo Eagland, - = Bai in
Amerion the tendency is Lo popales gov
srnment o ohorh ae wali ws 1o sl
Each sommunity (o the B s oonabd
wred oM PenL b AR s owa loosl
vonoerps, snt each 0wl phareh Is son
of teved competent o oall and snpport
Hia pasion, | Apline s mem bers, and,
o oa wond, 1
fant balong to the phursh of Corlel

y pdependant, o mgregationa
shiapoles sre bo Live with the goniae of
oonr el vl goversmest

Bat, gappose o foems of sbarch govers
ment hae tonn rovesiod fo the New Ten
fomant. 1o that onse I might not be
diffisult 0 show thet that Torm was
probabiy indepeadont sod oongreg sidon
sl And la A merion, ot loasl, it lie the
diuble advantage of belng prmitive,
and ot the aume Ume sdaplod 10 the fn-
#ut whons of the soustey, 1t e slmple,
fexiie, and esnlly » ') wied 85 loosl con-
ditions.  1¢ oau never become & groat
aorporstion, with boundless weslth and
pasonage. 11 esn never be & menaoe

iiberdy, nor, in any ssase, &
v ine. 1t in se mtob st home
andes one Tarm of governwent ss in
suother | b Ohios s oA meron. 11 is

{
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wnt by ithe ! 1iaalf,
follows from
it ls & matter of

| theas an w0 Lovldest |
dle o tpilne.
1n refersnor t0 somé of (bhess things
Baptin! veonlisrition ave not 80 marked
wow s formerly,  Baptists sre 00k now
slone o bolding that the Now Testa
meut s the uithmste snd suffiolent
sathorily for ke Onedstisn.  Thelr
peouliarity here la one of emph wis.
Cinme denominaiions besides the Pres
boteriane bold o Oslvislam, but none
emphales i o the Presh y wrisns do. [n
ih e WAy Aohe smpiss 80 the sole
sathordy of the New Ueslament sa the
Heptinte do Methodists sn & otass, and
ek g de olber desomin whons, bod that
no obe osn beoome .uumd«; exoept
y onnedoas snd willlng sobmission 0
Cardet. They hold this in common with
Haptista, but they go fas loward neatral
ining dhe orincipsl when they baptiss
tu‘ante  From the Bret the Oongroge
tisnsiiste bave held W the lndependence
of the obnrobes, and many olbhers have
1m¢u 0 0 bold, Thers I & growlog
\-ppmﬂ&n o tnfant baptiem ; apd =
| wide feoling smong Pedobaptista that
{no barm oso come from negl (9
1 Mtep by siep things onoe entrely peou-
far o Baptists, have besn fnvading
| other denominstions. Mach se Baptisis
bave grown in mbmbership, Lhels prin-
clples have had & wider and more ex-
pansive growth. When the develop
mént ls away from the trath, the farther
we go back the purer the ohurch is in
dootrine and practics. When the de
velopment is towsrd this truth the
highest conditfon of purity fs to be
sought lower down. The wrong
ve opment was the resalt of wrong prin
eiples. A deflecting foroe was besriog
meu away feom the simpdeity of
the truth e §¢ is in Jesus.
The d‘m‘delvalopmsm is the resuit
i

tori ta.” I+ mightbe i 4
0 kn )w exactly what that mesns, if aoy
onecounld tellus. 'he birh spof taesscond
ceutury was no more iik+ thy diocesan
bisa p of ourday th .n thesimple Bishop
of Rime was like ons of thy mighty
popes of the t #lfth or thicteenth cen-
tu y. 1hs bisuop, as we know him, isa
developmaat ; ne becomes what hs is
tarough ths inflaence of canses that for
toe must part no looger operate. He
was uselul in his time; he had & rsal
service to perl.rm, s sexvice som:thing
like t' at of Judson in Barms, and of
Clongh among the Telogus. It was,
perh q-i unavoidabls th.t he sh uid
get to himse.f & charscter and preroga-
tives that did not oriiinally belong to
Him. Oiroumstances favored such a
thing if they did not reqnire it. Which
is toe bhistoric bishop? Tbe original
pastor of & church, of which there were
five buodred in North Africa salone in
the time of Augustine (died 480 Ao » ),
or the present overseer of many churoh-
o't - Toe bishop as he was, or as he
came to be? Even a bishop of the second
century is not needed now. Muoh less
do we need & bishop of the ninth cen-
tury ~the oentury of bishops di

of righ: ; working acoording
tyihy origioal and central truthy of
Christ n ty we may expect graduat y t)
soake curselves loose from error, and to
move coostact'y toward the trath., Tha
fact taat Baj tists have been leading to-
ward clearer and purer tions of
t1a charch and its work, may be tiken
83 & proof taut toey have ses d thet:me
fundsmentd principle of church ' de-
velopment. And tost is ex«tW what
they hive done. Thair germinud coo-
o ticn ts: A chorch conpose! of be-
1i -vers in Christ, organised and g wvorred
& oording i) the t mchiogs of the New
Lert yment

