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4. NAVAL H ISTO RT
as foon as he was feated on the throne. A war in which

all Europe was engaged, and engaged in point of interefl

;

for the ambitious defigns of Lewis XIV. were now fo evi-

dent, that even the powers, leaft inclined to a£tion, found

tuemfclves obliged to provide for their own fafety, by en-

tering into a confederacy for the more cflfeilually oppofing

the encroachments of that afpiring prince. The French

king, on the other hand, inflead of difcovering any dread

of this formidable alliance, began firft ; by falling upon the

empire, and declaring war againft Spain, at the fame time

that he provided for his ally, king 'James, whom he

fent over into Ireland, with a confiderable force, efcorted

by a fleet of twenty-two fail of men of war •>.

It was upon this occafion, that the ill management in

the two laft reigns, in refpe<Sl to the correfpondence held

between our princes and the French king, manifeftly ap-

peared, by the prodigious growth of his naval power. Unde^

the adminiftralion of the g <^ardinal Richelieu, France

was fo weak in this xefpe^l, ..•. this high-fpirited minifter

was forced, in very preHing terms, to fulicit a/fiftance from

the Swedes ^ ; and, even in this reign, the prote£lQr Cram-

well, had (hewn the utmoft contempt for the French power

at fea. To fpeak the truth, it was our wars with the

Dutch, in the reign of king Charles IT. that, as the French

themfelves confefs, gave them firft an opportunity of learn-

ing, at the expence of the maritime powers, what it was

to make a figure on an element with which before they

were

^ Kiftoire militaire du regne de Louis le Grand, par M. le

marquis de Quincy ; hiftoire de France, par P. Daniel, c As to

this tad, we iind it in the cardinal's letters^ vqI. ii. p. 14^1^.
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