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POLICE METHOD
OFFENDS JUDGE

ASKING ACCUSED FOR
STATEMENT IMPROPER

Frederick Babbage Found
Guilty at Assizes of Steal-
ing From Mail.

r disapprove of this American prac-
ce of getting prisoners to make state-
after arrest,” said Mr. Justice
Tuesday afternoon in the
jurse of the trial of Frederick Bab-
bage on a charge of stealing mail mat-
geier. Detective H. J. O'Leary was be-
ing asked by Deputy Attorney-General
A\Xﬁ(vlean as to a search he had made
of Babbage’s house, following a state-
ment made by the accused, when his
lordship expressed his opinion very
strongly.

«What business had you to go in and
question a prisoner?”’ asked the judge.
“T do not ask the man to make a state-
ment.”

“This man was under arrest when I

ments

[rving

"[SHOOTING AFERAY ON

HIGH SCHOOL CAMPUS

Student Receives Bullet Wound
in Leg—Outcome of Haz-
ing Episode.

Snohomish, Wash., Oct. 6.—The high
school of this city is in a furore over a
shooting affray that occurred on the
campus Monday evening, Claud Stretch,
a sophomore, is suffering from a pain-
ful, though not dangerous, bullet wound
in the leg and it is claimed that Guy
Bakeman son of Coroner Bakeman of
this county, did the shooting. The affair
is said to be the outcome of a hazing
episode which took place at a recent
freshman dance, when a crowd of
freshmen took Bakeman from the ball
room and cut his hair in a very inar-
tistic fashion.

Bakeman and a number of students
were on the school grounds Monday
evening when one of the students
lifted Bakeman’s hat and made some
facetious remark about his hair. This
angered Bakeman, and it is alleged he
drew a revolver from his pocket and
fired, the bullet striking Stretch.

As all the students concerned in the
affair are sons of prominant families
of this city, the shoofitng is causing
much excitement. Several expulsions
and suspensions will follow, it is said.
The school authorities declare that haz-

arned him and asked him if he had..,_h,1g must sto peven if every boy in the

snything at his house,” explained De-

tive O'Leary.

“All the more reason you should leave
Lim alone,” commented his lordship.

Detective O’Leary stated that he was
~0ing to get out a search warrant but
it was late at night and to save trouble
] ked Babbage’s consent to make a

iren.

“] suggest that in future you take
out a search warrant and leave prison-

< alone, because I object very much
to this American system of getting
prisoners into the cell and interrogat-
ing them. I do not believe the police
have any right to do it. I disapprove
of the practice; it is shamefully abused
in this country.”

B. F. Shepheard concluded his testi-
mony a few minutes after the resump-
tion of proceedings in the afternoon.
The cross-examination of the witness
hy J. A. Aikman foreshadowed a line
of defence of insanity, as he asked sev-
eral questions in regard to the demean-
or of Babbage. As to the possibility of
the accused getting anything by pawn-
ing the smal] watch charm, Mr. Shep-
heard said he could not get ten cents
on it. There was nothing in the letters
as far as could be seen.

J. Lawrie corroborated the previous
witness as to Babbage fumbling with
a package on the newspaper sorting-
table and told of the finding of several
letters which the accused threw on the
floor.

Geo. F. Frampton, a junior clerk in
the Bank of British North America,
gave evidence as to peosting a small

ckage sent by J. Anderson, the bank
pector, to a Ro&Sland jeweller,

< a messenger in the post

office, had been set to watch Babbage,

who was walking up and down. Dur-

ing a struggle between Babbage and

Laurie the former dropped some let-
ters on the ground near the elevator
and witness picked them up He saw
Babbage jump from the window of the
postmaster’s room to the granolithic
pavement, fifteen feet below. Laurie
and he ran out and Laurie caught Bab-
bage as he was getting on board a car.

D. Sinclair and W. C. Hartwell de-
scribed Babbage throwing away a
bundle of letters from his pocket.

Detective O’Leary stated that the
rrisoner, after being warned, said he
had some papers at his house belonging
to the postoffice department. After
the objection of his lordship mentioned
above, Detective O'Leary said he had
gone to Babbage’s house to a desk de-
scribed, with keys Babbage gave him,
and found 125 letters which had passed
through the post office, of dates of July
25th and July 30th.

