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Of «.« negotUtioM under circunwunces much lets favorable

Z^r^h
^*' ^ opPOiition of a single government could de-

atli^TTir '^ ''^ °' '^ °"'*"' •"^ '"»»"»« *" "tempt.

iuiS. ''"')'""*'' * P'^P"' ^«»«<'«"tion of intercolonial
quejrt.on. or K>met,me. unfortunately gave them a partiwn char-

^/«i„„ * ""^'^ * *•*''" '^"""fif 'Of «•«««« orprewmg on some measure -hich it was hoped would secure itpoputar support m an appnxurhing election, there was little time

union W th governments as with men. self-preservation is the

thiJ t !^T' ""'^ "° ^'°'°"«' ^^"'*t^^y however sympa-

cal momem of comm.ttmg himself to an intercolonial policywh^ would attract no support at home, and at the same'timeexpose h.m to the criticism of either neglecting more pressing
ocal concerns, or of truckling to the sister colonies. In shor!he consideration o federal questions had to wait upon the ex-
genc.es of local politics, and the convenience and hu^or of min-

iu^^rV !!"* P°"*''*' *""*' » parliamentary crisis, a

alter the attitude of a colony, and affect the prospect of uniform

LT'*I'*T
'"''°" throughout the colonies. Time and again

wereTfll'rr"/.?* ^' """''^ °' '^ '«««"» '«5ers

the instability of governments.

.r,!"^"!*"*"^ '^ *," °"'y *°° *"*"""* *at there was no gen-eral enthusiasm m favor of a federal union. Even in Victoria.

rJl. / ^"""'"7 *"•* P""''= ^"»^'"*^"t was much more ad-

r. L ,'^P*'*'''*'' "'*" •" *^* ^^''^ ~>^^'"' there was no

Tl l^r T""*"* ?' P°P"'" °^ spontaneous character.'

Ire t?^7
?"d/"^--Ky of Mr. Duffy alone kept the question be-^re the legislature, and gave it a factitious prominence and im-

portance. In the other colonies only an occasional apathetic in-

7JmZoLT"^ speculation, which came up for discussion
at odd moments when the attention of the people or legislatureswas not engrossed m local political affairs or schemes of econ-omic development. The agitation was still largely associated
with a few prominent men. and had failed to take a hold on the
'Garran, The Coming Commonweahh, p. 114.


