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gular, and a proof of his superior knowledge in fortifica-

tions. He barred the two branches of the river which

formed the island with staccados, or chains of big trees,

linked to one another at their ends by strong rings and

circles of iron. This prevented the English boats from Lake

Champlain to pass the island in the night, to reach Mon-

treal. But for the staccados the island must have been

taken by them before they could proceed any further.

Some Iroquois, of the Five Nations, informed M. de Vau-

dreuil at Montreal, that General Amherst was marching to

invade Canada with a very considerable army by the ra-

pids and Lake Ontario, whilst Greneral Murray had orders

to come up the river with his army from Quebec, and join

Gen. Amherst at Montreal. But they had no knowledge

of a third body of troops, about four thousand men, that

came by Lake Champlain, in the month of July, five weeks

before the arrival of the other two armies at Montreal, and

besieged Isle aux Noix with a very considerable train of

artillery, cannon, mortars, &c., in profusion.

They erected five batteries of guns on the south side of

the river, with a bomb battery, which rendered our

trenches useless, as they had a sight of us everywhere,

back, face and sidew^ays, and so near us that at the south

staccado they killed several of our soldiers by their musket

shots.

The sandy ground protected us from the efiect of their

shells, which they threw upon us in great numbers, with

a continual fire from their gun batteries.

After sixteen days' siege with a most violent cannonade,

without a moment's interruption, M. Nogaire, an ofiicer in

the Eegiment of Royal Roassillon, came to us from Mon-
treal, having crossed directly through the woods, with

some Indians for his guides, with two letters from De
Bougainville, one of which was from him to Vaudreuil,

and the other from M. de Levis. It was a very critical
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