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TELLS OF PLANS SUGGESTED

P M Draper, secretary treasurer [ setiling

of' the Trades and labor Congress
of Canada, who left’ Canada with
Bir Pobert Borden last November
£
Just arrived home from Paris where,
he_says,. the affairs of the Labor
World., after occupying a very im-

portant place in the Peace Confer- |

have been prac-
“There has been

ence programme,
tieally completed

o great deiay In the. proceedings of
§ the Conference,” Mr. Draper re-
Yorts, “some but not all of which

has been unavdidable. More sys-

which Sir Robert Borden continuaj
ly advocated would have produced
_more satisfactory resulls, and
" Jess time. The

the Peace Conference from the very

first; and at last were obiliged to

Apportion their work to committees,

something which they should have

done ai the beginning.

“My trip abroad,” continued Mr
Draper, “has had a two-fold inter-
oat,
iabor man whoa has been following
the tremendous developments in
England as well as in. Paris during

* the pas’ two or three months. First,
there has been the work -done at

Parig by the Commission on Inter-

national Labor Legisiation which

has just completed
on the draft convention for the pro-
motion of International legisiation
on labor conditions. The fruilts of
this work at Parle will not be fully
appreciated for some time yet. They
really give more promise of making
effective the proposed League of

Nationsg than anything eise thay has
developed #0 far out of the whole
Peace Conference. Then, the second
aspect of my visit to Kurope—the
one which 1 regard as equally im-
portant with that afforded at Paris
~=has been the momentous occa-
aslon of labor uprising in the United

Kingdoni.. And one who stays in
. England for any length of time these
days must come to /the conclusion
that the Old Motherland is passing
tarough one “of the most critical
periods of her whole career; and it
% a period which will culminate in
the establishment of a new soclal
. and economic order for the work-

peopls of the Britigh Isles.”

“Pirst, however, let me say some-
thing about the Important docu-
ment which has just been com-

by the International Com-

‘mission on Labor Legislation at
_ Paris. This document is the sequel
10 the draft covenant of the League
which President Wilson
the world & few weeks ago,

' oV el
1 :

o snalats
articles, and the Com-
used as the basis of its

proj _ submitted by
the British delegates, in_which very
wlight alterations have been made.

P‘ Commission was made up of |

wo men from each of the five Wiy |
nations at the Peace Conference, |

Great Britain, United States, France,

Italy and Japcm, an’ a combined

representation of five men from the

remalining smaller nations, The
first meeting of the Commission on

February 1st in Paris, saw the fol-

Jowihg men assembled, Hon. G. N.

Barnes and Sir Malcolm Delevinge,

for the PBritish Empire; Samuel

Gompers and Mr. Hurley, for the

United States; M. Colllard and M,

Louchour, for France; Baron Mayor

des Planches and M. Cabrini, for

Italy; M. Otchial and M, Oka, for

Japan; M. Vandervelde and M. Ma-

haim, of Belgium; M. Benes of Cze-

cho-Slovakia; M. Zoltowski, of Po-

. the

to attend tha Peace Conference, has !

tematic and businesa-like methods |

in!
self-constituted |
Council of Ten wasted the time of |

as might be expecied by any |

its discussions |

bigger international prob-

lems, in the League of Natlons cov- |
ena A cemmission of enquiry
be appeinted, ' copsisting of

| ee persons, n from the em-
ployer class, one from the working
yple, and one Independent per- |

The report of this commission
before the states concerned,
oh are given one month in which
to agree. with, or ob} to
recommendations mad

|

the matter further to an.interna-
tional court, whose decision would
| be final. It js also proposed to give |
the dominions and Indla represen- |
tation as Independent states, and
{ that- all fresh a rents -to the !
League of Nations may-’ become
members of the ternatibnal Labor

| Conference.”

Mr Dr"p.‘r has nothing to® say
about the Trade Union and Social-
it Conference which was held at
Berne Mr. Gustave Francq, he
sald, had repredented Canada at

t

doubtiess he

hat co rence, and
sulc ave something to say about

t to the people at home, if he had

not already done so.

