Mz. Crorr Ppresented a petition from the
‘Brunette Sawmill mpany,
Petitions from Wm, fowler and F. P.

for the al of the mor tax

(Mr, Cotton), and from John N. Muir for

the al of section 56 of the Public School

Act (Dr. Milne), were read and received.
PUBLIO ACUOUNTS COMMITTEE,

Mz, CROFT presented the fourth rt ot
the Public Accounts ooq:mittog;im

di
uchers for expenditure and llgnﬁemenﬁh:#
u’i&ﬁ of the redemption and consolidation
Report received and ordered to be
printed.

TIMBER ROYALTIES REBATE.
Hox. CoL. BAKER presented a return to
an order of the house for a statement of re-
bates allowed on timber royalties.

i PRIVATE BILLS COMMITTEE.
- & .MR. MARTIN presented a report from the
" private bills committee atating that the
standing orders in reference to the fo owing
titions have been complied with: - The
orsefly hydraulic mining company ; the
Cariboo hydraulic ‘mining’ company ; the
Alhcroftd & Gprib;itl)l raﬂgynmmy ;Nthe
Sumas dyking - bill; the Nanaimo, New
Westminster and Vaz er telegraph bill ;
the petition of the McLean,Bros.; the
Kaslo-Slocan railway company.  The com-
mittee find that the necessary notices in
reference to the petition of the ‘Hall Mines
Co.; limited, have been duly inserted ; bas,
upon being satisfied, have, on account of the
uncertain mail service from Kootenay, dis-
pensed with the production of one copy of
the Nelson Tribune, in which the notice was
printed.
A CHILLIWACK BY-LAW.

Mgz. K1TCHEN presented a petition from
the corporation of Chilliwack for a private
bill to validate a by-law under which de-
bentures to the amount of $13,000 had been
gold, the proceeds being applied for drain-
age purposes.

NAKUSP AND SLOCAN RAILWAY.

Hox. Mz. BEAVEN, rising to a question of
privilege, complained that the papers on
the subject of the guarantee to the Nakusp
and Slocan railway, for the production of
which an order of the House had been puss-
ed, had not been brought down; and that
he as a member of the Legislature had been
insulted by a reply which he said had been
made by the Premier on Tuesday, that
these papers would be brought down . when
the Government; saw fit. He therefore moved:
** Whereas on the 18th - January last the
legislature was informed that the govern-
ment, acting under authority of the railway
aid act, 1893, gave a provincial guarantee of
interest ‘on the bonds of the Nakusp and
Slocan railway company, and that in ar-
ranging the details of the agreement with
the company the alternative right. of guar-
anteeing the bonds of the company, both as
to srincipal and interest, had been reserved,
and the papers upon the subject would be

+ 1aid before the house ; and whereas on the
3lst January last the House requested that
copies of all orders in councii, and other
gnpan in connection with the Nakusp and

locan railway, be placed before it ; and

« Whereas the legislature so far has not  re-

. ceived any of the papers upon this important
subject, but, on the contrary, the Astor-
ney-General, when questioned as to the

Brobability,oi their early reception by the

ouise, gave from his'place in the assembly
an evasive and unsatisfactory reply; be it
therefore resolved, that this house requires
an immediate compliance with the promise
given at the opening of the session with re-
spect to the papers upon the subject of the
guarantes of the interest, or of che proposed
guarantee of the interest and the principal
of the bonds of the Nakusp and Slocsn rail-
way company, and with its resolation of the
31st ultimo with respect to inforniation re-
garding the same railway,”

Hox., MR DaviE, speaking on the ques-
tion of privilege, for he thought it very
questionable if the motion was in order, said
there appeared to be no foundation for the
complaint just made, as there had been no
refusal to lay the papers before the house
and no evasive or insulting language had
been used. The answer he had made on
Tuesday was not as recited, but simply that
the papers would be brought down in due
time. This would be done. The resolution
to which reference was made was simply an
echo of the speech from the throne, which
had already distinctly stated that the
papers would be submitted, and if the gov--
ernment had not been willing to do this,
they certainly would not have consented
that the house should pass the order. He
held, however, that it would be a very un-
business like proceeding to bring down this
information piecemeal, and thus have a dis-
cussion - on the subject perhaps be-
fore the government were in a posi:

tion to state ' their reasons and inten-
tions, and the whole matter would then
have to be gone over again when the bill
was introduced, with the complete corres-
pondence. A conclusive answer to the
resolution, however, was that the papers
asked for are not yet ready, but they and
the bill would be brought down just a8 soon
as could be. It would exll:dite the public
business more to proceed

orderly manner than to take up the time of

the house in such needless discussion.

