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has generally l)eon filtered into tlio mind slowly, and has

conic from the nnconscions stndy of many years. An
Enu'lishman handles a newspaper for a qnarter of an lionr

daily, and (hiilv cxchanLies some few woi'ds in ])olitics with

those around him, till drop hy drop the ])leasant sprin,t;"S

of his liberty creep into his mind and water his heart
;

and thus, earlier or later in life, accoi'din^i;" to the nature of

his intelli.uence, he understands why it is that he is at all

])oints a free man. l*ut if this he so of our own |)olitics ;

if it Ix; so rare a thinii,' to iind a foreiiiner who under-

s.tands them in all ,t)ieir niceties, why is it that we arc

so confident in om* remarks on all the niceties of tliose of

other n.ations?

I hope that I may not be misunderstood as saying* that

we should not discuss foreign politics in our i)ress, onr

jiarliament, om* public meetings, or our private houses.

Iso man could be mad enough to pi-eacli such a doctrine.

As regards our parliament, that is probably the ]»est British

school of foreign politics, seeing that the subject is not

there often taken up l)y men who are Jibsolutely ignorant,

and that mistakes when made are subject to a correction

whicli is both rough and ready. The press, though very

liable to erroi', lal)ours hard at its vocation in teaching

foreign ])olitics. and spares no expense in letting in day-

light. If the light let in be sometimes moonshine, excuse

may easily be made. Where so much is attemi)ted, there

must necessarily be some failure. But even the moon-
shine does good, if it be not oftensive moonshine. What
I would dejirecate is, that aptness at reproach which we
assume;—the readiness with scorn, the quiet words of

insult, the instant judgment and condenmation with Avhicli

we are so inclined to visit, not the great outward acts, but
the smaller inwai'd politics of our neighbours.

And do others spare us? wdll be the instant reply of all

who may read this. In my counter reply I make bold

to place myself and my country on very high ground, and
to say that w^e, the older and therefore more experienced

peoi)le as regards the United States, and the better

governed as regards France, and the stronger as regards
all the world beyond, should not throw nuid again even


