Page Six.

THE CANADIAN FORWARD.
——

'APRIL 24, 1017.

ITEMS OF NEWS FROM ALL PARTS

A CONSUMERS' LEAGUE.

A movemeént is on foot for the organi-
zation of a Consumers’ League, and an
esteemed contemporary refers to- it as
a -movement unique in-the publi¢ and
semi-public life of Canada.

It is a curious fact that governments
seem to exist for the benefit of sections
of the people rather than for the bene-
fit of the people as a whole, On every
hand there are laws, regulations and re-
structions for the benefit of special in-
terests. The general public is treated
as if the chief purpose of its existence
was to furnish taxes and profits. Tar-
iffs, bounties, prohibitions and restrie-
tions are all imposed for the benefit of
special interests. It might almost be
said that the only way in which gov-
ernments recognize the existence of the
general publie is by the imposition of
taxes and restrictions.

The fault, of course, is primarily with
the general public. It has the kind of
government it- permits. The interests
know what they want and how to get
it. The general public is content with
being allowed to amuse itself at inter-
vals with a general election, when it
enjoys the excitement of dividing ifto
factions and fighting against itself. It
is only during periods of unusual stress,
like the present, that the general public
is forced to a recognition of its own
helplessnes. The demand for the or-
ganization of a Consumers’ League is
such a recognition.—Stratford Herald.

DEFEAT OF THE REFERENDUM ON
POLITICAL ACTION IS RE-
PORTED 1IN BRITISH
COLUMBIA.

While no official announcement has
yet been made, it is understood that
a récent totalling of the returns on
the referendum vote as to whether the
British Columbia Federation of Labor
should enter the political field, indi-
cates the defeat of the proposal. The
vote on the proposal is said to have
been very eclose, thus indicating> that,
even should the suggestion finally be
declared as shelved, it represented the
will of a very large percentage of
organized labor throughout the pro-
vince. It is understood that the senti-
ments as expressed by the locals was
very decided either for or against the
proposal, the percentage of cases
where close votes on the subject were
reported being very small. The refer-
endum was held as the result of discus-
sions at the January couvention of the
B. C. Federation of  Labor at Revel-
stoke. The call for the ballot was sent
out by Secretary Wells about March
1, with instructions for the vote being
taken during the month. Whatever may
be the final result of the referendum,
it is certain that the widespread dis-
cussion of the subject has brought the
questioh of Labor taking a politieal
stand home to the trades unionists of
the provinee in a forceful manner, and
the defeat of the measure by a narrow
margin would probably be a condition
which would lead to its being again pre-
sented for a representative vote of the
membership. - /

ADMINISTRATIVE HEROISM.
The premier, in the House of Com-
mons on Monday, stated in-a modest
~~manner that it required some courage
to do as his government had done in
the matter sof supplying the farmers
of the Dominion with seed grain to the
value of 12 million dollars, when a erop
failure threatened the west. Most peo-
ple who have followed Canadian poli-
tics for some years will agree with the
premier. It certainly requires some cour-
age to do anything for the people, par-
ticularly under the administration as
constituted. It takes no courage to fol-
“low the example of the present. (or

late) gov.ernment in many cases; it has
never been a particularly daring thing
for the government—present or past—
to accedeto the wishes of the magnates,
not for modest sums of 12 millions, but
for amounts that would make the neces-
sities of the western farmers look pal-
try indeed.

But the premier’s statement is signi-’
ficant. Evidently the “leader of the
government considers that it was a
magnanimous thing to do, this aiding
the farmers, Not only was:it generous,
but-it required courage. Why? Whom
did the government fear? Since when
has it become courageous for an ad-
ministration to safeguard the basic in-
dustry of the nation?

The people would be interested to
know more about this display of cour-
age at a time when the country was
wide open to war contraet grafters,
railway promoters, patronage touts, and
all the evil brood of proﬁf(’ors.~—0ttn\\"zl
Citizen, January 24, 1917.

THE CLAIM OF SOCIALISM.

I have looked at this claim by the
light of history and my own conscience
and it seems to me so looked at to be
a most just claim, and that resistance -
to it means nothing short of a denial
of the hope of civilization.