As 1 hive grown in years my sym:
pstbies have been broadened have
learned t)look with more admiration
on wne excellences of my brethren of
otrer denominations, and wita more
charity on whit seems to me to be ¢ 1eir
errors. I hive learned how easy it is to
adopt false principles of growth, aud
how infallibly those principles lead
astray, and how difficuls it is for men to
recall their missteps, and to give up
wrong cust)ms. At the same time
with my chardty toward others, has
grown my d t) the principles of

to Voltaire. I, at lesst, am content with
simple congregational churchies and sim
ple pastors.

Baptist *Close Communion.” ~It is no
alight bl to the
of Bnpu-;‘mmﬁplu that tae most com-
m m obje urged against the denom-
instion is in reference to a matter seo-
oodary and incidental. In common with
all other Christians, Baptis s hold thata
right to participate in the celebration of

my own denomination, I believe thst
they are safe, true, and acoording to toe
will and wisdom of Ohrist. 8o far as
they bave been tried, they have been
working well. I bel{eve that the whole
Cbristian church would be better for
adopting them.

Things to be Deplored. ~1If I should bs
ssked whetaer I do not mow and than
meet with things among the Baptists
th«t worrp me, I should answer, Yes. 1
mee t "E'h ignorancesnd sin, and un-

the Lord’s Bapper depends first on a
morsl, second, on & ial
qualification. In all ages the church has
soown its attitude toward men by ad-
mittiog them to, or excluding them
from, commuojon. For open and flag-
rant sios, and likewise for errors in doo-
trine, it has withdrawn (ellowship from
men ; it has excommunicaled them. To
sdmit & man to communion was to give
him charch to sck d,

5 wit! y igfo-
try, and vulgarity, But I meet with
taese everywhere; Lhz are not Baptist
neculiarities. I have foand them in all
th denominations. The Apostle Pail
fo nd thefn in the churches in his day.
He was provoked to say that all men
seek t 1eix own, not the things that are
Christ’'s. The woridliness and unbelief

bis full membenhip in the ochurn.
Baptists, in their practice of “close com-
manion,"” but follow the old church gus-
tom. They sdmit to communion toose
whom they oan admit to charch fellow-
ship. Toey have organiz>d s separate
denomin to give emphasis 1o their
coald not receive
an unimmersed man into their ohdrob,
or one who had only been baptized in
infancy. To do s0 would be to abandon
their principle of organization; to give
up their protest :&"nt what they be
lieve to be errors. And if they cannot
receiva sudh persons to church member-
ship, for the same reason they cannot
offer them the communion whioh in all
ages has been the token of charoh f.l-
lowship. Thelr olose commuanion is a
matter of disciplibe. It is different from
the olose communion of other denomi-
nations only in its spplioation, viz, to
t iose whose baptism i+ unlawful or de-
fective. Remove the peculiarity of their
baptism. snd thelr close ' communion
lowss Ita Harity. The close com-
munion & logloal scquence of their
einciples, or rather the their
position as the sole saserters of believ
o’ ln sithon 1o infant bapiism; and,
in tne Western world, of immersion io
oppositdon o sprinkling and pouriog se
baptlsm. I have never been. present at
commanion in & Baptist obaroh whero
b of other inations were
also presont, that I did not regret
that they oould- not be saked to
Jin in the ocommunion. I re
oogaissd them a8 servants of our
ocommon Lord, and one with us 1o the
fellowship of the Bpirlt.  Oa the other
band, | bave never been present at the
aptlam of ao infant or when aprink
Hog was sabetituted for bapsiem, that |
did ot Teot that those same dear breth

lesotion of thelr ervor present with me,
and with that error procisimed by them
#a trath, 1 do not know how tosek them
W communion without approving
oeeor, Io withholding comma-

nlon from shem I sim ply intend to with-
hold spproval from thelr baptism. A
le who stand for » jple must
otlow the ple against thefr nator-
al inotl 3