“Immediately after my arrival in

London,” Mr. Draper continued,

dom, and especially such conditions

as might seem helpful in eolving
| labor -problems in Canada I met
{ the leaders of the lat organiza-

| tions in Britain, and had the privi-
| lege of conferring with them from |
time to time. We discussed the
establishment of an integpational

organization in connection Wwith the

League of Nations, and these pre-
| Hmina discussions in London did
| & great deal towards preparing the
way to:the adoption of the draft
{ econwention which I have just been
| referring to. The Canadian Mission
}in London were very busy during

Decembér and early January

Meetings of the Ministers with Mr.
Lioyd Harris and Sir George Perl
and Bir Edward Kemp, were hel¢
once or twice esach week, and
took part In the ‘deliberitions at
these meetings. We disciissed such
questions fs the marketing of Cana-
dian food 'and -manufactured pro-
ducts, the release of Canadian ship-
ping. the .improvement of ‘transpor-
tation facilities and cable and tele-
graphic communications, the
moval of restrictions on trade,
demobilization of the Canadian army
corps. The Ministers were called
almost daily to meetings of the Im-
perial War Council
sistentfy such co-operation and as-
sistance from the other members of
the Canadian Mission, as [ desired.

“After our arrival in France | at.
tended with S!r Robert Borden the
first meeting of the British Commit-
tee appointed to place the proposals
for’ the provement of labor condi-
tions befors the Peace Cont:nnn.

the |
or to refer |

“1 |
commencefl to make a study of la--|
bor conditions in the United King- |

I received con- |
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Edueation Dispels the Foes of Labor—Prejudice, Violence and Fear.
4 —After Release in N. Y. World.

o ot i i

|
|

beginning to break. Just as the

| ls
demoeratization

tie thye grievances of labor, The

of Lioyd George

s

beginni
| workers

| the coal indusiry

The Government and man; ©os
3 X
claim (0 be quite c;nen-n‘ilnded on the question of’nationalizsation of easeme

tial p

of Great Briiain, and the proposals

se

dominalicn.
and ot er quesiions on the basls of
jepresentatives of labor, but the o0
Joint audit.
difference of proceeds afier paying

1

ohpita
1greed proportions,

| contagious among all the workers.

“THE PEACEFUL-REVOLUTION OF .
INDUSTRY IN GREAT BRITAIN

Britaln. is struggling In the throes of industria] unrest; but the lght -
te win:the war, they
~who comes, by t
to fin¥ jta way to the sense of right, reason, and justice of Jhe
As annouynced in this issue. a great advance has been made In
The capitalistic heart and outlook are being changed.
bJe services. The coal owners include the (r:f«
Ives mark ah unprecedented departurge from
Not alone do they enterta
The actual aggregate costs and average seiling price and the

4 to be divided between the Jabor, management and capital In

It 18 elaimed this plan will give the workmen strong Inducements 18
increase the output and inject a real spirit of partnership which will be

sharing schemes are being voluntarily put in forde.

big corporations bhad to submit
are now being democratined 1o
common senee, democtacy and lopd
Ke way, from the cobbler shop——is

al owners. ARd raliway directorates

ifi'ndci proprietors
they-are now TiEkdssing among theme =
the former capitalistie

of wages, hours,
frank continuous discussion with the
be submitted to &,

n the settlement

iliery books wiil

the mindmum rate of interest on the

In many other indastries the profite

|

UNITED STATES WILL SPEND $
|  TO ELEVATE LABOR
|| An Educational Movement That Canada Mlghl Vidl?

sider.

