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TUE WORK 0F LEGISLATIOX.

To legisIate is to nik laws-to exercise a power of fcar-
fui import-a power attendcd with vitaîl consequences to
Socety.

Wc lire told by BlIachkstonc that the only foundution ofso-
cietv consista of the waants und fears of' iîîdividuals. This
is truc ii ali1noat every state of Society; so out of the aantï
and fears of individuais, arises the business of' lcgislation.

IVItn inen in the first state of Society iivcd en roots
and herbs; when in the second, they lived by Iiinting;
when in the third, they lived by flocks and lieras; wheni
in the fourth, they livcd by agriculture-.-legislation was
simple and its responsibility light. But when we find
agriculture and mianufactures ronibined ; when. we find
thiese great intcrcsts of' Society surrounded by a phantasma-
goria of' lesser interests; wlien we find flot only varions
nmaterial interests, but various social and political interests
coniflicting ; when we fiud rival tradea, rival creeds, and
rival interests of every kind; we have forced upoii us soute
idea, thougli a confuscd oue, of the nature and digitity, the
utility and imuportance of law inaking.

Wherever tho will of the ruler, as dist;nct frout thse peo-
ple, is thse ]aw of the land, there eau segrccly bce freedoîn.
.Neither in Great Britain lior nny of lier dependencies, does
sueli a state of things exist. The British constitution uot
oriiy nmakes the people the objeet of legisiation, but in a
great nieasure tho source of it,-uot, only tho source of' it,
but in a great ineasure thse autiser of it. De Lolie lias
wisely said that the basis of thse English constitution, the
capital priliciple on *which all others depend, is tbat the
legislative power belongs to Parliainent.

And what is Parliament? The sanie cnlightcncd writer
tells us that the constituent parts of Parliamnt, aie the
King, thse Lords, and the Coinulons. So in a modificd
forai à thse Parliamcaet of Ca aada. Though we have not

thse Monarcs lit person, iave have lier reprusentsitive.
'lioti-li iave liave îot the lordîs. 'ie ]lave our legisl:îtive
eoiiiiil or nascîîbly of' lien of' hli, (IilIcL on î o
terni of office. And lhas9t, tiionis flot lenast ive have thse
veritable Cotiînîoîî,-tlie real Sino l'tre of poplilar in-
tcrcsts. In tlus Province, as in 1England, thtere are thîrc
constituent parts of I>arlinnnt. Eneli lias a necative on
the aets of the other. lieiice each is independenît of' thse
others andi cannmot lie nfi'cted by thlein, uiilcss tlîroigli its
oavn deliberatc choice. Eitlîer Iloti." may originale a
tilcisure, but the cther nîay veto it. Vie Quîeen's repre-
sentative inqn veto it thouglu it hâve rcccived the approval
Of botit leuses. 1 t a by titis admnirablie picce of' iiachinlery
tlîat our laws arc mnade, our liberties prescrved, anid our
propcurties protected.

Wte do tiot intcnd to trace thse growth of thse popular
cement in E ngiziid,-wec bave that to thse Student of lus-
tory. Nor do we inteîîd te niaintain thiat the people are
thse all in aill,- wae leave that to thse poitieni trimmîer or
popular declaimier. WVe do nlot propose to hold forth on
thse oniinip)otenice-the justice-the infallibility of publie
opiniou-we leave that to others wlîose îsuiasion is difilèrent
frn ours. <Jontrary to the «,Cncrally rcceived belief, we
Subîîîlit. that public opinion, that le, thse opinion of thc peo-
pbe,-of the wisoie people, is not ini ail cases thse origilà of
legislation. So far brous this beisîg the case, in few instances
only can we trace thse origin of our itiost useful statutes
to popular clameor or popular demanda. Tie bulk of legis.
lation-ali that it is realiy practical in legislation-is
conîposed of a nuinber of unpretending statutes which issue
silesîtly front thse Queen's 1rintersa und sire searce known,
exccpt by tiiose whous they dircctly affect. The brtth-
place of this extensive class of' laws is not to bc disco-ercd
in publie opinion. Society ut large, it has beicct wchl said,
ia too selfisýi to provide for Society ini detail, anîd if' io
legisiation tuok place as to parts, except 'aviat is denînnded
by thse whole, seo iQty would perish in detail, whîile it Lkpt up
a voi;y and shoivi existencein fronst. JtL i-a îli lacy thori to
lmsert, as soule persons do, that a particular nicissure is neot
nedcd because thse people have not pctitioned for it. Tie
people tbough having a great interest in, do nlot at ail tiînes
forsnaily ask for legisbation.

Still no part of thse comnsunity, no class, no individuasl
caui obtain a law vithout thse lissent of the wvliole comuiunity.
This musent is given by parliamcntary representatives.
Each rimember of Parliarneat is not only a representative of
a particular constituency, but of thse whole people. Thse
absurd practice nientioncd by De Tocqucville in bis IlOld
Reg,,ime" of inbers of the third estate recciving cahiers or
writtcn instructions frein tiseir constituents no longer exista
eve iniFrance. Nay more in tisa Unittd Provinces of thse
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