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ORgy &F THr MtBER INDIJSTRY IN
W .!PEG.

n terestiflg Mi", il chapter reiating to the

days ul iunib in Winnipeg is faund

Itcent issue cfi .ommerciai of that city.

,rir.g toi the pu,, e by the Kewvatin Lum-
company of the il lumber yard of Dick,

i.g C. thr, .î,nlerciai says

e transfer of D., iIanning & Co. 's business

ls recailectionis li carly days of the ium-
trae in iVinnipt As the cari>' history ai

country centres and Fort Garry (Winni-
50 niso docs t' eariy history of tho luni-
nindustry in tî li .wince. The first account

he oi the intro- i~(on1 of saw Mill machin-
was in the year i ). Mlchinery for a com-

saw and grist ftili %vas purchased in Chi-

and brought ilit-I the country in the year

d. The r-otive piower for the Mill cansisted
,S horse.pa'.i r-;,gine. The machincry was

sportcd acrOSS 'c counltry tram Chicago ta

mUssissippi river,% l. ereit was ioaded upon

miers and taken t'rp the river ta St. Paul, the
d of navigation (li the river. At St. Paul
machinery %vas iondcd upan wagons and

wvn by oxen across ta the head water of

Rcd river, wvhcre it wvas piaced upoh Onat

ts baiit for the purpoSe, and floated down ta
tnnipeg. On arriv:flg at Winnipeg the flat
ts were broken tip and the lumber ai which
y were composed wvas sald in the settiement.
is ivas the first lumber importcd inta the
tiement, and was the commiencement of what
erwvards grew tn he a very important trade.
the arrivai of tiîc machiner>' at Winnipeg the

rk o! ;ettiflg Up the pioneer miii wvas. corn-
nced, but awing- ta Iack ai knowviedge on the

of the operators, cansiderable difficulty was
eienced in miaking the machinery work.

aliy, hoivever, the miii wvas gat into working
er, and for a time did gond service in supplying
seulement ivith bath foeur and lumber. The
il ccupied a site within the present corporation
ils of the city of Winnipeg, in the vicinity ai
ewry' s brewery, and wvas operated by a cam-

ny of setiers. The investment, it is said, did
t prove profitable ta the praprietors, though
ere %vas aiways picnty ai wark ta be done, and
miii was frequentiy kept in aperatian nighit

il day. -The iogs sawn wvere the native timbers
the country, growing in the Winnipeg district,
d consisting af popiar, Onk, tamiarac and spruce.
e mil) %vas burneid in z862, and sa ended the

st miiling cnterpribe ina the settlement.
About the lime of the destruction of the pioneer
ili anotther miii was establit7hed by Andirew Mc-
ermot. This %vis isa a combined saw and grist
iii, and mvas lacatcd near the the spot wvhere
terwards were btiiit the Dick & Banning and
e Jarvis & Berridge milis, on~ the Red river.

'Le itS predecessor, this miii wvas aisa burned
wn, after serving the settiement for about L. n
ais.
About this tinl, tlie flat boat trade on the Red

jver wvas cammeti-'ng ta assume same imaport-
Sce, and lumber ,, weIl as other supplies were
ming in from 0- United States in this way.
w2vs also cust,-.-.ary ta seli the materdai of

yhich the Oat bo., . wvere composed for lumber,
sthe boats coulaI iot be taken back up streami
i dvantage. 1 .'n1bering an the upper Missis-

ippi had by thi, ;-%le develapcd ta a cansider-
bie extent, and *-aber wvas çoming intp Mani-

toba by the fiat boat route tramn thant quarter from
milis located nt Minneapois, Brainard and other
points on the Misssissippi river. With the con-
struction ai the Narthern Pacifie r4ilway the
lumber was carried ta Moorcead, anad tiience
braught down the river Ia Winnipeg. W. J.
McAuiey, of St. Paul, was the first ta go inta
this business extensiveiy. Irn 1873 lie brought
the first stock ai lumnber af impdrtance into the
settlement, which wvas raitcd dovra the river as
describeci. During the faiiowing summer Mc-
Auiey & Co. cammenced the erectian af a saw
miii at Winnipeg. This miii was soid ta jarvis
& Berridge in 1879, but shortiy aitcrwards svas
biown up and destrayed. lit liad a capacity ai
30,000 to 35,000 ect per day. A new miii was
built and a company iormed, cailed the Winnipeg
Lumber Co., which succeeded jarvis & Berridge.
The new company came into business at a criti-
cal time, when the lumber business wvas gaing
clown with the cnliapse ai the Ilboom." The
company did not prove a success, and the prop-
erty scon passed inta the hands ai the batiks
wvhich had advanced money ta the prajectars.
The machiner>' ai this mil] was soid and moved
ta other points, same to Rat Partage. It was
the largest Miii ever estabiished in Winnipeg,
and had a capacity of about zao,aoo feet daily,
with battery of five bo*Uers, and 25o ta 300 horse-
paver.