26,000,000 |

{

| The great modern labor policy of
| “BEducation Rathér Than Agitation"”
to b# carried out on a gi-
the United States
26,000,000 wiil
from American La-
literacy.

is about
I'gantic scale by
| Government; be

spent to remove

Iku)r its greatest menace-—
| The story of this great educational
i briefly.—sketched—by
{ Franklin K. Lane, the Canadian-
| born Secretary of .the Interior for
| fre United States. Mr. Lane touch-
|
|

| campaign is

| ed on this topic while dealing with
{the Smith-Bankhead Americaniza-
{ tion Bill, now before Congress,
which is a meaaure for specdily
la'amp!nl out llliteracy in America
;durm( the mnext few years
| "We don't want American Labor
{to become docile,” says Mr. Lane,
| “for docllity ls not a virtue In Ani-
| erican eyes. The great menace to
‘Am-:r&(‘:l is llilteracy-—and discon-
tent plus ignorance breeds dils-
order™

The new Illiteracy BIill
through a joint arrangemeny: be-
tween the Federal Government and
the various States, for the education

Hon. Q. s P . over

/

. Y

41 It B it

Thomas, Her
ning, werman and Shirkie
proposals coneidered there were |
later adopted with "slight modifica-
tions, and included In the draft con~’
vention. I am of the opinion thnl:
it thess proposals meet the comld-i
eration they deserve and are em-|
bodied in the form of International
treatics a great step forward will be

Messrs.

|
taken in effécting a lasting remedy |

for those ills of injustice and hard-|
ship which now prevall ig the in-|
dustrial world. ~In Paris, as in Lon- |

|
don, the members of the Canadian |
delegation were provided with nu.l-l

able offices in which a regular rou~f
tine of dally work was carried on

Continual negotiations were oc-|
curring with representatives of |
France, Belgium, Serbla, Roumania
and Greece, relative to matters of
trade and commerce. In all these

matters, I was consulted from time

Jand, and M. Martinez, of Cuba, for
the smaller nations, The selection |
of S8am Gompers as president of the |
Commission was unanimous. Dur-
ing February, this Commission held
about twenty meetings, and finally
jssued the draft convention which
is now before the Peace Conference.
In this convention, the Commission
enunciates soms truths which are
obvious, but which the world is for
the first time making a serious ef
fort to face.. The prosperity and
contentment of all classes through-
out the world are the natural basis
of lasting peace, both Internally and
externally, and in “rder to ensure
the amelloratioh ot the lot of labor,
the regulation of hours of work,
provision for unemployment, the
establishment of a living wage, pro-
tection of foreigm labor, Rnd recog-
nitlon of the prineiple of freedom
of association are envisaged.

“The draft proposals fall under
three headings -organization, pro
eedure and general preseriptions
It Is- suggested that a. permanent;
organization should be formed. This
should consist of a general confer-
ence representing the Powers and
an International Labor Office, un-
der control of a governipg body of
twenty, or thirty members. The
general conference is to meet once
a year. It will be composed of
three representatives of ‘each of the
contracting parties,—one of the del-

}
i
!
i
|

egates « representing  the " Govern-
ment, and the other two, the em-r
ployers, and workpeople of each|

te. The conference wil meet In |
the capital of the League of Na-|

" tions. The RBelgians aifeady have

put in a strong claim for Brussels
in this connection. and, as general
¢ opinion seems strongly to favor

s the eapital of the

o of Nations, thelr desires will |
Hkely be met. The International |

. Labo? OfMce would also have its|

. Seat In that eity. This office would |
be under the control of a director, |
Whose duty it would be to gather
and disseminate all - information
bearing . upon labor questions.
Among ita useful duties will be the
Publication of periodicals In French
and English dealing with all inter-
national industrisl questions. The

) expense of this office and meetings
of the governing body will be borne
out of the general funds of the
League of Nations.

. “Machinery for submitting pro-
posaln and for settling disputes_is
provided for in the draft conven-
tion. The powere represeated at the
conference are given one year In
which to announce formal ratifica-
tion,' and they will be expected to
take,. at_once, All necessary steps to
Put new agreements into force. The
po will be d to make an
annual report as to the effect they
have given to the decisions of the
International Labor' Conference. A
provision has been made , dealing
with disagreemients arising out of
~alleged mom-observance of interna-
tional  labor legistation. 1In this

{ torgotten or cast as

|e

to time and had frequent confer-
ences not only with the Min
but also with Dr. Robertson,
Harria, Norman
others.™