Mrs., Bahbage said she had known
her husband’s family from childhood,
when they and her family lived in a
village near Devonport. His mother
was ‘‘queer” for some time before
death and died imsane. A sister of his
father's was known as “Aunt Cracked”
and committed suicide by hanging
while insane., At the coroner’s inquest
it was stated, that the father had cut
his throat while insane. Three years
ago Mr. Babbage had a very severe at-
tack of diphtheria and since then he
had been very morbid and irritable
about the house. He started to do sev-
eral things about the house but finished
nothing, forgeting all about it. Twelve
months ago he had an attack of rheu-
matisin and liver trouble, lasting nine
weeks, and his health had been very
poor. Babbage was a Royal navy pen-
sioner. He worked for eleven years in
the dead letter branch and five years
downstairs,

Thomas Cocker, next door neighbor
to Babbage for some time, thought he
was a ‘“funny’” man and gave some of
his reasons for thinking so.

J. J. Baird told of dealings he had
with Babbage o’ser several years, and
of peculiar actions since June last.

Dr. Frank Hall, in answer to a ques-
tion covering Babbage’s ancestry and
recent history, said the actions cited
were those of a man not all there; they
were insane, irrational acts,

There was some sharp fencing be-
tween the deputy attorney-general and
Dr. Hall, in which honors were about
even.

“We are all insane on certain sub-
jects,” said Dr. Hall.

The address of counsel and the
~summing up of the judge were short,

“and after being out for twenty minutes

he jury returned with a wverdict of
w TH»‘\.‘

MURPER MYSTERY,

llings, Mont.,, Oct. 6.—A murder

tery was disclosed at Persita, fifty
les east of here, when a Burlington
ilroad track walker struck his foot
ito a mass of fresh loose dirt near the
ght-of-way and brought to view the
tstily buried body of an unknown
in. The grave was not eighteen inches
The victim’s head had been
rushed in and the body then had been

vn into the depression and covered
th earth,

deep

. Lever Brothers, Totonto, will send yor
£ 3 cake of their famous Plantol
tet soap, if you mentien this paper.

vk Evn‘,:q D T LT H s A

school has to be expelled.

WILL SUGGEST CHANGE
IN MUNICIPAL LAW

City of Rossland Will Send Pro-
posals to B. C.
Union.

Rossland Oct. 5.—At the last meet-
ing of the city counci] there was con-
siderable debate on the question of
selling that portion of the city park
not needed for cemetery purposes, On
motion of Alderman Gregor, seconded
by Alderman Tees, it was decided to
sell that portion of the city park not
required for a cemetery. Before this
can be done the park debenture hold-
ers will have to be consulted and other
formalities gone through with,

In regard to the'request of the Union
of British Columbia municipalities that
Rossland send a delegation to its forth-
coming meeting and that it also sug-
gest changes in the municipal clauses
aet, which requests were referred to the
finance committee at the previous meet-
ing; Alderman Jones reported on behalf
of the committee that, as far as could
be learned, none of the city officials or
aldermen -desired to attend the conven-
tion at their own expense, and the poor
financialk condition of the city preclud-
ed it from paying the expenses of dele-
gates, He suggested that a committee
be appointed for the purpose of pre-
paring changes for the municipal claus-
es act. The maitter of obtaining a larg-
er grant for Rossland on account of
mining property within the city limits,
which it is prohibited from taxing by
statute, he said, should be presented to
the Union of the British Columbia
municipalities, because the indorsation
of a petition to that effect by that body
would go a long way towards securing
a larger grant, The matter was refer-
red to the finance committee,

DARING ROBBERY
AT REVELSTOKE

Dwelling House Stripped of
' Furniture Valued at
$300.

Revelstoke, Oct. 5.—One of the most
daring robberies perpetrated in the city
took place this week when the furni-
ture and carpets were stolen from the
house recently occupied by W. H. Pratt
and owned by J. E. Taylor, Mr. Pratt
had moved from, and Mr. Gordon, gov-
ernment agent, had leased the house.
which was handsomely furnished. Mr.
Gordon was having the house fixed up
and had not yet moved into it,

Some of the furniture was so bulky
and heavy it could only have been re-
moved by a vehicle, showing the bold-
ness of the thieves. While this is not
the first time an unoccupied house has
been robbed of its furniture in Revel-
stoke, it is the first time in which a
theft of the kind has been eommitted in
such a thorough and daring manner.

The value of the furniture stolen
amounted to $300.