The lumber firmn af Dick, Banning & Ca.
date their commencement ai operations here tram
the year 1872. Mr. Dick, wha had visited the
cauntry during the previous year ta look aver
the situation, returned trami Ontaria in 1872,

with :nachinery for a portable miii. The ma-
chinery arrived by flat boat fram Maorehead, and
the cost ai transporation fram St. Paul was
$1,4b0.7o. The miii building wvas burned some
years ago, but the machinery had been remaved
previaus ta the destruction of the building. Mr.
Dickiarmed a partnership with the late W. W.
Banning, wha died in 1885. The Mill vas aperated
Up ta 1882, when the firm baughit aut a miii wvhich
had been established at Keewàtin, Lake ai the
Woods, by W. J. McAuley. The Winnipeg miii
vas then ciased and the madhincry maved ta
Keewatin, and a portion wvas sold ta establish a
miii in the Rocky Mountains. The timber srwvn at
the Winnipeg miii -..:ts such as the district affard-
cd. The firmn also aperated a Miii an Lake Win-
nipeg for a whiie, vhere they built a miii inl 1878,
but soid at a iew years later. This firm braught
the first lumber tramn eastera Canada ta Manitoba,
eariy in the seventies. It came in bond via Du-
luth, thence by the Narthern Pacific railvay ta
Moorehead, and tram the latter place it ivas
brought dawn the Red river ta Winnipeg. This
firm imported lumber and building materiais from
Minneapoi . and ather points iargely, espccialiy
during the "boom " days, during which time it
was aimost impossible ta keep up with the de-
mand. Ina 1882 the firm brought ira îo,aoa,ooo
feet, and paid neari>' $îSo,ooo in frcight that
year. These wvere the haicyon days for the
lumber trade ina Winnipeg, when purchaser!,
stood an guard waiting for a crx ai lumber ta
arrive, when it would be gabbied up, regardiess
oi price, and aiways for cash dawn. The trade,
however, made up for it during the folîawing
years, when stocks were greatiy ina excess af de-
mand and prices were cut dawi. ta uraprofitabie
figures. Before the Ilboom " periad prices ai

commun lumber ranged about $25 per MI. Dur-
ing the '< boom"i periad prices %vent up1 ta $30
per MI. fur cammon lumber, but aCter that pcriod
dcclined ta $'S ta $t8 per M.

In the ycar 1882 J. R. Sutherlnnd buiit a mii
at St. Boaniface, acroLs the river trami Winnipeg.
The Mill vas a vcry gond one, and liad a capnc.
ity ai 60,0oo ta 70,000 <cet. It was a double
circular miii, and vas dcstroycd by fire in
Z884. In 1882 D. E. Sprague built a miii iii
Winnipeg, single circular, with a cnPacity O a40,-
ana ecet ina ten haurs. This Mill is the aniy ane
wvhich lins been in aperatian here ai late ycars,
and it has been apcratcd cvery ycar since cstab-
Iiihed cxcept during anc scasan. The iogs
sawn at ttîis iii came front the Red Lake dis-
trict ai Minnesota, daovn the Rcd River, and saine
gond iags aire aisa sectired an the Rasscau
river ina Manitoba. The timiber is pine. There
is littie limber in Manitoba tributary ta Winnipeg
nov. On the Rasseau river, a tributary of the
Red river, ina Manitoba, there formeriy was a
considerable pine cauntry, but this is naw ncariy
exhaustcd.

This sketch covers brielly the main points can-
nectcd vith iumhering at WVinnipeg. With the
canstruction ai the Canadian Pacific railway
eastward frin Winnipeg ta Lake of the Woods,
the centre af the lumbering îndustry vas cstab-
iishcd at the Lake ai the Waods tavras ai Rat
Portage and Keewatin. A number ai milis have
been establisheu at these points, and for miany
ycars the Lake ai the Woods nîiiis have renîained
the principal source af the lumber supply for
Manitoba and the prairie regian bordering Mani-
toba ta the west. Supplemientary lumbcr stip-
plies are dravra from such districts as Lake
Winnipeg and other timber regians in the north-
erra part ai Manitoba.

Present indications point ta a revival ai tue
iumbering indlustry at Winnipeg. The improve-
ment ai the St. Andrev' s rapids, nov under vay,
wvili permit ai bringing iags up the Red river front
Lake Winnipeg ta the city, and this niay pos-
sibly be taken advantage of ta some extent ta
bring iogs from the timiber country tributary ta
the lake ta this city for sawing. The construc-
tian af the South-eastern raiiway iromn Winnipeg
ta the Rainy river country is another imparL-
ant tactor wvhich promises ta aid in reviving thc
lumber miiiing industry here. The Rat Partage
Lumber Ca. -the iargest institution af the kind
ira the west, operating severai milis a&. the Lake
ai the Woods-has aiready m4de arrangements
ta estabish a miii in Winnipeg. This new miii
wvill be ira aperatian, it ib expccted, next spring,
and the iogs for the miii %viii be braught fram thc:
Ram>' river district, aver the Southeastera rail-
way. Thus Winnipeg promises ta once more re-
gain ta some extent at ieast same prominence
as a lumber manufacturing centre for Manitoba.

Thc operation of cutliing down an elm tree over thrcc
feet in diamocier at Jatcksonville, MI., by nicans af %vires
beated hy elcctricity, w.is!àuccebbful, thlîoîgl slow. The
r.autely devicc consisied of a jiecQ ai 7-sIr.tnd No. iG
iran wire connecied witl, an clectric liglit circuit. Jirec
of the straîîds bcing removcd ta, afford air sixice witiin
the cable. The current tused was troll 120 10 135
aniperes, thc voltage at te nmachaine bcmng varicd fronî
ga to 1,5. Afier the wiC bec.ie lie4tcd il %%as I)ullkd
back and forth lîke a cr05,. cut a. and in thi,. manie it
burned lis way througi ilie ire, lIîe lime cosbi.ned brig
2 liours andl io mnutes.
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