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CHAPTER XXVIll.

GENMTAl, TUBERCULOSIS.

Tubtrcul'iit of the female genitals, although loiijj

known, has only recently attracted special attention. It

was previously known only as a concomitant of advanced

phthisis, and it was not until celiotomy .leraonstrated its

frequent occurrence, either alone or in comhination witli

tubeicular peritonitis, that its clinical importance liejjan

to be appreciated. I^inaX-invoLttJiii- or all. of the

variou.s_Eada-Ci-lhe«£mlal.Jract. though some portions

aTTl^iore frequently aiTecte.l than others, the order of

frequency being the tubes, uterus, ovaries, vagina, cervix.

and vulva.

Etiology. Tuberculosis of tlie genital tract may be

either /.rf.iinrv or secondary. 1 'rimary^Jno^ilation inay

occur when the patient has been ijliich in the coniEanx^f

onliufTeriufi froni tuberculosis. Thej;loihes^a_sgund, (ir

.h> Wers oXa physician may car-y thj^jgUB- Cohabita-

ti^Tw itira person who_has.eithe,r KejiitaLor^Wl!332n2a

ti^biif^losisjs I WSU. aj!thenjicated_._causi_JiLJ^

instances: The puerperal state has a large share in

prTmlli^ infection, but whether infection can come

through the semen.Ahe .sal'^a. _"jj^± H?^'' "LA??!^'
'

is a disputed point .

Secondary genital tuberculosis is that which is devel-

oped in the course of tubercujaj: dfgenerationjaLathST

organs, especially the lunjgs. Iji,Iha-great majority Qi

,..^j;_ga]jf' f'herculosis is se.conikty..awljnetastaUc.

the infection taking place by way of the peritoneaUavity

and the lymph channsLs. from the abdominal viscera, or

through the general circulation from distant organs, or

byauto-iijoculation from thtsecrctipjis.

.

"^ulva. Vukar tuberculosis is the leastcommoiU-aad

is often-unassociated with tuberculosis of other portions

If ,


