
4H ACTS AND PROf'KKDINOS OF THK SFA'ENTKKNTH OKNERAL ASSKMIU.Y

The iimt'nilniont nti ))niiig |»ut to the Hdiist- waH h»8t, hiuI the report of tlie joint Onin-

rnitteo a<h>|)ti<l, und the AsHemhly ordered in terms thereof hb frdlows : The AHsembly

(ipproves of the ehanj^eH propr)siMl, hut finds dilhciilty in their imuuilijite fipphcation ; it is

tlierefore recoininended that tlie changes jiroposi'd l)y the Special Coniniitlee of luHt

AsHembly be adopted, and that thcsy be made at once to apply to the Western Section,

and be again Hubmitted to the Synod of the Maritime Provinces, with the hope that, on

furtJHT lonsideration, tlie Kastern Section may see its way to acce|)t them also.

in regard to Mule Three (.'{), it is specially recommended that it be made to apitly to

all ministers coining on the Funds for the future, and that initil the mxt Assembly it be

left optional with ministers already connected with the Fund to piy under the percentage

plan, or under the saile of payments in the proposi'd change.

It is also recommended that the Asstnubiy instruct the Committee to make such

investigatiemH as will elicit information, to show the probable effect of all ministers already

contiected with the Fund coming undi-r the changed rule : as well as the eM'ect shoidd all

be brought under tlie plan of " DcfL'rred .Annuity- Il;ite " sciteme pro[iipsi'd by the I'resliV-

tery of Toronto ; and repat to next .\sseiid)ly.

The Keports on the Aged and Intirm Ministi;rs' Fund (Western and Kastern Sections)

were then Hmdly adopted, on motion of Mr. Macdonald and Principal fMcKnight.

respei'tively.

StMMEK SKSSION.

The Assembly m>w called for the Report of the Connnittce on a Summer Session fur

Theological Students, which was presented and read by Mr. D. M. (iorJon, and consisted

of a preamVile and r.'commendations. The rej)ort was on motion received.

.\ minority report by himself and other dissentients was presented and read by Pro-

fes.sor Bryce, and was received.

The Assembly agreed to consider the report of the Committee in ihe order of the

ci luses.

The Preamble of the repori. was considered, and adopted as follows : Tiic Committee

to which the Overtures anent Summer Sessions in the Colleges were remitted, with

instructions '• to consider the proposals reccmimended in the Overtures," beg leave to

report that, after lengthened and full delii)i'ration as to how the lack of laViourers in our

Home Mission fields, and especially in the North- West, durini; winter, may l)e l)est

supplied, and how the interests of Theolugica! education and the stand," rd of ministerial

efficiency may be conserved, they find :
—

1. That many of the mission fields are altogether without supply of ordinances during

the winter, and uliat the supply given in many cases, from the scarcity of trained kbourers,

has not been such as to serve the highest interests of the cause of Christ.

JJ. T'.iai-, owing to the fact that all the Colleges have their sessions during the winter

mimths, the scarcity of men has arisen in a large degree from the withdrawal of the students.

'A. That the Presbyteries have thus been compelled either to close up the fields for

the winter or sujjply them by men who have had no definite training, and for whom the

Church has hitherto ])rovided no uniform or ade(iuate scheme of training for the work

intrusted to them.

Therefore the necessities of our nxission fields are such as to recjuire immediate action

on the part of the Assembly to provide labourers, whf) shall be able, with some degree of

efficiency, to do the work which the threat Head of the Church has laid upon us ; and your

Connnittee recommend that action be taken along the following lines.

Mr. Gordon then moved the lirst recommendation of the Report as follows :

—

I. In view of the .serious uitficulties and evils which would attend the establishment

of a Summer Session for Theological students, your Committee cannot recommend that our

present College system be disturbed by introdncing such an arrangement.
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