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EXPLORINV, EXPEDITION. 8

mrM, (the " common ccir.oni, of the rapids,") (^nnfclm^, (tlio canon)

S'/>'if::. (ilic " cui| of tlii^ «\virt i)l!ico,") a most pictiii'O.squo scries of

rapids with Imlian lodges of wliioh wo soeiu'cd a sketrh, ami so oa

until wo ciiiiio to b'iriiiii-l-init, an Ishind wli<*rc llic ludinu deposits

Iho )tolo< \>y whicli \\v has hitherto projiellt'd ids caiioo u[i tlio

ra))id siream, for miw vv, jiavo como into Squalntin, the still

waters, tlio coinnu'iici'HiLnt of tliu Lalco, whi^ro tho cin'reiit i.s no

h)iiycr pcrcopiilijo. Every bend lias a name, every hill a story,

every dark jjooI a tradition, and ofu-n on the suniracr ovcninir«i did

wo listen to tlio strange story of Kukalaha, tlio lord of these

do'idnious, as ho called np the storied chronicled of tho past.

At S'/i'if-: conirncnci'd tlic first tanti'alilc eridcnco of tho

existanco of tho inland trihu, wlio.'c history was prcviou-lj a fivUled

romance, and is now lieeomo a (act of history. At the proper place

I will notice tJii.- at greater length.

On tho ITtli, I removed our camp to a more central position

—

^cven miles above the lake, to the mouth of Foley's creek—and here

r dc'spatclied parties as follows :

]. To examine the creek for gold.

!2. To survey the lake, and ascertain tho existence of gold and

other minerals, as well as the situation of the native tribes, if any.

3. A last party, of which I took charge of, into tho mountains

round the lake ; while two remained in camp, and a third hunted to

supj)ly the hu'der.

On the 22d of June we had completed our ex[)loration3 of the

lake and surrounding country, witli ihe lollowing results, as perfectly

as time and the nature of my instructio:is would allow of.

1. The lake is froin 20 to 22 miles in length and Irom 1^ to

3-4thg in breadth. It is suri'ounded by two distinct ranges of

mountains from 20U0 to 3(100 feet in height. The northern rango

we named the Kennedy, the southern he Seymour range, respec-

livoly after their Excellencies the (.ioxernors of Vancouver Island

nnd British Columbia. It is fed by several largo etreams, of which

Foley's Creek, tho Thew-ccn-kut. and the i^mackan Rivers are the

largest. It is emptied alone by the Cowichan River or Sinn-woio-

^tuhnn, (tho m»in river). The Cowichan name is Kaair.a, (" tho

lake,") and every promontory has like the River some characteristic

name e. g. a curious peninsula is called Kanatze " the island in tow,''

<fec. Patches of good land arc found hero and there. On the

border of Foley's Creek, there is much rich land thinly covered wdtli

maple. Timber excellent, with some white pine. Latitude of

Foley's Cr«ek, latitude 48 dcgreea 51 minutes, 5G seconds, North.

The lake presents much pleasing scenery but like most of tho lahe
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