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ed an expedition againft Louilbourg in great forward*

nefs, flie made the beft of her way to carry immediate

advice thereof to France ; and a fquadron jnder the

command of M. Perrier was foon fitted out from Breft

for the relief of Louilburg; la Renommee failed in this

fquadron, (he was an exquifite failor, and at length taken

by the Dover, 1747.

In May the f Vigilant, a French man of war of 64
cransand 560 men, with a good land -fall, inftead of go-

ing diredlly into the harbour of Louifbourg, attacked a

Britiih man of war of 40 guns, the Mermaid, capr.

Douglafsi this prudent officer by a runningfight decoy'd

the French fhip into the clutches of commodore Warren

in the Superbe of 60 guns; in company were alfo the El-

tham of 40 guns, the Maflachuffcts frigate of 20 guns,

f Commanded by M. le Marquis de la Maifon Forte, fon-in-Iaw

to M. Chiconeau firft phyfician to the French king. This gentleman

was too raih in firing ; as he met with BritiOi men of war, he (hould

have made the beft of his way to port, and only have put his men
in a pofture to prevent boarding, without firing, which ftops the

I Ihip's way, and have received the fire of our fhips filcntly. Not-
I
withilanding this mifcondu^l, the marquis was a man of good fenfe

I

and obfervation ; he made this good remark, that the French officers

I ofLoui/bourg, in bad policy, hindered the Englilh from viewing at

all times the ilrength of their forts ; becaufe if the Englilh had been
well informed of its ftrength, the moft fanguine, ralh, wrongheaded

Iperfon, ifnot a natural fool, could not have imagined fuch a redudlion

I

without regular troops, and without artillery ; our proper cannon
|(the 10 guns of 1 81b. fhot lent us from New York excepted) were

i, old, and honey-comb'd, 4 of them fplit in firing. He further

Iwell obferved, that our allowing the French ofHcers prifoners freely

jtovicw Bofton and the country of New England, would cfFeftually

Idifcourage and forbid any French attempt to invade a country fo

|well peopled.

Here we may obferve, that the warlike names of the French men
nf war, found more elegant, proper, and bold, than the Hat appella*

pons of the Britifh men of war, by the names of counties, towns,
ind perfons : for inftance, in the French navy there are, le Terrible,

rArdent, le Fougueux, le Mars, le Neptune, le Jalbn ; le Vigilant,

leGloire, la Renommee, &c. In the Englifh navy our names are

m, the Kent, the Devonlhire, the Cumberland, the London, the E-
jinburg, the Chcftcr; the Prince Frederick, the Princefs Mary, the
Vager, &c.
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