Haphist Peouldiarities Less Marked. —
1 have th J

and ocontent and partyism of
men troubled him.. He had experience
with Alexander the coppersmith. And
yet b+ did not permit the failings (f
men ¢5 chill hisdevotion to ths troth.
And besides, there were many in the
early church of whom tie world was
not worthy, Theapostle had am ng h's
bretren as sweet friendships as wers
€vec known od earth, and as poble fel
low-workers as ever banded tcgether in
& holy cause. In the same way I have
met among the Baptists as true men
Slmple faits, ot wnedfy Burpoos, &
slmple faith, o , of
broad cuitare, of guileless g:vodon 0
truty; women of gentle of

ibly persnade mysel!, as otheri have
Aone, that, «fter all, it might be jost ag
well 1 baptis  lofanie, and jast s well
0 g0 with tne m»j rity tuaprinktiog
and pourfog for bepasm. Bat in dok
00 I should lower my moral tone;
should biunt my s-ras of ohilgaim to
obey the law . Oorist. I suould, in
some messire, ot least. | 8o my reavfol
rwm { aone danoe.  Bat, besides this,
shoald givs up that posiiive and ag
groasive eloment of trath wifleh Baptisty
Bold. Tows word others hod sni prac
Hee what [ asnnot hold snd (waction, sod
it whal 1 held o be tue truth of
Oardet. Ta & Baptist chiuroh ny cone
sclenos b not ty mbled by wnyibiog that
L am veq brerd L5 sppeovssor by suyibing
et § 8 r g iren b uiigleoy; and this
Tawhy I agw Baptiet
1o eloning this pap ¢ 1 monlon & fact
that bs osetalaly worthy 7 very sealons
ooosiderattim. 1t da this: Tast wost are
now Baptist degniderdii’y wire gmoe
¢ mmon to the whols ohrch  «1f jme
wemed | Liers was no in'snt hapidam
ail the shinirces wers Independ: nt snd
sovgrgatioond ; and all were viose com-
manion.
Mald snarvant — Peolissar, O plin
! K I haveawallowed « idn?
Protemaor “Nover
mind: her in an wher one”
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Think OF If, fise frmar haa
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e b
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y cure.
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Bors Throat, Tonsilitis, Colic, Cute, siriises:
and Pains Hable (o oecur in Tamil
Botioe. Delars may e a lite, Relieves afi Gamamar
tom B T proms et 1. 8. Johamon & (o, Bouiin, Mam.
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ollen
. Laoe,

pare splrits, of winning grace., Toese
t )0, are not Baptist peculiarities. Bat

need not go outside my own
denomination to find (hem; nor
need I bound my friendship by denom-
instional lines. Bat i{ the ¢hurm of
oultare, sud wisdom, sod soclal grace
shonld lead me away from duty, I
should see in them the rigt hand to be
uu: off, and the right eye 1o be placked
out.

Tue Bap sts have been figh'ing ah wd
| battle against homan sutbority, sgainst
| castom grown old, and sgainst the pres-
| tige of wealth and leaming. No other
| denomiomtion has had so many thin.s
to resist and to overcome, Bat in spiie
of all, they nave been advancing. If any
should be discouraged because Baptisis
may bave more then a falr proportion
of the poor unlearned, the;
comfort themselves with the oot n
| that that was the oase onoe with the
| whole oharch; and ss in the primitire

o Y, Xid Gloves'o O
ne work belng done ¢ sokly, nestl
iy, without the 3as of seedia ot thread,
Wark, h s Plaitiog or Fems on
for Idnll‘! Ribbons, (4 le superior, quicker
aive than hoting .
mailto suy eddress oo recsipt of 13 seste

RUBBER STORK,
ALLLSO A0}
.

BOILERS.
SAW MILLS,
PLANERS.
BAND BAWS.
FURNACES.

SCHOOL DESKS.

ROBB ENGINEERING (0. Ll

| charoh, 80 in the Baptist d i
tiere Is room for all that is trne ana
saving io the gosy of Christ, and all
that is noble, reforming, and elevating

| In bumanlife. I bave

«d that ignoran & and cosrseness are not

Buptist peculinrities. Bat if I should

chisuos W be partioularly troubled with

such things smong my ‘denomi:

| beethren, I sh0uld take it as s call to be

betier, snd wiser, and more learned, and

more Ohristian myself, and to strive to
make others 80. Anything that naturally
bl mgs to Cheisti snity would be at home in

a Baptist church.
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“BIBLE LESSO

Adapted from Peloubet’s Select 1
FIRST QUARTER.

