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loako ranch iloiproveiueLt, bat baviog E>ecared

rr hnm.Htc&d hud pre-c-mptiou, thtty aru luiterinK

iii'dii id, pnttiiiR ia their iiiii» vtntil Chey o«n pe-

I'.di'o tbc piitent of thciir claim», which vhty then
hopi to 8(-ll at larpcly euLaiiCfrt prices. I \m-

hev« thai H <rita b, teriimK niistako to allow un-
married >ai n to ]>TC'-su)|>t I^iid at (ill, »a ouo hnn-
rired »> d n'xty acnH of a homestead was qu\tn
miticicnt 'or ibeir occupation.
Ab I laave previouidy ivfer.rt-d to the tJaiucnEie

NATOBAI. ADVANTAOKa FOU KTOCK KAI8INO

in tbia conatry, I need not gay rauch about ft

now ; but a fartucr who h's worked hard for

eighn nr ten years to clear suffiiiout tueadow and
paatnre lands to fefd an ordinary iiuiDher of

live tto.k.cin ftppreinafcfi the advantage of hav-
ing all this and ruucb laore ready to hU hand
without any JabT on hia part ; and a family
that has p'enty of cows to milk ev-ninij^ and
moraiiiga, will icarcfly e^uSer the pangn oi: hnn
g*r, even when there is little tl-te ia the
lariler. I nm f-orry to fay that I have
Beea uumbera of families living from 150
to 2C0 miles west fre m Winnipeg who hod
not a drop of milk to whiten their black tea, or

a bit of butter to eat with their bread, becau«e
forsooth, tiomebody thought that the N. P. wau
a good thing to encourage settlement in the
North- West, even if it entirely previnted Mon
tana drovers from bringing gooi grade cows ti

the settlers' doors and eellins; them at abou'.

ha'f the price that they uow cost in Winnipeg
The trifling cost of ruadmaking in the North-

Weet, where at certain seasons you can drive a
loaded team almost anywhere you please, may
HHem of no'; much advantage to some people who
hive not bad this difRsulty to contend with ; but

BOADMAKINa
me 1 <o he quite an item in the bill of fare pro-
vided for new settlers in the other provinces.
When 1 was a boy I assisted my father to make a
cordur >y road nearly half a mile loner leading
frnm bis farm to the main road, and I have no
hesitation in faying that there was more work
performed in making thai; bit of road, than was
pel formed in opening and making the more than
2,000 miles of trails travelled over by me last

Humnaer in the North West, excepting the
Pembina Bracch Railway nnd a few miles in

and around Winnipeg.
The good clasa of settlers, especially in the

V/eatern settlements, ia a considerable advan-
tage to those who may wish to locate in that
country ; but I may refer to this more at length
at some other time.

HOnSB BDILOINO AND FSNJB MAKING IN THB
NORTH WiST—A NOVBL MBTHOD OP 8IHKING
P0BT8.

Sib,—In a country where timber is scarce the
erection of houses and fences will always be an
important consideration, e^p^cially to the fir^it

Hettlers ; and perhaps some readers of the Wit-
ness may have a curiosity to learn some*;hiot;

more about the way houDes and fences are built

in Manitoba and the Nortl -West Territory
£ixcept at the Stony MountaiLS, pouth of Rock-
wood, and in the bed of the lied River at St,

Andrews, I did not see in the whole country any-
thing like a quarry from which large quantities
"f limestone could be got for building purposes,
I 8:kW Boma

VBBT OOOD SAHDSTONB QUAUBIES

on the shores and islands of Lake Wianipeg
from which the future city of Selkirk can secure
nn abundant fupply of building and paving
f.tones. The lock which underlies the whola
country c.ousists of svhite limeBtono, but it i eems
to be fio pihclly its mout places as to be unfit for

builclioe purposen, Toere are only a fow ctone
buildiugn ia thu country,, and, excepting the
Pcniteutiavy at Knckwood, they tre all rough
built. Excellent white brick i.^ made from tnn
clay which atxiunrls ia nearly the whole country,
and at eoine future tiiiio brick will be used ex-
tensively both in towns and country places ia the
ccmHCtuctiori of bnildingfl, but hitherto ecarcely
n«iy brick buildings havo been erected, except i.u

W).nnip'K, aud even here ths<re tire not mora
ihar thirty or forty brink houBes, although
there 1* probably twice that iiuuiher of "bricked"
hou-iP'4, Of buildings lined on ths outside with
one thickness of brick. Were it not for the un-
jf.eceBBarily high pricus of brick and the very
high charges of bricklayers for their work, L ick

houses Would be the cheapest s.nd best building*

in the (rreater part of the coiintry. Much the
t greater number of houses in Winnipeg are anialL

(ramo houses, clap-boarded and painted white
on the outside, which, with the white brick and
white ('tone, piv^s them n white appearance,
iitrontrly contrasting with the blank mud j^iave-

luentH. Except in the parii'h of Kildonan, near^

ly r.U I he houses in the country \)lacefi are ot
rude cont iiructinn and rather tmali in tiz:). Ia
many ca:je8 the farmers are

WBLL ABLE TO KBECT KITTEB liniLDINQS,

but are waiting until the railway w opened east-

ward to Lake Superior, wheu lumber will bf

much cheaper than hitherto. In the parts of the
country where moderately large poplar timber is

found,the wallsof the houses are built much on the
same plan as log buildings are i.-\ the eastern

urovinces ; but in a great many places sufficient

large timber cannot be got, except at very great
expense, and the houses are built- on the plan
fhown in the accompanying cut, which repre-

presents a partly completed house of the moat
common efz), twenty four by twenty feot. The
frame consists of two sills and two plbten, each
twenty-four feet long, and as many mt.re of

twenty feet long ; also eight posts ten feet long
-sills, plates and posts being squared to a^>ou6

six inches. There are also fqnare posts about
seven feet long, standing uprinht above the cen-

tre of the end plates to Buppurt the ild^e-pole,

which is usually a round stick of the samelengtit
aa the building, and five or six inches in diame-
ter. Near each end of the ridj^e-pole there ia


