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There is no subject in wbjich th««reat fiSj^fly of maa-
kind have a dee{>er interest, than that of meoitiiiM; to

lessen the sum of human suffering by alleviating poui»

and removing' those diseases that all are subject to, is •
duty of the greatest importance of any undertaking thai

man can engage in. Health is the greatest blessing

that can be enjoyed in this life; and tu be dejjiiriTed of
it, takes away all our pleasures and comforts, and makes
every thing in this world appear a dreary waste. Thia
will readily be admitted by every one; but in what maiH
ner disorder can best be removed or prevented, is a sub*
ject that has engaged the attention of many wise mea^
who have existed m different ages, from the earliest

times to the present day, without, as we humbly con-
ceive, very much benefitting mankind by their labors.

Their inquiries, it would seem, have been directed to

the investigation of visionary theories, of the form and
curious construction of the body and members, up<m
mechanical principles; to the neglect of what is oiT the

greatest importance, a correct and useful practice by<a
direct application to the cause of disease. This ia|||U}

pursuing a shadow, and losing sight of the substaiobe;

for there are certain causes and effects in the works of
creation, that are beyond the comprehension of man, and
the general principles of animated nature are as correct-

ly knoMrn by the whole human family, as by the most
wise and learned.

In the different sges of the world, the medical faculty

have been very prolific in forming systems of the theory

and practice of medicine. One man builds up a system


