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<' of the river 5/. Laurence^ as well as in Cape*
*' Brefoft" .r .A-/M .' .'n*^M.-
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Docs not the plain meaning of the King's words

fcem to be this, " that by the cefiion of Acadia^

which I have agreed to in the preceding article,

my fubjedts will be dq^rived of the communi-
*' cation of ^dhk with St. "JohrCs river, which

is part of Acadia ib ceded ; if therefore I fliould

yield alfo part of Cape-Breton^ my (hips woul4
be hindered, in cafe of a war, from getting in-

" to St, Laurence river, which would be the lo(s

*' of Canada^ as in that cafe my fubjecfts could
•> have tto acce'fs to ic/' Louis therefore thought

it but reafonable that he (hould have one free paf-

fage to his northern polfeflions ; and 'tis likely our

Minifters, from the fame confideration, were in-

duced to yield him up Cape-Breton and the ides

of St, Laurence giilph. ,.;.
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But fuppofmg all the country to the north of the

Peninfula was to have remained in the hands of the

French at the treaty of Utrecht^, Louis XIV. could

.

not have had the fame plea •, for although his fhip*

might be hindered from getting into the river cf

St. Laurence^ yet how could Canada be loft, in

cafe St, John's river was in his poflefTion ; fmce

by that river the French could have admittance to

it all the year round ? It is remarkable likewife,

that in this^^ place, as elfewhere, he fpeaks of the

ceflion of Acadia in general, without any limita'-

• tion ; and confequently had in view nothing lefs

than Acadia in its utmoft extent, f\Kh as he had

in general, and io particvilar thofe in the raoi^th of the river

St. Laurence, I as appears by comparing the King's anfwer

with the propofals of EugUnJ, an ji. par. 4. p. 377. and
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