COTTON SPINNERS MEET,

Frankfort, Grmany, Oct. 6.—The in-
ternational conference of cotton spin-
ners, in which both the United States
and Great Britain are strongly repre-
sented, opened here yesterday, The
discussion relates wholly to the ecrisis
in the cotton ang textile trades brought
about through over-production and the
necessity of its limitation by means of
an international agreement as to the
shortening of workingmen’s hours, The
definite proposals will be taken up at
to-day’s session.

The conference adopted a resolution
expressing their pleasure over the news
that the < American cotton spinners
were limiting the hours of work and
the production, and that further limita-
tions in America were in prospect, by
which the crisis will be terminated.
Germany, France, Italy, Austria, Bel-
gium, Portugal and Holland are well
represented.

BRIDGE FORMAN INJURED.

Revelstoke, Oct. 5.—Alex. McGregor,
the well-known C. P. R. bridge fore-
man, was badly injured on Wednesday
afternoon by falling from the roof of
the C.P.R. roundhouse at Revelstoke.
In the fall he had an arm broken and
sustained concussion of the spine which

resulted in paralysis

e st My ety
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CANADIAN TRADE
WITH WEST INDIES

Witnesses Give Evidence Be-
fore Commission Sitting at
Montreal.’ :

Montreal, Oct. 6.—From March to
Séptember, 1908, Holland exported to
the West Indiés 1,561,190 pounds of
oats. During the same period Canada
only exported 239,206 pounds. That all
this trade was diverted from Canada
as a result of advantage in freight
rates from Holland over those from
Canada, by way of Halifax and St
John, was the statement made by R. E.
Calder, of Crooks & Cgq., flour and
grain exporters, before the West In-
dian trade commission yesterday. While
the rates are almost the, same now, Mr.
Calder claimed that it was of no avail,
because the trade had gone. Mr. Calder
also said that because there was con-
tinual fluctuation in the flour market
in Barbadoes, Demerara, and Trini-
dad, there must be quicker cable ser-
vice and more reasonable rates if trade
is to be successfully carried on.

Lord Balfour of Burleigh commented
on the fact that this was the first time
the trade commission had been asked
to compare Canadian rates with those
of European countries.

Mr. Calder thought an increase in
trade could be brought about, first by
preference in the West Indies in favor
of Canadian goods; secondly, by direct
steamship service from Montreal; and
thirdly, by an improved cable service.

Robert Munro, of the Canada Paint
C‘o., said importations from the West
Indies to Canada, now coming mostly
by way of New York, would be suffi-
cient in themselves to warrant a fort-
nightly service between Canada and
the West Indies.

D. W. Campbeil, representing the
Elder Dempster Steamship Company,
said he thought preference would result
in a great increase in trade.

The local sugar refiners are opposed
to the West Indian sugar preference,
complaining that its effect is to tie
their hands and prevent them going
into the world's markets for sugar,
while the West Indies would gobble up
all _the benefit of the preference. They
candidly admitted that what would be
a good thing for the country as a whole
might not be a good thing for the re-
finers, They were also agreed that a
combine existed among the st In-
dian planters, and recognized the in-
cidence of this in the fact that where
once they could get quotations from a
number of brokers they were now com-
pelled to deal with one. Robert Calder
added an interesting touch to his evi-
dence by declaring that the Intercol-
onial railway should have its head of-
fice in Montreal. Its location in Monec-
ton made dealing with the road diffi-
cult.

Hon, Mr., Fielding suggested that
other cities might find such a change
undesirable,; to whiéh Mr, Calder re-
plied that Montreal had a right to the
head office. He also thought the Pick-
ford and Black line to the West Indies
could do more towards meeting the
competition of the New York lines run-
ning to the West Indies. It required
Lketter boats.

PREPARING FOR
DEVELOPMENT WORK

Tunnel is Being Sunk on Claim
Acquired by Coast
Interests.

Nelson, Oct. 5.—The terms of the
bond taken by J. T. Hillis of Vancou-
ver and S. S. Raymond, recently man-
ager of the Crofton smelter, on the
Alma M, minera] claim, eight miles
from Nelson, call for the starting of
work in 30 days, but as a matter of fact
the new owners put men at work last
week. The claim was bonded for $45,-
000. The Alma M. contains a very large
vein of quartz, in a porphory and slate
formation, carrying good gold values,
and the recent owners think the prop-
erty is as valualbe as the Granite and
the Eureka of that caMip., One yrecent
assay went $300 to the ton,

After inspecting the claim, Mr. Hillis]
stated to the News that the preseng de-
velopment comprises a shaft 47 feet
deep, and a drift down lead of 106 feet,
andg various apen cuts, The previous
owners shipped 51 tons, which was raw-
hided out, and 300 tons still remain
on the dump, an arrester having been
worked for a period, Mr. Hillis stated
it would not take long to determine
whether the values were there, and if
they were the development would be
pushed- and machinery installed with-
out delay. A tunnel has been started
which is expected to tap it 100 feet
deed.

