JUVENILE ENTERTAINER

aimously affirm, and without the loast vnrmuon'lhnt they gather together from all parts o it,
n thets uccounts, that when they row out sove-{and kaep for that purpose directly over the kra

ral miles to soa, particularly (n wie hot summer!ken: he then opens his arms or horos, seizea
days, and, by thesr situation (which they know |and swallowes his wolcome guests, and converts
by taking a view of bertaws punts of land, ex.{them, after the due time, by duicutinn, into a
pect to find 80 or 100 fathoms uof water, 1t often|bait for other fish of the same kmd. [ relute
bappens that they do not (ind above 20 or 30,)what 18 affirmed by many; but} cannot give so
and sometimos less. At these places, they go. ) certain assurance of this particular 08I can of
nerally find tho greatest number of fish, especi- 1 the oxistence of this surprising croature, though
ally cod and ling. There lines, thev say, are.l do not find any thing in it absalutely contrary
no sonner out, than they mny draw them upito nature. As we can hardly expect an oppor

with the hoaks all full of fish; by this, they judgeitunity to examine this enormous sea animal
that the krakeu 1s at the bottam. They sayiahve,I am the more couceraed that pubady
tins creature causes these unnatural shullows'embraced that opportumty, which, according to
mentioned above, and prevents their soundung itho following account, once did, and perhaps
These the fishermen are always glad to find,!never more may offer, of secing it entire when
loocking upon them as a meuns of thew takingtdead. Tha reverend M Friis, consistorinl as |
abundanece of fish. ‘There sre sometimes 20 sessor, minister of Boadoen, in Nordland, and!
boats or more got togather, throwing out thesr) vicar of the college for promnting Chyristian
lines at a muderate distauce from each other, knowledge, gave me, al the latter end of lost
and the only thiag they have to obscrve is,!year, when he was at Boergea, this reiation,
whether the depth continues the sames, which which I deliver again on his credit. In the year
they know by their lines, or whether it graws!1680, a kraken, perhaps a young dnd careless
shallower, by their seeming to have less water 1one, came into the water that runs between the
1{this last be thacase, they find then the kraken ' rocks und ckffs in the pansh of Alstshaug, though
is raising umself nearer the surface, and then'the general custom of that creature is ta keep
it is no ime fur them to stay any longer; they always several lcagues from land, and there

immediately leave off fishing, take to their oars, fore, of course, they muat dia there. It happen-
and get away as fust as they can. Vhen they ed that its extended long arme or antennw,
have reached the uscal depth ot the place, and, which tins creature seems to use hike the snml,
find themsclves out of danger, they he uponiin turning about, cavght hold of gome treos
their oars, and, in a few mmutes alter, they see/standing near the water, which might easmly
this enormous monster come up o the surface have heentorn up by the roots; but, besides
of the water. He there shows hunself suffict- this, as it was (ound afterwards, he entangled
ontly, though Ins whole body does not appear, imself in some openings or clefis in the rock,
which, in all ikelihood, ne human eye ever be.'and therein stuck so fast, and hung so unfortu-
held, excepting in the case of one of the young nately, that he could not work himself out, but
of this specics, which shall afjerwards be spoken® perished and putrefied on the spot. The cur-
of.  Its buck or upper part, waich seems to be ! cass, which was a long while decaying, and fil

10 appearance about an  English mile and a half|ed great part of the narrow channel, made it
1 circunference—somr say more, but I choose!almost impassable by its intolerable stench.”
the least for greater cerla.nty—looks at first' The animal seen by the reverend Donald Ma-
ke a number of small slands, surrounded with|clean, of Smail Isles, and attested by him in a
somethung that flouts and fluctuates like sea- letler to the Wernenen Naturat Histary Society
weed<. Ileto and there, e large rising is ob-!of Edinburgh. though not guile so large as the
served, like saud banks, on which various kinds Norwegian kraken, certamly tends to confirm
of small fishes are seen conunually leaping'a belief that, with due allowance for exaggera.
nbout, ull they roll off 1ato the water from the 'tion, monsters of a laiger size than philasophy
sides of it. At last, several bright pownts or'has dreamed of, really do exist in the Northern
horns appear, which grow thicker and thicker!seas,or,in the well-expressed phrase of dactor
the hugher they rite above the surfuce of the' Barclay, in his paper relating to this animal,
warer, and somelines they stand up as Iigh. that there are “grounds sufficient to awaken
and large as the masts of middlesized vessels.  the cutiosity of naturalists, who, it were to be[
It seemsthese are the creature’s arms; and 1t wished, were always men of accurate descrimi-!
is smd, if they wero to lay hold of the largest, nation and sound judgment, not prone to indulge
man of war, they would pull it down o the bot-11n a passion for the marveileus, nor rpt te e
tom After this monster has been on the surface:infected with the sily conceut, that the know