THE SPEAKER said it would have been
much better for the nf:t‘y of the resolution
if the words complained of by the mover
had been taken down at the time. It was
hardly in order to discuss in this way words
not so taken down. What might appear to
-one member to have been an evasive answer

might have appeared to another as quite by

satisfactory. “When an important question
* like this was to be raised, ag;oﬂnz gho.wol-
fare of the government, the regular two
days’ notice should have been gltm Jf
requested to rule upon the resolution, he
would have to agk time todoit. There had
been no re shown; ‘it had not been

shown even that the papers are yet 'pre-_

Hox. Mz. Poorxy said that the adoption
of the resolution quoted

nochin’n?‘:onthmnhh. dles e
¢l ised e g
throne. The Attorney-General had stati

- on ay that the papers would be
_ brought down with the bill, and there was
no ground whatever for declaring that this
; n"pv&iludbgeu ‘‘evasive and nnuchho
s 0 Hg‘n:'n:. lnqulrodo'f' the mover pt
cisely w : meant 1
-qm:nm‘mly"hgn‘m_j lation—w
hndhltul! an hour, or

.

a_regular and |

Mr. Beaven was
juest for

' 0oAL MINES ‘RESULATION.
Mz. Kerra introduced a bill t6 amend the
coal mines regulation act, 1890, Rt
MBﬂl’l;'nd a first time; second reading on

LANDS AND WORKS b;irqmm.
Hox. M=. VERNON presented the report
of the Chief Commissioner of Lands and

g;:;ku for the year ending 3lat December,

CARIBOO RAILWAY COMPANY.
Dr. WAT? introduced s bill respecting

the  Cariboo ‘railway com formerl.
called the Ashoroft and Cpamo h.uwn;

| eomipany.

Read a first time; second reading to-

morrow. ] ’
WORKS IN RICHMOND TOWNSHIP,

Mgz. HorNE introduced a bill 7 ating to
certain public works in the waship of
Richmond.

Read a firss time; second reading to-
morrow.

| GREAT WESTERN TELEGRAPH 0,

Mgz. EBERTSs introduced bills to incorpor-
ate ““The Great Western “telegraph com-
pany ”; also respecting the Cariboo hy-
gndnlio &n ni i:hoompmy, and the Horsefly
Aydraulic mi 00!

'yBe'nd‘ a first Siite i

time mi referred to the | Official posi

private bills committee,
TAX ON MORTGAGES,

THE SPEAKER announced his ruling on
the question which Dr. Milne had asked the
Hon. Minister of Finance, which was : **Is
i$ the intention of the government to repeal
80 much of the personal property tax enact-
ment as relates to money loaned on mort-
gage on real “estate ?” this ruling being :
The Hon. Minister of Finance has objected
tio the question, claiming that ministers are
not required to answer questions involving
‘an explanation of their intentions as to
matters of taxation. Rule 29 of our own
Rules and Orders permits the putting
of questions to ministers of the crown
relating to public affairs, and of .this
privilege hon. members have frequently
availed themselves, without restriction or
objection. Numerons cases may be cited
from the ‘Journals of this house—notably
those of 1889, page 13 ; 1892, page 19 ; and
1893, page 35—wherein it is recorded that
similar questions have been asked by private
members and answered by ministers of the
crown. - May, 9th edition, pages 354-5, says
that ** A question may be asked concerning
the intention of the government in any mat-
ter of legislation or administration, but not
a8 to their abstract opinions’ npon  general
questions of policy.” The authority (Todd)
quoted by the Minister of Finance'is not a
text-book in this house, rule 110 of our
Rules ‘and Orders requiring that Eniliah
rules shall apply in unprovided cases. I am
of opinion that, under rule 29 and the prac-
tice and usage of this house, the question is
admissible. f

PARLIAMENT ‘BUILDINGS.

Hox. Mr. VERNON presented a return to
an order of the house showing the total cost
of land expropriated and contracts let for
the new parliament buildings, as follows :
1. Expropriation of 'land, $56,206. 2.
Contract No. 1, foundation, ete., $54,790 ;
extras, $1.552; Contract No. 2, $567,986 ;
for iron girders, $5,891.75 ; total, $630,219.-
76. 3. (a) The contraots let include every-
thin% requisite for complete construction
and fittin

gs of the building, and also ‘com-

prise a considerable amount of work which
1t is usual to classify under the head of fur-
nitare. - (b) The cost of laying out the
grounds has not yet been considered, and
will depend upon the anmount appropriated
for the service at a future date.”

THE CRANBROOK ESTATE.