INSPECT ROUTE OF
PROPOSED RAILWAY

Chicago & St. Paul Will Prob-
ably Build to Canadian
Border in Spring.

Missoula, Mont., Oct. 6.—Headed by
President A. J, Earling, a party of Chi-
cago, Milwaukee & St, Paul railroad
directors and chief engineer W. J.
Pearson are on their way east after an
inspection trip over the proposed new
route from Bonner, Mont., to the Cana-
dian line, It is understood that the
construction of the line will begin early
in the spring. .

MERCHANT DEAD,

‘Winnipeg, Oct. 6.—Robert A. Snyder,
formerly a well known merchant of St.
Thomas, Ontario, but who had been in
business at Neepawa and Winnipeg for
some years, died at St. Boniface hos+
pital Monday night of pneumonia. His
wife apd twe daughters reside in St.

Tha

MINES BUSY iIN
THE PROVINCE

YEAR’S CLOSING IS
A SATISFACTORY ONE

E. Jacobs Writes of the Situ-
ation in the Nine Months
Just Over.

' An interesting review of the mining
situation in British Columbia is writ-
ten by E. Jacobs, the well-known Vic-
toria writer on mining matters, in Sat-
urday’s Vancouver Provinee. Mr.
Jacobs says:

The third quarter of the year closes
with the mining industry of British
Columbia on the whole in a satisfac-
tory condition. In most of the dis-
tricts that contribute to the annual
mineral production of the " province
there is activity at the mines, and in
some the outlook is more promising
than earlier in the year. Work has
been resumed on severai properties
that had been inoperative for a more
or less lengthy period, and in other in-
stances development work has been
undertaken that will probably even-

;tually result in adding to the number

of producing mines.

Taking the economic minerals sep-
arately, the following comment is
made:

Gold.—While it is yet earty to make
an estimate of the quantity of placer
gold produced this year, the opinion
may be expressed that an increase
over last year's production may not
reasonably be looked for, the gravel-
washing season having been” opened
later than in some years with a re-
sultant comparatively short period of
operation at the more important
placer mines. Then there was the
carrying away of the North Columbia
company’s dam at Surprise lake, in
Atlin .camp, which prevented as large
a recovery of gold as would have been
made had the expected increased
quantity of water been available for
hydraulicking. In Cariboo Mr. John
Hopp, who operates on a larger scale
than any other placer miner in that
district, had a very satisfactory sea-
son, his gold retyrns having been good
for the time worked. The close of
the season was occupied by Mr. Hopp
in making dams and other provision
to secure an enlarged supply of water
for future operations. Mr. H. W.
DuBois of Philadelphia, U. 8. A, let
a contract late in the season for ditch
and flume construction to provide a
water supply for another Cariboo
property. s

Mr. J. B. Hobson spent the season
in the Quesnel forks district, but no
information concerning his operations
has yet been made public. Other placer
miners, both indiwiduals and compan-
ies, worked in Cariboo and Atlin camps
and on a smaller scale in Northeast
Cassiar and East Kootenay. Not much
information was published relative to
the Ingenika field, from. which a good
vield of gold is expected. Dredging for
gold, of which very little has been
done in the province during quite re-
cent years, is to be tried again, the
holders of dredging leases on Fraser
river above Lytton having made ar-
rangements after having prospected
their gold-bearing gravels to install
dredging plant believed to be adapted
to local conditions and capable of be-
ing operated profitably. Before turn-
ing from placer gold mention should
be made of the. fine collection of nug-
gets from Yukon and British Colum-
bia placer fields purchased lately by
the Dominion government and placed
on exhibition at the Alaska-Yukon-
Pacific exposition, Seattle.

