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The Address

Was there a question attached to this or was it just a heckle? 
Apparently there was no question.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): The question or the 
comment came originally from the member for Hamilton— 
Wentworth.

There are a few minutes left in questions and comments. The 
hon. member for Durham.

Mr. Alex Shepherd (Durham): Mr. Speaker, I liked the 
presentation from the member for Swift Current—Maple 
Creek—Assiniboia.

I note he mentions in his dissertation the debt structure of 
Canada. I note the provincial debt of Saskatchewan is one of the 
highest per capita in this country. It seems to me that did not 
occur with the auspices of any Liberal support.

Also, I am very concerned about the aspect of cutting expen­
ditures. I think everyone in this country wants to do that. I note 
one of the biggest expenditures that we have currently is 
subsidies to grain farmers. I would like to know what the hon. 
member’s orientation is to that.

The roots of my constituents run deep into the history of 
Canada. Cumberland—Colchester contributed two Fathers of 
Confederation, Sir Charles Tupper and Sir Adams George 
Archibald. Sir Charles served Canada briefly as Prime Minister. 
My home town of Truro is the birthplace of that outstanding 
Canadian, Robert Stanfield.

Cumberland—Colchester contributed many of its young men 
in service and in many cases ultimate sacrifice for Canada in two 
world wars. Many veterans of the North Nova Highlanders were 
in that historic assault that began the liberation of western 
Europe a half century ago. Fort Cumberland, the first historic 
site one sees as one crosses into Nova Scotia from New 
Brunswick, has witnessed clashed between many nations. The 
early struggles were between the Micmac nation and British 
settlers. The treaty of 1752 finally brought peace and one of 
Nova Scotia’s principal Micmac communities, Millbrook, is 
adjacent to Truro today.

In 1755, the Acadians, Cumberland—Colchester’s first Euro­
pean settlers were forced into exile because they would not 
swear allegiance to the British crown during the seven years war 
with France. Some of the Acadian families through great 
diligence ultimately did return. Many of their present day 
descendants farm along the Minas basin in the communities of 
Joggins and Minudie. The famous dykes the 17th century 
ancestors built to reclaim salt marshland are still in place today, 
protecting farmland from incursions of the sea. Just over 20 
years later, we had more civil unrest at Fort Cumberland when 
Colonel Jonathan Eddy of the continental army tried to foment 
an uprising on behalf of the American revolution among the 
New England settlers who replaced the French Acadians. If 
Eddy had succeeded, and he might very well have, Canada today 
would not have an Atlantic coast.

Mr. Morrison: Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon. member for his 
comments. The Reform Party is on record as wanting to phase 
out all subsidies to all sectors of the economy, including grain 
farmers, but only in a step-by-step program with everyone else. 
There is hardly anyone in this country, probably including me, if 
I look back far enough, who is not getting a subsidy. I would 
suspect almost every member in this House if they have private 
business interests is getting a subsidy of some sort. We are 
opposed to that.

An hon. member: Speak for yourself.

As well, Cumberland—Colchester has many black citizens 
with a long, rich history. Some of their ancestors helped build 
the Halifax Citadel as freed men from Jamaica. History knows 
them as the Maroons. Others came back later as black loyalists 
and still others came on the underground railway as fugitive 
slaves. Since Truro became an important railway junction many 
blacks settled in the town as railway workers.
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Mr. Morrison: Check it out carefully, sir. I think the hon. 
member will find that we are all on the take, not because we want 
to be but because this is the way the system has grown. This 
monster has been created.

Some hon. members: Oh, oh.
As I travel through my constituency from the coastal commu­

nities of Pugwash, Wallace, Parrsboro and Advocate to the 
larger centres of Springhill, Truro and Amherst, the land is as 
diverse as its people. Its rich history is exhibited in the culture of 
its people and the beauty of the landscape. It is this land and 
these people that I love so much. I have a heartfelt thank you for 
each one of them for the honour and privilege of representing 
them in this magnificent House.

Mr. Rideout: Ask him to withdraw. That is shameful.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): I regret I did not hear the 
comments of the member for Swift Current—Maple Creek—As­
siniboia. I would ask for the co-operation of all members that if 
they want to seek the floor they do so on a point of order.

The time has expired.

Mrs. Dianne Brushett (Cumberland—Colchester): Mr. 
Speaker, I am honoured that I have been asked today to rise in 
this House on behalf of my constituents in Cumberland—Col­
chester.

For many of my constituents the last 10 years have been the 
crudest decade. They have witnessed a continuous erosion of 
government services that are basic needs to our rural lifestyle. 
Small communities across Canada, battered by economic