HoN. MR. BEAVEN moved : ““Where.
as the Viotoria. Daily Times published
on Monday, the 20th day of January,
1894,a prospecius relating to the ‘Cranbrook
estate company limited,” which states that
the company has been formed for the pur:
pose of acquiring, developing and selling the
Cranbrook estate, containing 18,000 acres
of land, 1,500 acres of -which will comprise
the townsite of Cranbrook, in the East
Kootenay valley, in the Province of British
Columbia, and that the vendor is Lt. Col.
the Hon. James Baker, provincial secretory,
minister of ruines and minister of education
of British ' Columbia, who. will join the
board of directors after allotment of the
shares ; and whereas there is appended to
the . said prospectus .a copy of a
report of Mr. A. P, Cummins;
stipendiary = magistrate, gold commis-
sioner, government agent and provincial
land surveyor, dated from the provincial

government office at Donald, B.C., ad-.

dressed to Colonel the Hon. James Baker,
Victoria, in which Mr, Cummins, amongst
other things, states that he considers that a
fair valuation of the Cranbrook estate would
be twelve dollars per acre all round, ex-
clusive of the townsite, with regard to
which he says : “I cannot attempt a valua-
tion of the townsite property. I may, how-
ever, mention that lots in the mining towns
of Nelson and Kaslo, which have recel::tly
ave

to $3,000

] it is  further
stated in the 'prospectus that the in.
formation ocontained as to the Cranbrook
estate and as to other matters affecting ite
value, has been supplied to the directors by

the vendor, and that the vendor is the

:‘ud ‘minister bf‘m of British Columbis ;

views with dil:sptobauoi: and regret the use

& minister of ‘the crown of his official
position in the province, and of the official
position of an agent of the government, in

order to aesist in promoting in Great Britain

‘ tion of this character.”'  In
explanation of his motion Hon. Mr. Beaven
emphasized the facy that Hon. Col. Baker
Tirss, and thongh wevelling oo oo pubie

e, and though travelling at the public
expense he had apparently used his time for
%ptmﬁan'q! own private business.
He th the fact that the official titles
obre e debl:om
nection, and that use: ‘been :
the name of a servant of the province in
connection with the report on the lands,
called for the condemnation of the house,
| Hoy. M=z. DAviE said that what had
s b i '
rgan, oat the knowle

. | country.

in

Jbe the ocoasion, not merely of developing
this particular i)roperhy, but of other 1?m§'

resources of the country which will lie dor- tlemen

mant uatil the eapitalist takes hold of them,
and it : that at' the outset, Col.
Baker has been successful in enlisting in his
enterprise
England.
g to inter-
Columbia’s
what is wanted to open
up the undeveloped resources of = the
It stands to reason that without
such aid this country must ever remain in
the backward state in which, until recent
years, it always was, and it is only by the
enlisting of foreign capital into the develop-
ment of the country that the industries
of the country can thrive. It geems
that the only objection which those bringing
forward this resolution have is the fact that.

Ppromoter ;
- property is his, and that in the
prospectus his full title is given. as Pro-
vincial Secretary, and the objection is to his
[ : tionbeing mentioned in promoting
in Great Britain a land speculation.’ The
same objection would apply to any specula-
tion of a personal character so that the gen-
eral principle relied npon must be that no
person holding an official’ position should
allow himself to be descri in his official
capacity in respect to any private specula- |
tion.  Life insurance companies, banks,
railway companies, water-works, dock com.
panies, and a thousand similar enterprises,
ate all specutations, and so the names, if a
minister of the crown or a person high in
official position happens to be a director,
should be dropped from the prospectus of
any such concerns. That iz at variance
with the ethics of public life throughout
the world, as.consideration of many in-
stances which may be cited will show. It
is ocustomary to use in Great Britain the
full description of people in the highest po-
sition whe happen 'to promote and be con-
neoted with private institutions, as, for in.
stance, the Rt. Hon. Sir John Lubback, who
was chancellor of the Duchy of - Lancaster,
appears on the advertisement of the Pelican
life insurance companyas one of its-directors.
The Premier read a long list of the names of
men prominent in official positions in Great
Britain similarly - used, including those of
Sir Jobn Gorst, ex-Chief Secretary - for In-
dia. and Solicitor Getieral; Hon. D. R.
Plunkett, ex-First Commissioner of Works ;
Hon. W. L. Jackson, ex-Chief Secre for
Ireland ; Hon. J. Ackers Douglas, ex-Lord
of the Treasury; Hon, Sir Albert Rollit,
ex-President of the Board of Trade: Hon,
Sir Wm. Hart Dyke, ex-vice president of
the council ; Hon, Sir Michael Hicks Beach,
ex-Chief Secretary for Ireland ; Sir Richard

| Webster, ex-Attorney General, all these

having been members of Lord Salisbury’s
last\government, and the following members
of the present government : Rt. Hon, A. J.
Mundella, presidens of the board of ‘trade 3
Rt. Hon. G. Shaw-Lefevre, first commis-
sioner of works; Rt. Hon. H. H. Fowler,
president of the local government board ;
Sir Chas. Russell, attorney-general; Rt.
Hon. J. B. Balfour, lord advocate, all. of
whose official vitles are stated at full lepgth
in cpnnection with the positions which -Shey
hoﬁio on the directorate of commercial enter-
ﬁriaen of various descriptions. As in Great

