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dotaclimenU may occasion in the detail of militarj duty, are quettions for the

judgment of Her Miyesty't Government Hut, with this exception, it Mems to

be understood that this country ia only to garrison the forts, and that for any
additional force the provinces are to rely on themselves. If this view has not yet

been carried into full effect, the time aud mode of doing it must depend on the

discretion of Her Miyosty's Government.

AUSTBALIAN CoLONIBS.

In this group, and although dwelling in different Colonies, yet the minority of
them in close neighbourhood, there are now no loss than one million of settlers.

It is needless to say that they can be in no danger of subjugation, lliat European
power would be very strong which undertook to conquer a million of Englishmen
living at the antipodes. But they very properly dosiro to protect themselves

against partial descents, and injury to their homes aud property, and since the

rumours of European wars they have shown great ardour and resolution on the

sulyect. It would be the greatest mistake, in my opinion, to doubt the spirit and
the self-reliance of any of our large Eurofiean settlements.

In the Australian Colonies the principle has been laid down that after fixing a
number of troops to be assumed as the quota required for Imperial purposes, all

additional force sought for by the local governments should be paid for (provided

that this country can spare them) by the Colonies them^ielves. Accordingly, four

companies have been assigned to New South Wales and four to Victoria, and
those Colonies are to pay for the whole of the expense beyond that strength.

South Australia has just atked for troops, and has been apprised that it must
submit to the same rule, which there seems no reason to expect that it will

dispute. Tasmania does not pay, because it still comprises a large population of

convict origin, and it has Itecn thought fair that its security should be provided

for at the Imperial charge. For how long a time and to what extent this ground
should continue to be admitted will bo practical questions, on the recurrence of

each successive }ear, for the discretion of Her Miyesty's advisers. In Western
Australia tliere are only a company of the line, part of a company of Sappers, and.

a few enrolled pensioners, employed to guard English convicts.

Nbw ZxALAno.

Setting aside convict settlements, this is the only Colony connected with the

Australian group to which the principle has not been applied that an English

quota being fixed, all additional troops are to bo defrayed from local sources.

New Zealand has hitherto been less wealthy than the others, and is in peculiar

circumstances on account of its aboriginal inhabitants. The proportion of Europeans
to Maories is, however, continually increasing, and the longer that our rule is

maintained in tranquillity, the more nuist the natives be supposed to become
confirmed in habits of peace and order. This would bo a reason for reducing the

Imperial garrison, and for entrusting the security of the European inhabitants chiefly

to their own prudence and justice in dealing with the natives in time of quiet, and
to their spirit in case of disturbance. On tlie other hand, if a premature or exces-

sive diminution of troops should be followed by disaster to our countrymen in

New Zealand, public opinion would probably condemn the measure. Between
these conflicting considerations, it appears to me to be the task of statesmen to

divine the course which may be best suited to the circumstances of the time at

which they have to form their decision.

The Mbuitbrranean Dbpbndenciks.

Thebb speak for themselves ; they are garrisoned for Imperial purposes. The
Ionian Islands are bound by convention, executed under the Treaty of Paris, to

contribute a yearly sum of 25,000 /. towards their military expenses, and Malta
contributes a sum of 6,200 /.

The West Indies.

On this group I have stated by anticipation some of the general views which
seem to mc to deserve consideration. The West Indian Colonies are divided

into two military commanda: first, Jamaica, and secondly, the Windward and
Leeward