The outlook for an increasing pro-
auction of lode gold is considered fa-
vorable, both at mines where. gold is
the chief valuable constituent of the
quartz or other ore, and where it is
associated with copper. The: re-
cently reported sale of the Nickel
Plate group and 40-stamp mill in Hed-
ley camp, Similkameen, is regarded as
indicative, of more activity there,
while at several smaller mines in the
same camp steady progress towards
regular production has been made.
The provision of railway transporta-
tion facilities for this = district will
probably give an impetus to mining
and consequent mineral production to
an appreciably large extent. In Nel-
¢on mining division, which embraces
the gold camps in the near vicinity of
the town of Nelson, and those at
Ymir, Salmo, Sheep creek and Erie,
there has been substantial advance-
ment in lode-gold mining during the
current year, and it is expected that
there will be a steady increase in the
output of gold from this district. Im-
portant developments have recently
taken place at the Queen mine, Sal-
mo, and as well as several of the
Sheep creek properties. Prospecting in
Summit camp, situated between the
Salmo distriet and Kootenay lake, to
the eastward, has given encouraging
results. Another discovery of gold-
quartz in Cariboo district has lately
been reported, but its importance has
yet to be determined.

Silver.—There does not appear to
have been much change in conditions
relative to the production of silver in
the province. Slocan and Ainsworth
mines have continued to contribute to
the total of production, and the 8St.
Eugene at Moyie lake has steadily
maintained its output of this . metal
from its considerable production of
lead-silver. In smaller quantity silver
has come from mines in Nelson divi-
sion: algso from the Lardeau, chiefly
from the Silver Cup group in Fergu-
son camp. Portland canal district
and some claims in the Skeena coun-
try, on which silver-bearing ore has
been found, may be expected to add to
the silver production later, but as yet
they are non-producers. The copper
mines of the Boundary and Rossland
camps, and in much smaller degree
those of the coast district, yield a con-
siderable proportion .of -the annual
output of silver, which occurs in many
of the mines in association with cop-
per and gold. At the Marble Bay
mine, on Texada island, the quantity
of silver found in the coper ore has
become greater as depth "has been
reached, 'the ore at between 800 and

1,000 feet depth averaging higher in
silver than nearer the surface.

Lead.—East and West Xootenay
mines still produce practically all the
lead included in the total mineral
production of British Columbia. The
St. Eugene, in the former district, and
the Blue Bell and Whitewater, in
Ainsworth division of West Kootenay,
are the larger producers. Work has
lately been resumed on the Sullivan
group, in East Kootenay, so that this
property may be expécted to shertly
put out a fairly large quantity of
lead. Other minerals contributing more
or less to the -total lead production
are the Rambler-Cariboo, Richmond-
Eureka and several others in Slocan
district; the Silver Cup at Ferguson,
and the Emerald at Salmo, while lead
is also obtained from concentrates
from mines in Nelson and other divi-
sions,

Copper.—The Boundary is the chief
source of copper in British Colum-
bia, and indeed in Canada. The
mines in that district of the Granby,
British Columbia Copper, and Consoli-
dated Mining and Smelting companies,
respectively, are regular producers on
a ' comparatively large, scale, the
Granby being far in the Jdead, with the
British Columbia Copper Company
next. - The mines of the last-mention-
ed company were idle during several
months of the year, while the Granby
operated with little or mno interrup-
tion. The Consolidated Company
closed its Snowshoe mine for a time
but lately the.output of ore from that
mine has been larger than during
most earlier periods of its history.
Severa] smaller mines in the Boun-
dary have been worked, notably the
Brucer at Midway, which shipped 210
tons of ore to the British Columbia
Copper Company’s smelter at Green-
wood, but on the whole the produc-
tion has been small, The total pro-
duction of ore from all Boundary
mines has been about 1,000,000 tons
for the nine expired months of 1909,
of which approximately 700,000 tons
was from Granby, 200,000 tons from
British Columbia Copper, and 100,000
tons from the Snowshoe. Rossland
mones, with a total production during
the same period of 170,000 to 180,000
tons or ore, has been the only other
large producer of copper this year. Of
the quantity mentioned, nearly 130,000
tons came from the Centre Star group
of mines, owned by the Consolidated
Mining & Smelting Company of Can-
ada, Ltd., while the Le Roi No. 2
mined well on for 40,000 tons, and the
Le Roi between 7,000 and 8,000 tons.
The last-named mine is now at work
again, doing development only, after
a suspension of about six months.
There appears to be a prospect of
Kamloops properties next year adding
to the copper production of the pro-
vince, but during the
their output has not been considera-
ble. 'In the coast district copper min-
ing has been quiet on the whole,
though the outlook for a marked im-
provement is considered encouraging.
The chief exception to the general
non-productiveness was Texada island,
where the Marble Bay mine in partic-
ular made an excellent showing, hav-
ing developed a wvaluable deposit of
bornite ore down to nearly 1,000 feet
depth.