ritain, 80 in Canada. A new life insurance
company was started some years ago, the
North Ameriesn Life, and the Hon. Alexan-
der Mackenzie’s name was in the prospectus
of that company as managing director while
he was prime minister of Canada. - Another
life insurance company, the Manufacturers’
Life, was started only a few years ago un-
der the auspices of Sir John Macdonald, who
was aleo its managing director, and, to com-
pare small things with great, his own
name (Mr. Davie’s) at the present time
appears upon the _ prospectus and
in the advertisement of that company as
one of ite directors. 80 far for precedent,
by which it is conclusively shown that not
only is there nothing wrong, so far as Col.
Baker’s connection with this company is
concerned, but that the use of his name in
the way that has been done is calculated to
be of the highest service to the Province
and is in accordance with precedent. . But
there is one phase of this transaction which
most certainly -does exhibit real want of
principle and ignorance of the first features
of honesty and that is the unblushing
appropriation of a private and confidential
document to a use other than it was intended
for. We can understand this with the
‘mewspapers who are given to piracy some-
times, the appropriating without the
slightest acknowledgment of the views and
sayings of other people. Thiz is
termed = piracy. But here, - in the
language of Gilbert, they have not been
ashamed to * vary piracee with a little burg-
lary,” or what is almost equally . dis-
honest, by  appropriating a document
that they knew was never intended for
them to their own use. =~ He was sur-
prised that the hon. gentlemen opposite did
not see what & woful exhibition they are
making of themselves before the country by
this and similar actions. It would appear
that they did net, for the other day we find
one of their members utterly blind to the
impropriety. of appropriating to his use
documents which he knew came to his pos-

| session by accident, He asked did hon. gentle-
Be it therefore 'resolved that this house

men opposite think that the public are not
watohing them ; that they do not re i

dishonesty when they see it; and that, whe-
ther it ‘be open y or whether it be

purloining and pilfering, such as hon, | 204

e
overwhelming bulk of the electorate is honest
in principle and of fair in nce, and will
not fail to mark with its pproval the
conduct, of men who can descend to such
fraudulent devices. Such of them who
think that the country might be better
governed, when they turn te the o
nents of the present government mdm
men ‘of the class that the oppo-
sition have shown themselves, nh'x:ok
from ' them  with terror  and 8ay:
“““Well,  the vernment is bad; but
from - the er  side,  deliver us.”

| Hon. ‘gentlemen opposite ‘seemed to be
| utterly unable to underetand that itis just

appropriaté that which by
_ita way into their hands, but

| was not intended for them, as it would be |

pon the highway of
d,nulppted

the spoons,

“the moment come : 4

‘that he was a thief and

oeman, but a more charitably in- |

man might conoeive of a state of mind
e part of the offender, which would de.
ve his doings of their criminality, He
b say, **I¢ is kleptomania only,” That
excuse might keep the pilferer from jail,
till, continued Mr, Davie, . I

#ot  ask " him  into my

Bouse any more.. Applying the most
charitable construction to honorable gen-
- opposite, they are = politioal
resmmhon, not responsible for their
actions. This view might in charity relieve
the criminality of

their action, on the
by prejudice, they do

from ‘wrong, but in
the eyes of the world the kleptomaniac is
not favored. As the man who is found
nomall{npocketing the spoons would not be
&h vited to the house, so the voters
‘who have found the opposition, so tospeak,
pocketing the spoons, will take good care
never to invite them to their house of par-
‘liament again.

Hox. MR. BEAVEN rose to disclaim any
counection with obtaining surreptitions pos-
session of the prospectus, and stated that it
came into his possession only in the Times.

HoN. Mr. Davie—Do you mean to sa:
you did not see the line **for private circu-
lation only.” ; :

HoN. Mz. Bravex—I saw the whole
thing."  (Hear, hear 1) :

Mz. BrROwWN spoke in support of the
resolution, but said he supposed the mem-
bers opposite would whitewash this min-
ister a5 they had the President of the Conn-
cil and the Attorney-General by their votes
of the past few days.

Hox. Cor. BAKER expressed surprise that

even the desire of the mover of this resolu-
tion to tack himself on to the * independ-
ent” party had blinded him to the unenvi-
able position he occupied in connection
with this contemptible plot, for such
it was. - He would state the circumstances
and leave the house and :the public
to judge between him and his accusers.
Unfortunately he had suffered, in common
with other people, in consequence of the
recent depression, and his estate—the Cran-
brook estate —had become encumbered with
a mortgage indebtedness, He made an at-
tempt to consolidate the several mortgages
in one, to be represented by first mortgage
debentures. hen these were paid off the
holders would be the possessors of one half
of the estate. Then and not until then he
would under the terms of the proposition be
put into possession of the other half. Those
who read the prospectus could see in
it the name of a gentleman holding the
highest position in this country, and gentle-
men of established position in "England aleo,
whose names were a guarantee of
the proposition. He would tell the
house how this prospectus came to
be' made public. The member from
Chilliwack (Mr. Kitchen) had a farm pupil
whose father is in England and had sent
out a copy of the prospectus. Mr. Kitchen,
thinking he had discovered in this another
private document, hied a#ay to his master
in this sort of business in Vancouver, Mr.
Cotton——
.. Mz. CorToN excitedly rose and asked that
these words be taken down ; and they were
accordingly carefully and emphatically re-
peated for that purpose,

