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mach. Tt will also be dbscrved that the perversion of these

law IcjkJ.s to incalculable evil. Ilcnce we may conclude

tliat it is the incumbent duty .>f' every man to avoid that

which is liki'ly to injure his healih or character; and more

eapecially tlie pernicious habit of intoxication, whicli, bc-

sidt!S hci\]>s the cause of all diseases havin2; thei'- ori'jln in

the or;:;iiis of digcstio.i, is the Iruitful .source of nnjst of

the inflammatory diseases of the brain, heart, lunirs, liver,

and kidneys ; the uk.,- t prominent of which are '' delirium

tremens," iiiHammation of the heart and it.s membranes,

pneumouiii md consumption, rheumatic affections and

drt/psy
;
which, if they do not lead to inunediate death,

leave the' patient in such a debilitated condition, both men-

tally an-l bodily, a3 ntver to be able to regain his former

state of healt'x.

" Alcohol is the intoxicating pripciplo of all spirituous

liquors, ar.d in moderate doses acts as a general stimulant,

exciting ])articularly the vascular and nervous systems : in

somewhat larger dos',o it produces the well-known eflfects

of intoxication ; and in excessive doses it acts as a power-

ful narcotic poison, rapidly causing death, preceded by

slow pulse, contracted pupils, and coma." Were this the

only destructive principle existing in intoxicating liquors,

the evils of intemperance might possibly be somewhat miti-

gated. But wlion we take into consideration the awful

fact, that, in addition to the above powerful poison, these

liquors arc adulterated with some of the mr i virulent

poisorx? that nature can produce,—such as henJock, nux

vomica, and one of its alkaloids, strychnia, opium, tobacco,

and many others,—we are utterly paralyzed, and wonder

that more mischief is not the result of such pernicious

Lubitu.