Speaking more particularly of
conditions In the British TIsles, Mr.
Draper sald From my observa-
tions, based upon close Investigsa-
tion and gleaped from many con-
ferences with officials of trade

unions and others while In London,
I belleve the time has arrived when
A new #pirit ard new operative aye-

tem j& about to be introduced into
the whole Industrial life of Great
Britain. - It I8, In my opinion, & mis-
taken idea to attribute the present
unrest to what is called ‘the strain
of war’ upon the national nerve

The unrest wae acute and menacing
before the war. In 1913 when [ last

visited - Great Britain thers were
1.500 girikes in comparison with 500
odd strikes In 1910 There is no|

question In my mind that the whole|
of the working classes of Brluin’
have been slirred and aroused by|
the promise of better (hings, eo0
reely given during the period of lhe'
war. They are now. fearful lest un-|
der the pressure of greatly increased |
production, rendered necessary bv|
the war, the hopes and desires of a
better industrial England should be
ide. One-of the
reasons why afrikes are proposed
and organized on such a gigantic
soale is that the workers may give
'orceful notice to. the whole com-
munity that no pressure of produo-
lon shall be allowed to nput aside
the clalms, not here and here for
higher wages and shorter haturs but
for a better and much brighter Eng-
land. k

“I do not think there is any inten-
tion or desire in any responsibie sec-
tion of British trade unlonism or
workpeople—aven the most extreme
—1o imitate Russian or European
Bolshevism, but I do think there fs
& great common emotion. In the
minds of the working classes, not
only in England, but the world over,
leading them to think and say to one
another that “the hour has struck™
when a definite and united move-
ment must be made toward the re-
construction of the whole basis of
national iife. These people are re-

solved that- they Il ngt return to
pre-w ustrial conditions.  The
hum element {n industry must

be emipliasized In this twentieth cen-
tury. The human aspiration is be-
hind all the present economic and
industrial unrest in land, Work-
men are asking that thels position in
industry shall be comparable to their
position of responsibility and trust,
afforded them In the citizenship of
the country. Industry must no long-
or reflect autocracy, but morg close-
1y reflect & acy and co-op

tion with ail the risks and imperfec-
tidns. The misunderstandings exist.
ing between labor and capital { whose
re tal seem to Haye been
living In two separate worlds) must
be removed, not by propaganda dut
by responsidllity and experiénce in-

maiter the lines followed are much
the same a8 those 1aid down In con-

v

duced through a closer association of
employers with employes In both the
x -aocs e M By

| any street trade or In public places

QUEBEC LABORITES GETTING
RESULTS

The Quebec Government is pay-
ing some attention to organized
labor, Earnestness is the hand
maiden of industry, and the step
whereby a certaln measu.e of com-
pulsory education is proposed for
industrial centres is very striking
and important. The law says that
all children must be able to read
and write, and certificate must be
suppllied to school
children employed are not llliter-
ate, All boys and girls under 1§
years of age are prohibited from
selling newspapers or carrying on

unless they can read ad  write
freely and well. Then they cannot
ply these trades after 8 p.m. Boys
and girls who attend night schools,
and - who gzealpusly follow their

studies, may be allowed to work
under the authority of the in-
spector, This bill is before the
House now, and is the work of the
Minister of Labor, Hon. L. A.
raschereau.

Another bill brought forward by
Mr. Taschereau is that a commis-
sion will be chosen to fix the min-
imum wage for women in all in-
Adustries. The minimum wage will
be binding upon employers, and
there is a penalty for those who
fall to comply with the decision
of the commission. The commis-™
sion will recelve no remuneration,
but will act under the direction of
‘he Minister o* Labor, and will
have jurisdiction over all indus-
trial establishments in the province,
Special rullngs will be made for
girls under 18 years of age, and
the meéthod of Inquiry Is reported
to be very rigid and exacting and
the violation egually hard. The
Montréal Teades and Labor Coun-
eil and the Montreal Labor World
have striven hard for this legisla-

tion.
TORONTO DOMESTICS
ORGANIZE

The Initial steps have been taken
to form a domestie workers’ union
along regular labor union lmnes, at
& meeting in the Labor Temple held
under the auspices of the Women's
Labor League, and attended by
more than 100 pariormalds, cooks,
housemaids, and ladies’ maids.