Lesson JX. Mar 4 Gen. 2!
SELLING THE BIRTHRI

GOLDEN TEXT.

“The ife is more then meat
body is more than ratment.”’—

Tue Frcemics of HieToRy
chape. 28-27

EXPLANATORY.

Tue Twix Brormsrs Ve
Twenty yests wibir e ma
Issac, two sons, twine, were b

97." Evan,"” the elder, “ was 1

h(;nhr” betokenivg his wild
welf ind nt ohsracler, and
bim bably to society

hmu.-’-n Csnaanites round ab
man of the field.” Tois is ant
what follows, “a dwellexr io tov
stead of epenoirg bis e fn k
of bis mmily, returning to
after the day’s Iabor st night,
over the o.uniry, like the u
honters in ball sav.ge jands
was & plaio mesn.’  -lbls is
quate rendering of the word,
“pertect” in dub. 1: 1-8, mea

ht,” & man of gene sl fnteg
had & gress force of charac
capacity for sir ng wnd endu)
tion, which i clueely a lied
religious nature, “Dwelling
A man of steady, domest
habits, stayiog at home, atten
pasturing of bis fl <ks and the
of the family, lostead of
sbroad in search « f pleasure
ment. Jsoub inberited from |
s tendency to sbrewd buargs
sharp practice. He would g
inteliect 'h;‘t Esau would ga
sical strength.

28. "A!?d Isasc loved Es
was & natural result of the ¢
their characiers. Issav saw
some ideal characteristics he
wished for himself. He ad
busly form, bis p yeical dari
pertness in ali maily exexcls
over, “bedid eat of bls venis
he especial {nkrd. Tois w
special weskners 88 many
tors make out. Every heal
has special likings as to fo
Rebekuh loved Jacob,” Out
in part, and in part becau
much st home with her, anc
similar tastes.

PossiBiLiTies. There were
sibiliies 1 each of these
Essu might have become ar
and usetul man, usirg bis
defend virtue and innceence
age, energy and skill to war
evils, and to defend bis boms
mies ; bis healthy opn-heas
good nature to witract men
religion, sud pure moraity
charscter be might bave 1
Jacch, on the other band, ws
born businéss msn, & spie
when rightly used. He

ood bergain by instinct.

reacbing plans. He o ul
wer for good. He cou
veloped all things that made
bis clan. He coud |
mesans f ¢ spreadivg the (x
He hbad slsy the natare
climb tbe beavenly ladder
and stand upon the Mount
uration,

Tug BALE (F THE BIRTH
29-34 1be Two voys ﬁh
young fuen, developing thei
and determining io this pex
tire future. Be careless, if
old sge, or even on the
grave; but it is the supr
almost the unpardonable
thoughtless in the goldes
youtr. Tbey were sbout
years old when oocured the
today’s lessin

THE BISTHRIGHT was the
the famisy. Essu wes, by ri
the head of the family,
priest, and kiog; snd Do
nounce such privileges, exc
rfice r quired by God, with
ing” Gud, who guve tbem
than this: he wss the |
“chegen’ family ; on him |

blessing of Abrabam, that,
all farwldes of the earth she
ed”; and, in desplsiog bi
he put bimself out of the s
and s0 became a “profane
win must not be overlcok
natioo st the fraud of Jaec
we shali see presently, brov
retribution ss well ue its 0

FiTx) 68 FOR THE BIRTHRI
firat place 1t had been 10
their birth (25: 28) toa
should serve the youoger
Jacob's mother had told
son of this jropbeoy, and b
he was to bave the birth
Jaccb's npatural chsrsoter
him to be the hexd of th
the high priest of their :
Bgt stall more was he
tendency of bia life and tk

character. “The free
careless, the shagpy, enerj
shows off for & time to fa
vantage than the plod
satute dweller in tents,
study of the whole lives of
not support this earlier

Jacob, we have s struggle

elements of character, o,nd

i%g in the triumph of U

Esau, the original good d

grows older, into overmast

Tue BARGAIN, 20. *.
o % god’ is

be.”
red ', Wi “age still
in Egypt snd Byria.” “A:
from the fleld.”” The