This then 1s the claim:—

““It is right and necessary that all
men should have work to do which
shall be worth doing, and be of itself

“pleasant to do; and whieh should be

done under such conditions as would
make it neither over wearisome- nor
over anxious.’’

Turn the elaim about as T may, think
of it as long as I can, I cannot find
that .it is an exorbitant claim; yet if
society would or could admit it; the
face of the world would be changed:
discontent and strife and dishonesty
would be ended.” To feel that we are
doing work useful to others and plea-
sant fo ourselves, and that such work
and its due reward could not fail us.
What serious harm could happen to us
then? And the price to be paigl for so
making the world happy is revolution.
—William Morris.”

All over the world the news of the
Russian revolution has been received
with great joy. Participation by the
Socialists has prevented a serious split
in the revolationary ranks and the
dream of Russia as a republic will
shortly be realized. M. Kerenski of
the Russian Revolutionary Socialists,
has accepted a post in the new govern-
ment as Minister of Justice, and his
first act was the immedidte publication
of full amnesty.

Appearing before the Socialist as-
sembly he mounted a table, with flash-
ing eyes and passionate utterance, he
announced that he had accepted the
post of Minster of Justice. His ad-

dress is as follows: «

Comrades, in entering the Provis-
ional Government, I/ remain a repube
lican. In my work I mugt lean for
help on the -will of the people. 1
must have in-the people my powerful
support. May I trust you as I trust
myself? (Tremendous cheers and cries
of ““We believe you comrade!’’) I
cannot live without fhe people, and if
ever you begin to doubt me, kill me!
I declare to the Provisional Govern-
ment that I am a representative of
democracy, and that the Government
must especially take into account the
views I shall upliold as a representa-
tive of the people, by whose efforts
the old ‘Government was overthrown.
Comrades, time does not wait. I call
you to organization and diseipline. T

ask you to support us, your represen-

tatives who are prepared to die for
the people and have given the people
their whole 1if®.

Our -comrades of the Seeond and

Fourth Dumas, who. were banished
illegally to the tundras of Siberia, will
be released forthwith. In my jurisdie-
tion are all the Premiers and Minis-
ters of the old regime. They will ans-
wer before the law for sall crimes
,against the people.

““Show them no merey,”’ many
voices in the crowd execlaimed. '

““Comrades,”’ M. XKerenski replied,
‘‘regenerated, Russia will not have re-
course to the shameful methods uti-
lized by the old regime. Without trial
none will be condemned. All prisoners

will be tried in open court.”’ P

Comrades, soldiers, citizens, all
measures taken by the new Govern-
ment will be published. Soldiers, I
ask you to co-operate. Freé Russia

is now born and nome will succeed in .

wresting liberty from the hands of the
people. Do not listen to the prompt-
ings of the agents of the old regime.
Listen to your officers. Long live free
Russia.

Los Angeles Socialists are trying to
secure the adoption of the following

proposal by their State organizations

with a view to having it ultimately in-
corporated in the National Constitu-
tion: ‘“Any labor union, farmers’ or-
ganization or co-operative enterprise, or
any number of members thereof, shall
be permitted to become Socialist Party
locals, without regard to poljtical sub-
divisions or geographical boundaries.”’
—American Socialist.

JINGQ WAR-SPITES OF U. 8. A.
TRY ' TO OUST SCOTT NEAR-
ING FROM HIS POSITION
IN' TOLEDO UNIVERSITY.

A crusade of lying ealumny, sup-
ported by big business Plute’s, is being
waged by the daily liars (the Capitalist
press) in order to wreak vengeance
upon one of the most powerful” anti-
war spirits of the Upited States. The
movement is likely to beecome a ques-
tion of national concern by the way
the Socialists and Labor men are tak-
‘ing things. Happily the intelligent
section of the workers in the States
have had ample time to learn the truth,
““That speeches of Presidents and
Premiers are valueless tokens in de-
fence of democracy and liberty, when
dictated by the big interests,’’ and
like we in Canada, are becoming fami-
liar to the international character of
Prussianism. @ We take pleasure in
presenting Mr. Nearing’s side of the
question as a worthy pattern of cour-

age and manliness.

