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The Address

next month about a series of projects based upon existing 
organizations that are prepared to collaborate and help—
[Translation]

—throughout the country—
[English]

—in every single part and region.

Our red book also put forward a very clear proposal for a 
program of apprenticeship. We believe one of the real failures of 
our present system is that it does not address people during the 
most vulnerable periods: children before they go to school, 
young people when they leave school and go into the workplace. 
That is why the internship program, as I prefer to call it, is 
designed to make that possible.

Again we have been meeting constantly with a wide variety of 
private sector groups throughout this country to see if we can 
bring them in as part of a broad-based program for young people 
to acquire on the job skills with the co-operation of the 
employers, government and the educational systems.
[Translation]

I said that to my colleagues on the other side of this House. 
That is why we must have a national program, because we are 
sharing the responsibility among all groups, regions and sectors 
in Canada.

cannot tinker away at one little program after another. That was 
the problem during the last 10 years. The government was 
constantly bringing in amendments and changes to unemploy
ment insurance or the Canada Assistance Plan.

Who knows this better than the leader of the opposition who 
was a member of the government that was always changing 
social programs when he was a member of that government. He 
would recognize now that it was a mistake to do it that way. We 
must do it in a broad comprehensive way.

We must also do it in a way that is transparent and public. The 
time has come that we can no longer have private agendas. That 
is why it is the commitment of this government to ensure that in 
the reform of our social security system, our programs on 
training and employment, social assistance and the unemploy
ment insurance and student aid, the place for decision and 
discussion will be here in Parliament.

This will be the place where the decisions and dialogue take 
place. This will be the place where Canadians have the opportu
nity to express their views and be heard. I hear members 
opposite say that we must make Parliament important and that 
they have all kinds of mechanical solutions. The real way to 
make Parliament important is to discuss important things in 
Parliament and make sure that Canadians see that this is the 
place where the vital interests of their lives will be discussed, 
debated and decided. That is why the fundamental right of social 
security will be a primary issue of this House over the next year. 
You have our commitment on that.

We also must make sure that the proposals, solutions and 
ideas that we have are Canadian-made. We have taken great 
pride in this country over the years. We have made real progress.
[Translation]

Contrary to the comments made by the hon. member for 
Mercier, we have made much progress for the elderly. We have 
increased old age security and the progress made in our country 
results from the efforts made by the federal government and the 
provinces.
[English]

That is a real accomplishment.

We have also been able to say to our young people in large part 
that we provided good opportunities for education. We have 
provided a real fundamental security foundation during times of 
recession.

Now the times have changed and we must change with them. 
We must change our programs. We must begin to look at 
Canadian-made solutions. One constant irritation I had sitting 
on the opposite side over the last nine or ten years was when 
ministers of the crown at that time would bring in solutions to 
economic problems that they had borrowed from somebody 
else. They were always using somebody else’s model, somebody 
else’s idea and somebody else’s ideology. It is time once again 
that Canadians were responsible for designing a social security
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That is not a problem only for them, but for all Canadians, and 
we need the co-operation of all sectors, all regions, and every
one.
[English]

I simply want to signal that in these efforts to target our young 
people particularly it is the beginning of a much broader 
approach. That is because we see that we must provide our 
young people with a virtual guarantee of work, training or 
education. The world of work has changed so dramatically and 
so radically that we can no longer expect that a formal education 
for the first 16 years is enough. We must become a learning 
society that enables young people and adults alike to constantly 
recycle their skills and recycle their aptitudes so they can meet 
the new world of work with competence and vigour.

When we talk about reform of the social security net that is 
why it also must include serious discussions of training and 
education as supplied at the federal level. It must be linked with 
unemployment insurance and it must be linked up with social 
assistance plans. These are not separate programs. These are not 
stove pipes that spew smoke into the air. They are all linked 
together so that we can provide a total fabric of opportunity, of 
basic standards at which people exist.

That is why one of the first principles of our reform is that it 
must be comprehensive. We cannot cherry pick any more. We