The domestics want an eight-
heour working day, whether the~do-
mestic “lives in” or “lives out™
with a minimum wage of $15 pef
week for domesties “living -out”
ard a minimum of -§30 per month
for thoss “living in " extra pay for
overtime, and all wages to be paid
weekly.

There will also be clauses in-
troduced covering afterrioons  and
nights off.,. the entertainment of
friends, living accommodation and
sani provisions to be made for
dom s “living In"

ONTARIO MOULDERS AFTER
8-HOUR DAY

Hefore very long the moulders and
coremakers of Ontario, members o
the L M. U. of N. A, will bs hot foot
after an sight-hour day, with four
hours on Saturday. Never in the
history of the moulders has the time
been more ripe. . The estion was
discussed in Toronto at the recently
held annual meeting of the Ontarie
Conference Joard, the large repre-
sentation of delegntes being favor-
ably inclined. The question will now

inspectors that |

f| dred .delegntes from all over the Do-

{TORONTO OPINIONS ON THE
FORD PROPOSAL

The plan of Henry Ford to intro-
| duce a six-hour day“at the Dear-
borne tractor plant, was discussed
at the Labor Temple today. KEvery-
one was of the opinion that the trend
of the times was to shorten the
hours of labor, even as far as Ford's
six-hour suggestion, but there was
no acclaim of Ford's plan as the
absolutely right one. The first thing
most of the labor men said, was that
it- might be well to ebtain eight-
hour day for all labor before a
further reduction in the hours was
made.

James Simpson stated that the
six-hour day was what Lord Lever-
huime had been advocating in Eng-
land for many years, but he person-
ally thought that the S-day week, 8
hours a day was more practicable,
as the worker then had a whole day
for himseif. ‘

“When I was in Auckland, N.Z
he said, “three factories of the larg-
est eompany there tried the 5-day
week, and at a referendum the em-
ployée voted etrongly in favor of ite
continuance.

“I do not think we need fear the
competition of sweated labor 1n
Russia or Germany, for, in my opin-
ion, in a few years labor cogditions
will be o good In those countries
that it will keep us moving to equal
them here.”

John Cottam, of the Brotherhood
of Carpenters and Joiners, thought
the six-hour day a good idea and
was pleased to think it was beiag
considered. “It must be wanted or it
wouid not be tried.” he sald.

John Doggett, of the Bullding
Trades, said: “It is a pecnliar aitua.
tith as we have not introduced the
eight-hour day yet. Any such scheme
should de world-wide that all labor
may be on an equal footing.™

“We haven't an eight-hour day
yet,” maid J. Hopkins, “The first
thing e to get an eight-hour, five-
day week univarsall If however,
there Is not enough work to goO
round the .six-hour day Is the only
square thing to do, and it is bound
to come oultung.“

.
9

The organization of clvil servants
in the Dominion will take a refer-

a on the question of affiliation
with organized labor next- week so
that thelr
Civil ‘Service

representatives at the
Federation cinwention

8ervy
in favor of the afliation
been strongly advocated by officers
of the Federation. Accordingly the
referendum will be taken of Gov-
ernment employes.

Thanka to the cou of the
Great War Veterans' Association the
annual convention of the Civil Ser-
vice Federation, will be held In the
hall of the Cartier gtreet clubrooms,
Ottawa. Between one and two hun-

minion will attend, and the gallers

ies of -the hall ‘will be opéned to
the pablic.

VANCOUVER STEAM ENGI-
" NEERS FOR ONE UNION

Local €20, Steami Engineers, of

he taken up by loeal wnlons from !

CONVENTION OF DOMINION 13

MANITOBA LABOR LEGISLA-
TION

Second reading was given the bill
respectii®’ industrial conditions in
the Legislature, on the motion of
Premier Norris, with the general ap-
proval of the House, which has as
its objecét the prevention of disputes
by having conditions investigated by
a4 board with legislative authority
The board, which will consist of five
members, two to be appointed by the
employers and two by the workers
with a chairman appointed by the
Provincial Government, will, in addi-
tion to having power to Inquire into
working conditions and rates of pay,
investigate questions of housing and
cost of living; in faet, everything
that enters into the difficuities be-
tween capital and labor. It will be
empowergd also to investigate ex.
cessive profits by reason of unfalr
rates of wages.