How many of the presumed defend-
ers of democracy in this country have
given publicity to this attack of Prus-
sianism in the U. 8.

““I am opposed to tyranny, despot-
ism and irresponsible power, whether
vested in a king, kaiser or any other
individual or group of indivifluals,

““I believe in democracy and in the
brotherhood off‘all men. No commun-
ity can endure which ignores the Gold-
en Rule, the basic law of social life—
‘Each for all;-and all for each.’

‘“Millions of people the' world-over
are to-day seeking to overthrow Ger-
man militarism. There are two methods
of securing this result. The first way
is to militarize all of the great nations.
I am oposed to this plan; because I
believe that the dearest liberties of de-
mocracy must be sacrificed in the pro-
cess. ;

‘‘There is another method of over-

A

gate a higher ideal than the ideal of
militarism, &

““‘Ideas and ideals are the most pow-
erful and pérmanent things inj the
world, as your own history shows! A
century and a half ago our ancestors
immortalized themselves by broaching
the idea of political democracy to. a
king-ridden world. Since that time the
idea has encircled the earth.

‘“The ofly possible way tp save the
- present-day world from militarism  is
to eut to the root of the problem and
_establish an industrial democracy,

“ coming German militarism—to promaul- \

g ~
which- in its turn may prove a beacon
light to mankind. If we adopt mili-
tarism, we lower ourselves to the level
of German militarism. If we adopt in-
dustrial’ democracy we have an oppor-
tunity to raige-them to ‘our new plans
of justice éind liberty. s

“‘I oppose militarism beeause I be-
lieve it stands for the brute in human
nature, and that if we adopt it, the
democracy is doomed. I hold to the
doctrine—‘‘Peace on earth and god
will among men,’’ because I believe that
only thus can the spirit of man be
emancipated and the human race be
saved. , They that take the sword shall
perish with the sword. It is only those
who are willing to overcome evil with
good that can attain to the full promise
of manhood.

‘“I revere the government that repre-
sents demoeracy. I honor the flag that
stands for liberty and justice. So
strong is my feeling on this point that
I resent seeing the government turned
over to an irresponsible plutocracy or
an irresponsible bureaucracy, just as
I resent having the flag, which is the
symbol of our democracy, used to cloak
special privilege and shameless ‘exploit-.
ation.

‘‘Militarism is the madness of the
past—dragging us down and destroying
us. The spirit of brotherhood and good
will among men is the voice of the
future ecalling us to a higher plane of
life than humanity has ever known. To
that future T have dedicated my life,
and so I purpose to continue to the end
of the chapter.

‘‘SCOTT NEARING.”’

LOANS.

There’s a war-incited nation
After loans;

Filled with hope and'wild elation
With the loans.

There are many joyous cables,

There are papers full of fables,

And the international Babels (G
Tell of loans. ; 3

There’s the people of the’k/aiser
After loans;
And the British, nothing wiser,
After loans;
There’s a subtle press, romantie,
Makes the French and Russian frantic
And the Serbian cut an antie,
Over loans.

There are clamorohs Jtalians
After loans;

There are Turks in fierce battalions
Fed on loans;

~

There’s the little yellow Jappie,

There’s the Austrian fierce and snappy,

And the Belgians are made happy
With their loans.

When the war some day is ended
Over loans,

And the battered buildings mended
With the loans.

When _ the interest on reverses

And on- viet-ries touch both purses,

There will be some fearful curses
Over loans.

LJ

The subject who is truly loyal to the
Chief Magistrate will neither advise nor
submit to arbitrary measures.~—Junius.
—Toronto Globe.

Canadian Copper Compdny have been
granted 236 aeres at the ‘rate of $3.00
an acre. All they expect to get out of
the deal is nickel.—Toronto Star. s

ALBERTA PROVINCIAIL EX-
ECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Meets on the First Wednesday in

each month, at 8 p.m., at'Mrs. A. '
Martin’s, 10628 98th Street, E«;/

monton, Alta.
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