Covr. BAKER proceeded to say that shortly
afterwards there appeared in the News-
Advertiser, of which Mr. Cotton is editor, a
.most scandalous letter, headed ““A Revela-
tion,” to-which there was no name signed.
This letter was defamatoryto him person-
ally and designed to prevent the sale of his
property in Eogland, the thought ' of those
working against him being = that if
the  company oould mnot be floated
the result . would probably be to
bring ruin wpon him. Whoever wrote
that letter was a scoundrel of the lowest
type, and nothing would give him greater
_pleasure than to say this to his tace if he
knew who the writer was. Then, knowing
that remarks made in the houseare notaction-
able, the gentlemen opposite had this pros-
pectus advertised in the Times, at a cost of
$30 he heard, and they had gone to theleader
of the opposition, thinking phat his repnta-
tion is perhaps alittle better than their own,
to get him to take up this contemptible piece
of work, the sole intention of which was to
take advantage of his financial ill-luck to
pull him down., He described the attempt
as cowardly to a degree, and said that until
he saw the notice on the paper he could not
have conceived it possible that the leader of
the opposition wonld ‘have lent himself to
such an undertaking. He pointed out the
absurdity of the contention that because he
went to England on business he should not
while there have taken the | opportunity to
look after his private affairs.

Dr. WATT moved ‘an amendment con:
demning the use that had been made of a
private dooument published without anthor-
ity ; and he made a speech strongly con-
demning the course of the opposition in this
matter,

Addresses in favor of the resolution were
made by Messrs, Forster and Semlin.

MR. HUNTER told the house the history
of the publication of the -prospectus. He
said the ‘¢ constitutional league,” the oppo-
sition and the independent party had banded
together to secure the insertion of the ad-
vertisement in the Times, and he believed
they all paid up pretty well their assessment
towards the $30 except the hon. leader of
the opposition, who would not pay more
than two bits; on. the ground that he would
have to do the dirty work in the house ;
and the member for Vancouver, who declined

on the ground that he had “’“{,’ﬁ.ﬁ:’{ﬁd
]

the expense and odium  of pul

matter. Though the prospectus was marked
‘*for private cir.ulation only * the{v
paid for having it inserted in the 'Times,
had founded on it the miserable attempt
of to-day.

Mg. goofra thought the Provincial Sec-
retary’s speech was a-complete j ustification
of his course. He advised that the amend-
ment should be withdrawn, as it might be

en to convey the meaning that -there is
something to conceal ; and he would like to
see tise resolution voted down directly.

Mgz, CorroN claimed that the letter men-

tioned 13 the Provincial Secretary had been gu

published in the News-Advertiser in his
absence, and on his return he found it had
been written by a gentleman well known
in Montresl and in this city and who was
well acquainted with the estate in question.
It was true, as . stated, that another letter
had been written to and pt ed in his
paper which endorsed the value placed up-
‘on the property, He denied that there was
any political purpose in the publication of
the first letter. i ;

Mg. Krromex olaimed that the prospec-

te | bu8 had been sent to him from England with

a request for advice as to investing in
shares of the company, and said he had an-

| awered that the writer had better leave the

the |

scheme alone. He had been speaking about

ing with a complaint that the CoroNIsT had omﬂwidngthe correspondence between the
not published in full the letter he had pro-'| Dominion and Provincial governments on

cured from the chairman of the Maple

himself - from ‘the suspicion of having at-
tempted to secure possession of & document
mislaid by the Attorney-General. :

Dr. Warr asked leave to withdraw his
amendment, in view of the objection sug-
gested by Mr. Booth, and this leave was
granted.

Mg. HALL expressed regret that such a
motion as that of the leader of the ospoai-
tion had disgraced the-legislature, and par-
ticularly those who had introduced and sup-
ported it. He had been impressed with
the fact = that the

opposition  seemed  half-hearted ~ in

the subject of the Songhees Indian reserve
Ridge meeting with a view to exculpate |at Victoria.

He stated that another im.
rtant letter would be brought down on
onday.

PRIVATE BILL,

Mz, KELLIE moved for leave to introduce

a bill intituled ** An act for the incorpora.
tion of tramway, telephone and telegraph
companies, West Kootenay district,”

Bill read a first time ; second reading on

Monday.