The Tyeeé Copper Company, operating
the Indian Chief group, at Sidney inlet,
west coast of Vancouver Island, for a
time, and shipped a quantity of ore
of good grade to its smelter at Lady-
smith. Oueside of this though, copper
mining on Vancouver Island has been
of little importance for some time past.
The smeltery at Crofton has been idle
for many months, production at the
{Britannia mine, on Howe Sound, from
which it obtained its chief supply of
ore in recent years, having been very
much reduced, and the smaller quan-
tity of ore and concentrate having
been sent to Ladysmith for reduction.
The Swayne group, in Lynn creek
camp, near Vancouver, has been stead-
ily developed, latterly by the Tyee Cop-
per Company. While the supply of lo-
cal ores has been small this year, that
from southeast Alaska has been con-
siderable, and from that source Rhas
come most of the 45,000 tons smelted by
the Tyee Copper Company at Lady-
smith during the twelve months to
August 31st last. Prospects appear
good for a substantial production of
copper ore from properties on Moresby
island of the Queen Charlotte group. It
is stated that the Ikeda mine, operated
successfully by the Awaya-Ikeda com-
pany, of Vancouver, is under option to
Scottish capitalists, Incidentally it
may be mentioned that Vancouver men
are giving attention to copper proper-
ties on Texada island, with a fair
chance of success. The completion of
a railway into the Similkameen coun-
try may bring about a decided im-
provement as regards copper mining in
that district, lack of economic trans-
portation having heretofore prevented
the development of the industry there.

Zinc., — Despite the higher tariff
charges on zinc going to the TUnited
States, there has been a larger quan-
tity of zinc ores and concentrates ship-
ped from Slocan and Ainsworth mines
to the States during the current ' year
than in the corresponding period of
1908. Most of this has been from the
Lucky Jim mine, in eastern Slocan.
Other producers of zinc have been. the
Blue Bell and Whitewater group, in
Ainsworth division, the Ruth at San-
don, Slocan and several smaller mines.

Iron.—There has been : no recent
production of iron in British Columbia.
From time to time somewhat glowing
accounts of the occurrence of iron ore
in large quantities on Vancouver Isl-
and in particular, have been publish-
ed, but these have geénerally been in-
definite and not supported in import-
ant detail by well-known and compe-
tent iron mining men. The prelimin-
ary report of Einar Lindeman, a Swe-
dish iron ore expert employed by the
Dominion government to ascertain lo-
cal conditions relative tg<the occur-
rence of iron ores; their manufacture
and sale of the product, is the' only
published official information of com-
paratively late date available for re-
ference. As a matter of fact there
has as yet been comparatively Ilittle
development of the iron ore deposits,
so the permanence or otherwise of the
supply remains, under . these circum-
stances, undetermined. Meanwhile,
though, there is good reason to think
that genuine efforts are being made
to establish on the coast of British
Columbia a plant for the manufacture
on & commercial basis of iron from
locel ores., Whether this desirable ob-
ject can be accomplished remains to
be seen, but if it be brought about it

will not. be as a result of existing

extensive development of the ore de-
posits, since on Vancouver Island they

i
i

current year;

are still largely undeveloped.” Better
conditions obtain, though, at the Iron
Mine, Texada island, wheré there has
been considerable development and a
fair amount of ore production.

Coal.—Coal mining - opsrations in
British Columbia have been ~during
1908 and 1909, and are still being ex-
tended, both on the mainland and on
the coast. In the Crow’s Nest Pass re-
gion both the Crow’s Nest Pass Coal
Company and the Hosmer Mines, Ltd.,
are maintaining a large output and
the Corbin colliery, in‘ the same dis-
trict, is steadily increasing its produc-
tion. The extensive coal seams of the
upper Elk river are awaiting the con-
struction of a railway to admit of their
shipping coal, of which there is a
large tonnage available,r and that of
excellent quality. In Nicola vailey the
mines of the Nicola Valley Coal and
Coke Company, of Vancouver, are
again producing, labor difficulties hav-
ing been arranged. Other companies
operating in the same district are pre-
paring for regular production. The
promised early completion of a rail-
way (o Princéton, Similkameen, has
encouraged the Vermillion Forks Min-
ing & Development Company to ar-
range for additional equipment for its
coal mine in that neighborhood, so
as to be able to soon ship coal con-
tinuously. On Vancouver Island both
the old established companies, the
Wellington Colliery Company and the
Western Fuzl Company, have produc-
ed much coal this year, while the
South Wellington Coal Mining Com-
pany has built a railway to tidewater
and constructed coal bunkers and
other shipping facilities, which have
allowed of its entering the market for
the sale of its coal. Two or three im-
portant coal land deals for Vancouver
Island properties, have /lately been
made, and it is expected that the open-
ing of other coal mines will eventually
be the outcome of these,

VOTE ON NANAIMO
SEWERAGE BY-LAW

City Council Dcides to Abide
" by Returning Officer’s
Decision.

