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Ter New Couxry Jrpers' Criwital Courts,

snd speed in administration, if not the steady

tide of human progress has opened to us
sounder and better ways of dealing with legal
procedure. The first great step was in the
establishment in Upper Canada of a complele
system of local administration which provided |
crown prosecutors in every judicial district in |
the country, & body of o:ﬂcers, trained men, ;
taken from the bar, appointed by the Crown,
and directly under the Government, to con-
duct and direct prosccutions against persons
charged with crime.  Since the federation of
the British American Provinces, trial by jury
in Ontario has been seriously curtailed by two
acis of Parliament, and the idea seems to be
gaining ground, that the mode of disposing of
cases both civil and criminal by a judge alone |
will be the rule rather than the cxeeption,
and that the Benthamite idea of * single sented
Jjustice’’ will supersede the jury tribunal, which
muny in the present day believe fails in most
cages {o answer uny valuable purpose.

The design of the act before us shortly
stated, is this: to secure the trinl of persons
charged with crime with the least possible
delay and at the least possible expense. Not
that proceedings are intended to be hurried :
furward with reckless and indecent haste, or,
to use the language of Mr. Justice Gwynue's !
address, elsewhere appearing, that “aslipshod
mode of administering Justice, whick is far '
from the ir*eation and design of the act, and
which would mar itz provisions and deform
its symmetry,” should prevail, No; on the
contrary, it was manifestly intended that the ¢
tribunal estabiished under the act should ful.
low & procedure ruited to “single seated jus-
tice," and ealeulated on the one hand, (o gunrd,
a3 fur ag possible, against a failure of justice, |
and, on the other, preserse 1o persons
charged with eriines all proper safeguards
against indefinite charges as well as {o pre-
veut too hasty proveedings aguiost thom,  In |
esplaining the powers and purposes of the |
new tribunals, we shall speak of them as
their practics hus been elaborated in detall, .
under & uniform cude of rules in force iu ;
every county in Ontario.  On annther oo !
casion, we purpese spenking in respect to |
these rules, devised by the thres senior mem- |
bers of the Board of Couniy Judges, and
which, under the fostering approval of the
Attornpe.dienernl, are now the law of the |

everal ot i

, districts, each composod of one or m

© sittings are appointed, bt the eonrt sits from

T way as i other ¢

- nature of the charge, extends to * all offenes

. eeery erome, 2hort ar'a capital Felony, knoes -
ot the Laie ;) and

. commilted to ganl on such charges and a®

It is & matter of regret, we think, thyt
new law has not force all over the Domigf
that it has been extended only to this
vince and the Province of Quebee. W,
not know® how the Maritime Provinss’
circumstanced ; but for thiz Provines, ss
be expected, thu act has ¢ pecullar Filivi
Ontario is divided into thirty-six judi

countics, with a rezsident judge in each jml\.
cial d\-tmt who presides over all the lgm
courts, civil and criminal therein, each wiiy
compiete court establishment, with Sherip =
and other ministerul oflicers, & court housg,
and gnol, as in ¥n lish countier, and wity
moreover, a local ollicer, whom they have not
in England, « doeal crown prosceutor, to b,
charge of and conduet eriminal prosecutions
in cach judicial district. 1 this Provine,
therefore, the aet comes iuto full operatio
without complication or disturbance of exiat.
ing institutions, amd s, it seems to us, in ope.
sensg, the necessary compliment to the exesh
lent system which was intreduesd by Sir Joha
A. Macdonald by the Couny Urown Attoraey
Act.

By the act now under cunsideration, eh
Ineal judge in Ontarie sitting under the peec
visions of the statute, and for cvery purpes
connected with or relating to the trisd of offen
ders, is crented a court of reeord. No regule

Ty

time to time as oeension may require. The
Cleck of the Pesee ix appointed (o ant as ek
of the court, and the sheritl acts in the ame
tninal eourts,

Phe jurietiction of the vourt, as respectathy’ |

for which & prisoner may be tried at a Gengal
Session of the Petee,™ ity other wonidy, to noarly

i convicted, * such sontuw
a2 the laws allows and the judge thinks right”
moy he passed upen the eonvicted persit
The jurisdiction, however, is Hinited (o persei
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senting to be tried by the judge.
The proesdure iz this: within twenty B8
hours afler & prisoner is committed to gaol 1 5
trinl upon any such charge, the sheritl nob 3
fies the judge of the fact, and when the bl
prosecutor is ready 1o procesmd {having recdvis
and examined the depocitions and pﬁﬁg
w hivly the law reguires to b tatd before KR