It will not, the Preraier pointed
out, take away from the labor ar-
ganizations the liberty of striking,
but it will endeavor to so disciose
conditions by compulsory investiga-
tion that a resort to such a method
of settling wage disputes will be
prevented “ag far as it is humanly
possible to prevent it."” as the Prem-
ler put it

QUEBEC COMPENSATION. ACT
AMENDED

For years past, the Trades aad
Labor Congress of Canada through
their Quebec delegates have gone
afier-the Quebec Leglelature regard-
ing the imperfections of the Work-
man's ' Compensation Act of the
province. In comparison with all
the other provinces of the Domin-
lon, Quebec seemed to show up the
worst as far as benefits by compen-
sation through employers to work-
ers was concerned. Hon. Mf. Tas-
chereau has-made a small amend-
ment to the Act which will be ap-
preciated. It is to this effect. At
present the jaw states that the
father of a son killed In a factory
may sue, uynder the act, only whes
such son was the sole suppdrt. This
will be changed to _allow of action
under the Act, when the #on le chisf.
pport. §
A great deal of lmvr‘ovlﬂl:lﬂ is
necessary in the Act, and It con-
fidently expected many changes as
outlined by the Trades and Labor
Coungll of Montreal will be accomp-
1ishéd, before long. "

KINGSTON FIREMEN GET

The City Council apparently does
not figure on the cost of living drop-
ping much here this year, as bonuses
are to be givem the fire chief and
other members of the fire depart-
ment,

The local boys are to get bidy and
see to the firemen joining up with
the new International, which will
take care of bonuses, increased wages
and conditions generaily.

WESTERN PROVINCIAL
" CONFERENCE

\

An Important inter-provineia’
conyention of labor will be . heid
next month in Calgary, at which
representa! S w be  present
from Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Al-
berla, n‘hzﬂuil Colgmbia, It is

and that Tee justices of peacs Alex

Baskatoon, would be protectad The
justices of the peace named senienc.

Very satisfactory
presented at the 14th annual meet-
ing of the Toronto Labor Temple
Company, held at the bullding on
Saturday night. Despite  war condi-
tions, the operations for the past
year were exceedingly good, and af-
ter paying a dividend of five per
cent. on the share capital, a balanc
of $2,241.77 was carried forwaré
The gross receipts for the year were
$12,736.56, and the disbursements
$9.624.94, exclusive of dividends,
which amounted to $869.85. The
revenue for the year was nearly
$1,000 in excess of the previous 12
montha, The balance sheet “also
showed a surplus of $31.568.72 over
all labilities, while placing the value
of the land and building at $36,350
only.

There was a brief discussion as to
the advisabillty of erecting a new
and larger bullding to provide ac-
commodation for all branches of or-
ganized labor, but aétion was de-
ferred.

The following were elected direc-
tors: Messrs. D.' A. Carey, Joseph
Gibbons, James Simpson, Thomas
Dulan, 'W. Varley, J. Vick, W. Hagen,
J. Bamber, J. McFadyen, James
Ralph, W. J. Storey, J. Watt, A. B
Thompson, A. Conn and John Suth-
erland,

DEPORT ADVOCATES OF
ANARCHY , .

WASHINGTON, Feb, 17.— Allens
found advocating - destruction of
property or overthrow of the Gov-
ernment by force will be deported
sccording to a Washington despatch
under the provisions of the Imml-
gration Act of February 5, 1917,
This announcement was.made to-
day by Secretary of Labor Wilson,
in a letter gharply duking Micro-
meter Lodge $60, InteFtiational As-
sociation of Machinists, of Brook-
lyn, for protesting agalnst the
deportation of 58 “Allen Radicals.”
The Secretary denled that the aliens
were being deported without. dus
process of law, and asserted that
they had been given fair trials

Mr. Wilson reiterated hiy prev-
iously announced decision that mo
person would be arrested aimply to
Joining the Industrial Workers of
the World, but that any allen ad-
vocating sabotage or anarchy would
be deported.

