324 Duties of

he hoped to retain the attentien of the
House for & short time that he might pre-
sent & few facts and figures which ke
thought would be somewhat new and in-
testing on this important question now
ler debite, a question which he believ.

4 every hon. member should take a deep
intereet in, aince it involved a further tax-
ation of no less a sum than some three
more millign dollazs, on an already hedviiy
taxed people. He said il was true the
portion of the Tariff and Excise to which
he would especially direct their attention
isa portion somewhat treated with an
amount of levity and indifference that was
somewhat to be regretteéd. Hon. gentle-
mea seemed to be quite indifferent as re
garded taxation on the peaple of this coun-
"ﬁ 80 long as it was placed directly on
what is known as the Spirit and Tobacco
portion of the Tariff, He could not quite
8| with them in this view, he thought
fordes of excessive taxaion to a people
might be arrived at as effectually through
this medium, as by others less pular,
especially as he thought he coultf%leuly
show that the Lower Provinoes of this Do
minion are clearly the sufferers in this
case. By & careful examination of the

dnk}ét‘ paid the several Provinces he found -

seither Nova Scotia or New Brunswick
d more per head on foreign liquors
i Qotario or Quebec.

Usder the head Brandy he found New
Brudswick paid duty last year $97153.72¢
Ontario only $89,274.47. On Geneva New
Brunbwick paid $95,146.86 ; Ontario $34,«
462,11, On whiskey New Brunswick $54,
5$53,60; Ontario, $18,3:1.01. And so on,
and even uniting Quebec and Ontario as
sgainst Nova tootia and New Brunswick,
befouod a vast difference against New
Brungwick and Nova Scotia as any gentle-
man may see by comparing the returns.
He could also point out the large amount
gud into the Excise Department by New

runswigk and Nova Scotia for spirit, &o.,
that isleeching the vitalsout of the West
India trade of those Provinces for Rums of
& superior quality taken by them in return
iﬂlm Hefound also by comparing
the trade returns for United Canada dur.
ing thesix years preceding Confederation
theaverage to be $34,815,465, whereas the
average for the six yeafs sucoeeding Con-
fed namounts t0 an_average ot $163,
436,588, clearly showing that a union with
the Lower Proviucesis no 1oss to the trade
reldtions obtained by Confederation with
New Brun«wick and Nova Scotia. But now
‘he oould bring their attention to a vital
point. Before Confederation it was pro-
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. ric ! He believed,
Y. 8130 paid more on domestic liquors.

Customs. 835
mised to New Brunswick by the promoters
of that scheme that all the advantages of
Union would be given the people, including
the [ntercolonil Railway through that Pro-
vince under no greater taxation to the po-
pulation than eome $3 75 per head, whereas
the present tarift asks from them 26,000,
000 of dollars from 4,000,000 of people, or
in other words $6.50 per head. Might he

not say then, had they not broken faith
with New Brunswick, and at what stage will
this taxation stop, especially in viewof the

fact, that ie well known to all this Domin-
ion, that the present gentlemen who ocoupy
the tressury benches and known in this
country as the great reform party
have obtained power from the delusive
war cry of refrenchment, and the lessening
of taxation if the people would confide in
them that power they so long desired., He
would say no more but allow: this Domini»
on todecide the matier with these gentle-
men. In doing so he frankly thought
they would not - be satisfied with the reas
sons given by them, “That we are not
yot taxed as highly «s the United Btates,
or other countries.” To him this repty,
and poor argument was simply the reply

ot gentlemen who plainly are not states-
me., for to stitesmen the great object
should be to keep this a ohoug eountry
to - live in, and henoe inducs over
taxed people to come and settle amongst
us, and thereby increase eur exchequer
without increasing our individual tax.vion.
Be would farther say the people are de~
ceived, as he geriously believed they ex-
pected a reduction of taxation from these
reform gentlemen instead of an increass.

There is no article on which might be ex<
pected anadvanoe of duty exoept on wines,
and here he would say after several
attempts at tariff making that which they
intended to0 increase they have succeeded
in reducing below every thing that is
reasonable, especially in view of the fact
that wines that will ocost some $4 per
gallon will now ‘only pay sixty oents, if
not got in even at 30cts, whilst the liquors
ot the poor have to contribate to the: re«

venue from one hundred, to one hundred
and fifty per cent. He would further res
mark, that {0 make matters even worse,

and notwithstanding the modest declara~
tion of the hon. Mianister of Agriculture,

who introduced this tariff into this House,
**that the Government took time and pres
pared this measure with great care,” he
was of opinion that this wine duty, after
all their care and hatching, oannot:be 0ol.
lected without involving more expense in
doing so than the whole thing is worth,
He would simply ask the Government how