Nanaimo, Oct. 5—At last night’s
meeting of the tity council, Ald. Shaw
brought up the question of the return-
ing officer’s decision imyreference to the
vote on the sewerage by-law. Ald.
Shaw stated he had during the week
consulted several local lawyers on the
subject and they were unanimous in
the opinion that the by-law had legally
carried. Their opinion was that there
was a great distinction between a re-
jected and a spoiled ballot and if the
rejected ballots were taken off the total
the vote in favor of the by-law was
sufficient to have it legally carried. He
would move the matter be referred
back to the returning officer for a re-
count and to get legal advice on the
question of the rejected ballots.

Ald. Shepherd stated he would only
be too pleased to second Ald. Shaw’s
motion; but he did not think the return-
ing officer could change his decision
dnd the only thing to do was to ask for
a recount from a county court judge.

Mayor Hodgson expressed the opinion
that the returning officer could not alter
his decision,

Ald. Shaw did not think the council
had the power to appeal from the re-
turning officer’s decision -although a
private citizen might do so, It was his
intention to move in the matter for he
was convinced in his own mind that
the bylaw had legally carried.

Mayor Hodgson remarked it was a
peculiar situation but on account of the
small vote cast he felt like letting the
matter go until a full vote of the elect-
orate could be secured, -

Ald. Booth remarked he would like
to have seen the by-law carried but he
did not like to take advantage of a
technicality. The testing of the sewer-
age by-law might open the way for
some future time. He had found a
strong feeling throughout the city in
favor of testing the sewerage by-law
decision and he would second Ald.
Shaw’s motion.

Ald. Planta thought there was some-
thing in the municipal clauses act, cov-
ering the question under discussion and
he doubted very much if a recount
could be asked for at this late day. On
account of the small vote he did not
like appealing against the decision.
Should the returning officer change his
decision he thought the city might
have some trouble in selling the de-
bentures, and some of the ratepayers
feel like appealing against the decision.
might also get out an injunction against
the city.

Ald, Shaw’s Motion was then put to
_the vote and defeated,

COUNT TOLSTOI'S CONDITION.

St. Petersburg, Oct. 6.—The health of
Count Leo Tolstol is again causing ap-
prehension. He fainted twice after his
return to Yasnaya, Polyima, from his
trip to Moscow., It was the first time
he had been there in severa] years, One
fainting fit lasted ten minutes. The
physician who is the count’s constant
companion succeeded in restoring him
to consciousness, The aged author
after several hours' rest was able to
undertake a short promenade.

DWELLING HOUSE DESTROYED.

New Westminster, Oct. 5.—Fire de-
stroyed the residence of Robert Cur-
new at the corner of Seventeenth street
and Seventh avenue, The cause is be-
lieved to be incendiary. Mr. and Mrs.
Curnew have recently taken up their
home at the Central hotel, ' and have
been visiting the house daily,

The house was valued at $3,000, and
all the furniture is also lost, The own-
er carried $2,500 insurance on house and
Furniture, so that his absolute loss, he
estimates, will be over $1,000.

PURCHASE SAWMILL.,

New Westminster, Oct. 5.—Messrs, J.
¢ Campbell, of Vancouver and J, C.
Laidlaw, of this city, have purchased
the sawmill of R. McAllister & Sons,
on the Scott road, 8ix miles south from
New Westminster, for a price in the
neighborhood of $15,000, About a square
mile of timber limits, including eleven
million feet of standing timber go with
the mill. The sawmill has a capacity of
120,000 feet of lumber daily,

600D WATER

" PRESSURE NOW

CHIEF DAVIS IS
WELL SATISFiLe

Says Department is Well Fixed
to Fight Fires—Hose
Tower Ordered.