: TAX ON MORTGAGES,
MEz. 8worD formally appealed from the

leader of the decjaion of the chair given on February 5,
ruling out of order the motion ** That in the

his remarks, asif he felt'averseto having any | opinion of this house, the incidence of the

connection with the matter, and that his

tax on mortgages

is inequitable.” He

masters in the house had compelled him to | argued that the authorities quoted by the

take this part. If the Provinoial Secretary
or any other man holding public position
had engaged in an enterprise such as this,

Speaker in making the ruling did not ‘ap-
ply, as the motion raled out of order would
not necessarily have the effect of embarrass-

to sell a valuable estate of which ke was |itg the government in their financial policy,

the possessor, and had not made use of his

a8 this government would not be easily em-

official title to let the public know just who ( barrassed by any resolution passed by the

it was who had the
would simply be a great goose. He had
been much struck with the marvellous facil-
ity of Mr. Kitchen for being concerned in
the publication of the private affairs of
other people ; and with the fact that that
gentleman seemed willing to irflict any
damage on others, no matter how great, in
order to reap a petty, evanescent notoriety
for himeelf,

Hox. Mr. PooLEY said he felt ‘convinced
that the high character of the Minister of
Education in this province had mnot been
affected by the attack made in the resolu-
tion moved by the leader of the opposition,
which appeared to be the product of the
envy, hatred and malice and uncharitable-
ness of the gentlemen on the opposite side.
He thought if vhese personal attacks were
to be continued, they should not be all on
one side, but the members supporting the
government might institute an inquiry into
the transactions of some of the hon. gentle-

property to sell, he / house. The government might admit that
the tax is inequitable, but hold that in the
present state of the public finances it is not
advisable to repeal it.
the ruling is sustained there should be 4
change made in the rules of the house 8o that
motions of this character will be in order
hereafter.
decision be not sustained.

He thought that if

He therefore moved that the

Hox. MR, DAvIE said that but for the

fact that Mr. Sword had been in such bad
company for so long he would be surprised
that he should have taken the ground just
stated. It wasa very weak argument, in
fact no argument at all, to say that the
house should not consider whether or not
such a motion would embarrass the govern-
ment
be embarrassed by any opinion expres-
sed by the house.”
business of the opposition to embarrass the
government, and they would allow no op-
portunity to do so to pass, but whether or

‘‘as this government would not

It was of course the

men  opposite, to ascertain, perhaps, what | not this was the case should have nothing to

rignt some of them might have to be in the
house at all. He thought the leader of the
opposition had in this matter put such a
smirch upon his political honor that all the
whitewash which conld be applied would
not efface it.

Mgz. 8worD supported the resolution on
the ground that the official position of the
minister and the surveyor should not have
been made use of, though he was not pre-
pared to say that there was anything wrong
with the scheme, 3 )

Mz. Kerre extolled Mr, Beaven' for his
action in this matter, and compared that
gentleman to Moses when he came down
from the Mount, saying that his face so
shone with holy light that the Attorney-
General sitting opposite could not look
upon it.

Dr. MiuNE denied that he had sub-
soribed to the fund for the insertion of the
prospectus in the Times. - As to the resolu-
tion, if it was not carrisd¥that would not do
any great harm, but the incident would
show how careful public men should be as to
the nse made of their official positions.

MR, CroFT spoke with reference to the
value of the estate, which he showed to be
anything but the worthless property which
it had been said to be.

MR. GRANT -thonght that a great deal

Monday. . -

do with deciding the present question. Mat-
ters of this sort- must be governed by prece-
dent, in order. that the proceedings of the
legislature may be carried on in an orderly
manner.

Hox. Mz. BEAVEN thought the Speaker

had overlooked the fact that it was simply
a resolution which had been introduced,
while the authority quoted in the decision
was based upon the introdaction of a bill.

HoN. MRr. PooLEY said the principle is

the same, whether applied to a bill or a re-
solution, and no private member has a right
to introduce a resolution interfering with
the incidence of taxation.

The motion was lost.
LEGAL PROFESSIONS ACT,
Hox. MR. DAviE moved for leave to in-

trodunce a bill intituled *‘An act vo further
amend the * Legal professions act.’

Bill read a first time ; second reading on

LABOR STATISTICS.
Mz. KerrHE movéd for a return show-

ing the names and addresses of all per-
sons t0 whom the commissioner and deputy
commissioner of labor statistics applied for
such statistics, and the replies and informa-
tion thus obtained ; and a detailed state-
ment of the expenditure incurred in connec-

more had been made out of the prospectus | tion with the working of the labor bureau
than ought to have been, and the only thing | act.

he saw to find fault with was the employ-
ment of Mr. Cammins, a government offi-
cial, to make a report upon the property.

Hox. CoL. BAKER—It was he who sur-
veyed the land.