of the water a short tune, 1t begins slowly to.ledge of nature is already so complete, thai
sink agawn, and then the dangeris as great as. hitle of importance remains to be discovered ”
Lefure, because the motion of tus sinking causes (Transactions of . N. H. S, 431) Mr

such a swell in the sea, and such an eddy orjMaclean’s account 18 not a httle curtous ¢ Ac-
whtlpriol, that it drans every thing down with, cordingly to my best recollection,” rays he, «1
it.” Théarms abave described are ronjectur-isaw it in June, 1808, not on the coast of Eigg,
ed to bo tentoruia, and the kiaken itself to bo an but on that of Coll. Rowing eloeg that coast,
enormnus polypus. Besdes thuse arms, the I observed, at about the drstance of haifa mile,
great Creator has also given this crcature a,an object to windward, which gradually excited
strong and peculiarscent, which it can emit at,astomshment. At first view, 1t appeared bile a
cortam times, and by mcans of which it beguiles,small rock. Know:ng there was no rock in that
#nd draws other fish to comne in hieaps about 1t.” ) situauion, I fixed my eyes onit close. Then I
During many monthe, the kraken 1s contioually saw it elevated considerably above the ievel of
employed i eating; dunng many others, 10 car-the sea, and, after a slow movement, distinctly
rying on tho very last process which succeeds lpercewed onc of its ey2s. Alarmed at the un
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monster in the warld. It°is round, flat, and full

digestion; and this operation is. 8o phentiatly
of branches. Tho Norwegian fishermen unnas

agrecable to * tho smelland taste of other fishes,
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I

!
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o e
usual .ﬁpénu)nce und‘magn;lbdér\of the animal,

I steered so as to bo at no great dustance from
the shore. Wheo wuearly ina Ine beiwixt n
and the the shoro, the monster, directing uy
head, which still continued above water, towards
us, plunging vielently under water, Certan
that he was in chese of us, we plied hatd to gar
ashoro. Just as we lesped eut on a rock, tak.
ing a station as high as we conventently could,
we saw it comng rapidly under water towards
the stern of aur boat. When within a few yardy
of the boat, finding the waier shallow, 1t raised
is monster-head above water, and, by a winding
coursa, got, with apparent difficulty, - elear of
the creek whore our baat lay, and where the
monster seemed 0 danger of being embayed.
It coutinued to move off with its head abovs
water, and with the wind, for about half a mle,
boture we lost sight of it., fts head was rather
broad, of a form somowhat oval, s neck some.
what smoller, its shoulders—if I can so term
them —considerably broader; and thence 1t
tapured towards the tai, which last «t kept pret.
ty low it the water, se that a.view of it could not
te taken so distinctly as I wished. It had no
fin that I could perceive, and seemed to me to
move progressively by undulations up and down,
Iis length [ behieved to be from 70 to 80 feet,
When nearestlo me, it did not raise its head
whully atove water, so that, the neck being un.
der t could perceive nc shining filaments there.
on, if it had any. Its progressive mntion under
water | tosk to be rapid, from the shortness of
tme it took to come up to the boat. When the
heaa was above water, its motion was not pear
so quick:and when the head was most elavated
it appeared evidently to take a view of distant
objects.  About tho time I saw i, it was seen
about the island of Cannn. The crews of 18
fislung hoats, I am told, were so much terrified
at its appearance, that they, in a budy, fled from
it to the neatestereck for safety. On the pas-
sage from Rum to Canna, the crew of one boat
saw it coming towards them with the wind, and
its head abovethe water. OUne ofthe crew pro-
nounced s head aslorge as a hutle boat, and
each of its eves as large as = plate, The men
were much terrified, but the monster offered
them no molestation. (fd. 442).—The appear-
ance described by Mr. Meclean calls to mind
the sea-serpents which have been so often re-
ported, of late yesrs, as seen on the coast of
New England. Vhatever may be the animel
which has given rise to these stories, the kraken
described by Pontoppidan can hardly be suppos-
edtobea real existence. The story probably
grew out of the appearance of islands which have
risen abovo the surface of the sea, acd become
again submerged, ar of rocks only visible at
particular seasons, or of floating islands, &c.
‘The young kraken which he describes was pro-
bably some large sea-mouster,whose appearance
had become much exaggerated in the courss of
narration.

.

)

Encyclopadia fAmericana.

SACRED HISTORY.
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ELIJAH, My Gopo Jruovan; Elas the
Tishbite, anative of Gilead, and noted prophet.
About A. M. 3092, he assured king Ahab, thet
for several years there should be nesther dew
nor ram, but as he pleased to pray for 1. The
Yrought began. Directed of God, Ehjeb con-
cealed himself by the brock Cherith nearthe