At a meeting of the fire wardens held
Tuesday Chief Davis made an im-
portant announcement in reterence to
the improved water pressure in the
city mains. He had recently made a
number of tests and found that the
higher pressure was distinctly notice-
able and of incalculable value for fire-
fighting purposes. At some points
where previously only five pounds had
been available, a pressure of from 35 to
50 can now be depended upon. At cer-
tain points in the city new hydrants
are necessary and the chief” will sub-
mit a report on this point to Monday
evening’s meeting of the city council

Chief Davis also urged at Tuesday’s
meeting that a hose tower be erected
at the headquarters’ station at an esti-
mated cost of $600, pointing out that
at present there are no facilities for the
proper drying of hose. The board de-
cided to recommend to the council the
erection of the tower. The funds for
this will be taken from the appropria-
tion made for the purpose of improve-
ments at the Victoria West station, the
chief explaining that the latter sta-
tion could be made to do until next
yvear with its present facilities.

The chief’s report on the fire record
for the month was read as follows:

Box alarms, 6.

Telephone alarms, 11.

Alarms outside city limits, 1,

Loss on buildings, $10,025.

Insurance on buildings, $11,000.

Loss on contents, $15,200.

Insurance on contents, $12,500.

Number of feet of hose laid, 4,600.

Number of gallons chemical used, 320.

Buildings inspected, 14.

Notices served, 27.

Permits granted, 54.

I regret to report the heavy fire loss
for the month, the heaviest loss occur-
ing at Smith’s fire on Niagara street
on the morning of the 26th, and owing
to the delay in sending in the alarm,
and the construction of the building,
it made it impessible to do anything
else than save the buildings adjoining,
which was done.

I would recommend that you take
the balance of the appropriation for
the rent of hydrants in Victoria West,
owing to the fact that the Esquimalt
Water Works Company cannot supply
the pipe for laying the mains - until
next year, and transfer it to the credit
of new hydrants as there are districts
that are in need of hydrants, I would
also recommend that the old combina-
tion hose and chemical wagon at
present in use at No, 2 Yates street be
rebuilt and painted, and put into ser-
vice at headquarters to take the place
of the present one which is worn out.

I Intend, as soon as the headquarters
hall is repaired, which work is now go-
ing on, to place the new Waterous en-
gine into service with a three horse
hitch, and have same connected up to
a floor heater carrying at all times fif-
teen pounds of steam, so that if it is
necessary to use the engine in the
centre of the congested district there
would be no delay in raising steam, All
of our new apparatus will be late in
arriving on account of the manufac-
turers of the wheels being unable to
turn them out fast enough owing to
the demand for them.

I wish to report that I have tested
the new Waterous engine as to its
pumping capacity in the presence of
the representative ' of that company.
The test took place from the tank at
the corner of North Park and Quadra
streets. 'The capacity of the tank is
16,743 Imperial gallons. By taking the
time and measur&nent for three min-
utes the engine l@wered: the tank 18%
inches, therefore pumping 2,176 gallons
and a fraction over, for the three min-
utes, or in other words 725 Imperial
gallons per minute. I recommend that
the engine be accepted.

This report was adopted.

The chief intimated that the mem-
bers of the fire brigade will be ‘at
home’’ to the mayor, aldermen ang eiti-
zens at the headquarters' station on
Thursday evening of next week. The
members of the brigade are making
elaborate preparations for the occasion.

TERRIBLE DISASTER IN
MINE AT EXTENSION

(Continued from page 2.)

shutting off that section of the mine.
Those nearer the main entrance escap-
ed, but twenty men in the inner work-
ings of the slope were cut off from all
escape.

As far as can be learned there is no
outlet from the upper end of the slope
to any of the other workings, and the
miners must remain imprisoned until
relief comes from the outer side.

A strong force is at work doing all
that can be done to get into the prison
:created. The relief party report the
afterdamp as being exceedingly heavy.

The overman in charge of the slope
is Alex Shaw, an old employee of the
company. Nothing has been Ilearned
here yet as to who are included in the
party of twenty in the mine.

No fire exists in the mine which ren-
ders the work of the relief parties
much simpler,

U. S. MINISTER TO CHINA,

Washington, D. C., Oct. 6.—It was of=-
ficially stated yvesterday at the state de«
partment that Chas. R. Crane, who re-
cently was'appolnted minister to China,
by President Taft, was recalled to
Washington for the purpose of in-
structing him as to affairs to date be-
tween China and the United States be-
fore he takes his post in China. Crane
had completed his preparations for sail-
ing when the telegram recalling him
was received. He made all arrange-
ments to sail on the Mongolia which
left San Francisco yesterday,