MR. GRANT said that was no doubt how
it had ocourred, but he repeated that this
was the only matter for.regret in connection
with the business. He observed in the
prospectus ~ the- name of Sir Jos-
eph - Trutch, = which, he thought,
was a sufficient guarantee to everyome
in British Columbia of the honesty of the
proposition. He saw in this resolution an
attempt to hurt a man when he was down,
in financial ill-luck, and he for one wonld
not be a party to it, but would always be
found ready to lend a helping hand to any-
one in such a position.

Hox. MR. BEAVEN closed the debate with
a long address, justifying the publication of
the prospectus and his own course in . mov-
ing the resolution, He denied, however,
that he had subscribed two bits towards the
expense of the publication.

‘Motion agreed to.
MR.'GREER’S CLAIM.

MEe. SurrE moved: “ Whereas by the

unanimous report of a committee adopted
by ' the house on the
of April,
recommended to the
take into their earnest consideration the
advisability of issuing a crown grant of the
land comprised in pre-emption 1,003 to
Mr. Greer, or take such other steps as may
be proper to secure Mr. Greer’s title to the
land ; be it therefore resolved that a select
committee consisting of Messrs. Eberts,
Fletcher, McKenzie, Forster and ‘the mover
be appointéd to inguire whether the afore-
said recommendation has been carried out,
and  whether there is any, and if so what
reason why the same should not be carried
out, and to inquire generally into the subject,
with power to send for persons, books and

20th and 27th
it was respectfully
government to

1888,

rs, and report to this house.”
oN. MR. VERNON said he could not see

what good purpose would be served by the

he resolution was lost on the following adoption of the motion, as the matter had

division :
. Yeas—Messrs. Semlin, McKenzie, Sword,
Kitchen, Cotton, Milne, Beaven, Brown,
Forster and Keith—10.
Nays—Messrs. - Punch, Horne, Smith,
Watt, Baker, Davie, Vernon, Eberts, Stod-
dart, Booth, Adams, Pooley, Turner, Mar-
tin, Croft, Grant, Hall, Hunter, Rogers,
Anderson, Fletcher—21. :
The house adjoursed at 10:10 p. mi.

FOURTEENTH DAY.
Fripay, Feb. 9, 1894,
The Speaker took the chair at 2 p.m.
Prayers by Rev. 8. Cleaver. 5
PETITIONS,

The following petitions were read and
received :

From ** The Brunette saw mill company,
limited liability,” for a private bill to per-
fect their incorporation.—Mr. Croft.

From the- corporation of the township of
Chilliwack, ' validate a loan by-law re
drainage of Biy Prairie.—Mr. Kitchen.

From James H. Brownlee, G. F. Cairnie,
and Emil 8 Levi, for a private bill to
amend the ** Mount Tolmie Park and Cor-
ovnBBny railway company aoct, 1893.”—

ooth,

porate acts,—Mr. Eberts.
THE GAUVREAU EXPEDITION,

already  been considered in committee and
had also been dealt with in the courts.

Hon. MR. BEAVEN pointed out that the

preamble to the resolution is contrary to the
fact, as the committee report was not unani-
mous, there being a majority and a minor-

ity report.

HoxN, MR. DAvIE said as-far as he could

see from hastily looking into the record, the
preamble is incorrect as stated, and he
therefore recommended the withdrawal of
the resolution. = He did not see what good
it would do even if carried, as the land in
question has already been dealt with by a
crown grant. He felt, however, consider-
able sympathy personally for Mr. Greer,
and would be disposed to do what he could
in the matter if it came up again in some
other shape.

The resolution was withdrawn,
TAX ON MORTGAGES,
Dr. MILNE renewed his question relating

to the tax on mortgages ruled in order by
the Speaker yesterday.

Hon. MR. TURNER replied that the gov-

ernitent does not pro, making any change
in the personal propol:-:.y‘ tax this session.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS.
M=z. Sworb asked : What attention have

I'.‘rom the National electric lighting and | the government paid in giving out contracts
way company, limited, for a privaté'|for the new
bill to consolidate and amend their cor- opinion e

ment buildings to the
by this house on 1lth

April, 1893, that a clause should be inserted
in all contracts awsrded by the government

for the construotion of public works pro-
Mz, MoKenzie, from the select com-
mittee on' the G'luvrem expedition, re- nvinc:lknﬁthnt- * the wages of all laborers and

ported that the committee considered it ad-
visable to employ a stenographer to _take
down the evidenca.

Mgz, Boorn objected to any considerable
u&quu being incurred by the committee,
 THE SPRAXRER remarked that the matter

a8
under' consideration by the committes is a | 0l80%

ed workmen should be not less than

twenty cents per hour” ?

Hox. Mz. VERNON replied, referring Mr.