RAILWAY ELERK RELEASED

The convietlon of J. H. Lewis,
Saskatoon _rallway. mail clerk to
which organized labor sirongiy ob-
Jected, was quashed by Mr. Justics
H. Y. MacDonald, 5 fhe court of
King’s Beunch sitti  in chambers
here today. In giving his desision,
the judge stated that granting there
was an offence at al!l he could only
fiold that there were iwo separais
and distinet ones, receiviog and hav.
ing “The Meiting Pot™ reseiviag and
:nviu the publication “War; What
ror.”

He quashed the convidn on the

ground that the /' Informuation was
fanity In that two offences were
stated.

Mr. Justice MacDonald stated that
there would be no cos's 1o any party,

Smith and A. E. Eillot:, both of

reports were|

| tional fund unless it first requires at

‘ture of thelr predicament to inter-

FRANKLIN K. LANE.

literates and aliens who cannot
ak the English language. n
Is for an appropriation of about
,000,000 a year by the Govern-

of

ment and a like amount - by the
£tates which are to enjoy Iits priv-
fleges—not for the Dbuilding of

schools a new machinery of ed-

of language and national Ideals to
natives and foreign iliiterates In
every community. It would make
this elementary_ education ecompul-
sbry to all minors up to the age of
twenty-one, but the intended

courses would not by any means be
imited to them. ~

The work is to de carried on under
the Burean of Education of the De-
pargment of the Interior In conjunc-
ton with the States.  No State shall
be allowed to participate in the na-

least 200 hours of inspection per an-
num to all minor illiterates within
Its jurisdiction, and of all minors un-
able to speak, read or write the
English language, or until such
minors ‘have“tompleted a course in
English, equivalent to that given I
third-grade schools.

According -to the last census re-
port, there were more than eight and
a half million persons over ten years
of agé in the United States who were
either totally illiterate or could not
read or write the English language.
Thas was In 1910, In 1918, dus to
the disciosures of illileracy In the
military examinations, -many must
have passed as ‘lNierate’ In this
census who could barely sign their
names.

The South lJeads in native-born ll-
literacy, but a staggeringly large per-
centage of -people In all our indus-
trial centres can communicats ‘with
America only through interpreters
Sixieen per cent of the population
of Passale, for instgnce, ecafinot
speak English, and 13 per cent. in
Lawrence and Fall River.

Of the foreign-born wage earners
in this ecountiry five years or more,
only 31 per cent. are naturalized and
only 14 per cenil. have first papers
Only 8 per cent. of the Russians re-
siding- hera between five asd nine
years have ben nsturalized, only §
per cent. of the Portuguese and only
4 per cent. of the Greeks. No nation
in the history of the world ever held
80 many allens or permitted any
such an unallegianced mulititude to
share equality with its own people.

And who, in the maln, are these
persons who cannot read our laws,
know nothing of American traditions
and are compeiled In the very na-

pret the svenhts of the day according
to utterly allen standards?

*“They are the men who comprise
the rank and file of America’s basic
industiries & |

“Fifty-»ight per eont. of the em-
ployes of the steel and iron Industries

provides, .

ucation but for the actual tmu‘h;nx,

ber 67 per cent. and ia the clothing
bus'ness One-quarier of these
cannot read and write even in thelr
| own language 3
| It is easy to say that anarchy Is
an alien growth, and that it cannet
take root on American soil. But kow
about this alien soil-—this vast mass
upon whose shoulders the basie ine
dusiries of America rest? How, sape~
eiatlty,—about—the —sub-strats=
who cannot even read the
signs in the mines and factories, NO
matter in what “Jlanguage they may
be printed. Can we expect them to
understand the principles of demo=
cracy? Can we expect them to grasp
the true economies of their own sitlls .
ation? On the centrary, isn't it most
logical to believe that this group will
ailways be first lo falk prey to any

i2

mad fanaticism which may b8,
preached ?
Economically the nation canmot

afford such an utter waste as thess
8,600,000 illiterates represent. It I8
obvious that an educated worker I8
worth at least §5 more per day than
a. totally ignorant one; but on this
iow reckoning our national los
through failure to educate them I8
$2,000,000,000 a year. But the sosial
peril to America is of much er
moment. For, let allen ldeas :
mad notions of society breed among
our native llliterates and this section
of our population, and there is ne
Hmit o wnat might snsue,
they themseives would be the wored
victinis, there Is no one who would
not-éhare in the catastrophe. 3

The process is not one of science;
the process is one of humanity. Bus
just as there is no way by which the
breath of life can be put into & man's
body, once it hag gone -out, so there
is no manner by walch, with all our
wills, we can make a citizen out of &
man who s not inspired by our
ideals; and there is no way by which
we can make anyone feel that R ls &
biessed and spiendid thing 0 be &
cilizen wuniess we are ourselves
aglow wiih the sacred fire, unicss we
interpret clusensuip by our kindness,
Qur courage, our generosity and our
fairness -

The obvious first essential If we
wish to Americanize our neighbor, Is
to establish communication. Taeres
Lure, we must teach him the language
in which Americans communicate
their thougnws. If the Smith-Banks
head Bill now before Congress bes
comes & law, there will be no attempt
to foist a cut-and-dried political
economie orthodoxy upon our alien
vurn. ‘the education will be given
by the several stales in co-operalion
with the Feueral Government
through the Bureau of Education of
the Department of the Interibr, and .
Secrptary ‘Lane ls much more inters
ested in facts than formulas,

America is un(jnisied, he says, and
he bopes that it ‘willremain unfin-
ished. He wants the siiens and the
liiterates L0 know its acalevements
and to realise its further and 2
opportunities, ity fallures and its
giuries and its slums, its liberty and
its constant struggle for lberty, iIt8
equality and s inequality, s geod
and its bad. :

“Bapecially,” he sald, “I want
them to appreciate the magnifiosnt
coallenge of America. It s & chals
ienge to the ambition, the aspiration,
the slemental creative passion, of
every man who touclies oyr shores.
Nothing is fixed here. Nothing o
static. America is a living organiam
waose glory Is not in the past but’
in the passing. It is not & havep of
rest from struggle. It is an inepiea~
tion to struggie and to reap the full
reward of struggling.

“If ohe expecis to lve withewt
waork, he shouid go to U sot
tiere, And if he expecis Lo by
desiruction, America has no

-

for nim. But if bhe comes w -
wiilingness to labor, © earve out hle
own destiny, to ang . the challenge

of this ¢ver unfinf 44 couniry, A=
erica Is his to 1Ove and

If our lawe are inequitable, &t I8

1o heip us change liiem. I pur scone
omic arrangements are imperfect, B
is his to help eorrect them. M our
social 1ife s Inadequate, it i RS 18
help earich it. We need Bis

his art, his oulture and whatever
real worth he can bring to us. We
w! not. deapise any truth becsuise .7
it eomesjto us from another jand.
In no thete alrogance of nationality
or race chn we greet the alen, Let
us take him Infeo our cuiture, our
sotiety, our Janguage and our heart-
lest good will and America will bes
come stil wore worth while to all
of us”

What Mr. Lane says about Amerls
ca a.50 appiles to Canada; and ¥ an
educational campalgn is  good for
foreign immigrasts already in asd
coming to America, It will be good
for the “stranger within our gutes™
1 and Just kespy your syes o8
nada during the nix decads. Can-
ada s a land of indusiry and oppor-
tunity second Lo mone

I JREMAN SOLD JOBS,
Brosel ton, Mass -—Joha F,
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are foreign born: in the slaughtering |

now on. Agreements with the foun-'
¢ on May L

Vancouver, instructed its delegates 'expactod ¢ feal sblution will
to the. Calrary eqdvention to work [ be offered by this convention to
frr the estabiishment of -one " Bigi Ay Indusirial unrest
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