Sword to folio 129 of the Journals for 1893,
and stal

that the resolution there given
has no meaning ; nevertheless a
. contractors to submit lists

amend

req
;:{Env’o one, and it is of the greatest im. :f *mr flom and the P-y rolls whenever re-

b sty

& part of all government con-

- the, chair,

The Bouse went iato con
act and  births, d
act amendment bill,

. HoN. Mr. BEAVEN objecte
‘fion of the preamble, which
4¢ Whereas it ap that in

: -.gociet{ called the Salvation A
" -official persons known as com
staff officers, whose position

the said society are substanti;
‘those of clergymen and mis
-churches and religious denon
tioned in the 4th section of
Act.”” He said he had no in
this statement is in accord
Hfact.

Hox. MR DaviEk said it w
common notoriety. He migh
nection with the question whid
raised as to the advisability of
an act in almost precisely simil
been adopted by the Ontario
the last session.

Bill reported ; read a thi
passed,

LICENSES ACT.

The house went into comm
whole on the licenses act ame
Dr. Watt in the chair.

Bill reported ; read a thir,
passed.

FIRE ESCAPES,

Hox. MR. DAvVIE moved the
ing of the accidents by fire bill
Motion agreed to.

DELTA RAILWAY,

MR. PuNcH moved the second
the Delta & New Westminster
Motion agreed to.
GAME ACT,

MR. MARTIN asked thav the
second reading of the game bill
troduced be discharged, as in
of many requests he had recei
given notice of his intention
refer the matter to a comm
amendment had been that pra
should be protected up to the
tember instead of up to the 12
as at present. He would pro
the committee evidence thaf
mountain sheep had been killed
hides alone but for material wit,
feed hogs.

WIDE TIRE ACT,

Mgz. K1TCHEN moved the seco
of a bill to amend the wide tire
provide that the weight to be o
wagon- shall be regulated by t
the tire ; and also that wagons
session of farmers shall be exemp!
years 80 long as they are used fon
poses and not for teaming for h
was also & provision that any r
might by by-law defer the d
coming into force there.

HoN. MR. BEAVEN wished to
objection to the bill, relating as i
unwire provision which he had
fought for many years in this }
suggested that the house should
principle of carrying ‘‘on a divisi
tions to which all did not agre
having to take the names every ti
serve the record. ¢

HoN. Mz. Davie did not agree
Iast suggestion, as he thought it
daty of members having - decided
one way or the other to expi
the house instead of dissenting i

~He had himself been convinced of

. tage of.the -wide tire law from |

which he had heard in the house,

" ‘had taken a personal interest in th

As this subject had been discnssed
every one had notice that it was

become law sooner or later, and th
ed to be general content with the 4
had been passed until after the an
introduced by Mr. Kitchen last yes
as applied in that member’s distrid
to have given great dissatisfactii
gentleman now sought to amend hil
unfortunately in this did not confi
to his own locality, but wished to

law all over the province. The pi
that each vehicle should have at
inch of tire bearing on the ground

200 pounds carried, he thought

very unpopular and unjust. Th
was one which might best be left $d
trol of the municipalities, and he v

fore, opposed to the passage of the

MEz. SworD explained that the b
to allow a wagon with one-inch
bear 800 pounds, being 200 pound
of the four wheels.

- HoN. Mr. PooLEY said that was
not what the bill stated.

MR. HorNE opposed the bill,
thought sought to amend the ag
wrong direction. If it did not pe
his intention to bring in a measu
dealing with the subject.

The second reading was negal
division of 10 to 16.

WAGES AND SALARIES,

Mz. HorNE moved the second
the wages and salaries bill, which
that wages for three months shall
ferred claim in case of assignments.

HoN. MR DavIE spoke in suppe
measure, which he said was sim
Provisions to one which he had in|
several years ago,‘providing for suc
ence in case of seizures by the she;
thought it only jast that the labo
be secured the reward for his dail
#0 far as legislation could secure hir
bill i:n nf necessary complement b
now orce respecting seizures
sheriff, and nnder?l’:e law a8 at p

n have no protection what
‘©ept as ordinary creditors when an
ment for the benefit of creditors tak

Bill read a second time.
GAME PROTECTION,

Mg HaLr moved the second re
his bill to amend the game proteé
by section 8 of the act
in 1892, is object was to
the present restriction on the expa
deer but he wished it unde;
he did not wish to encourage the
deer for their hides, and would be
o vote for any amendment

actice. He did not think that
ried onat all to the extent stated
bon. gentlemen ; but he knew th
uorthern part of the province th
thonsands of deer kill by the n
babitants, who thus obtained the
article of food. The law p f

‘®Xport cannot be carried ont.
bally violated by 88pOD T
'aile respectable business oo 8

Kt

#n acourate ngorﬁ of the pro-
ceedings be nted to the house.
Roport adopied,
i | SONGHEES RESERVE.
Hox. Con, BAKER presented & return

tracts’; and that the following is a clause

in the government buildings ocontract :

* The contractor shall ' keep a pay roll

posted up on the works, with the names of i : o
all men engaged-on the building appearing ' mo to in

twenty minutes when at six o'clock the
house rose. T
Mz, KITcHEN resumed his ‘address, open-




