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[Translation]
HISTORIC EVENTS

FOUR HUNDRED AND FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF JACQUES
CARTIER’S FIRST VOYAGE TO CANADA

Mr. Alexandre Cyr (Gaspé): Mr. Speaker, I wish to call the
attention of the House and all Canadian men and women to a
series of events which will commemorate the 450th Anniver-
sary of Jacques Cartier’s first voyage to Canada. Mr. Speaker,
you are certainly aware that the Right Hon. Prime Minister of
Canada (Mr. Trudeau) is now in Saint-Malo, the French port
from which Jacques Cartier sailed on his historic voyage. It is
on July 26, 1534, on the shores of Gaspé, that American
Indians welcomed for the first time this courageous navigator
and his men. There, in several towns and villages, ceremonies
will take place this summer to commemorate this major event
in the history of our great and beautiful country. A most
spectacular show will be the getting together of the tall ships
which is scheduled to take place in the Bay of Gaspé June 17
to 20. An equally awe-inspiring display will take place on July
24 to commemorate the 450th Anniversary of Jacques Car-
tier’s arrival in Gaspé.

Through its job creation programs, the subsidies provided by
the Hon. Secretary of State (Mr. Joyal), as well as those
provided by the Hon. Minister for Supply and Services (Mr.
Charles Lapointe) who is responsible for these 1984 celebra-
tions, as well as the assistance of several other departments,
the Government of Canada is contributing over $1.5 million to
the success of these celebrations. Celebrations on such a large
scale have never taken place there. We are therefore looking
forward to seeing you all in the Gaspé area, the cradle of
Canada.

[English]
TOURISM

IMPOSITION OF TAX ON UNITED STATES TOURIST
LITERATURE—CONSEQUENCES FOR CANADA

Mr. Girve Fretz (Erie): Mr. Speaker, a 9 per cent sales tax
is imposed on tourist material imported to Canada from the
United States. It now appears that this will have serious
repercussions on the tourist industry in Canada, especially in
the area of our promotion in the U.S.A. Since Revenue
Canada has decided to uphold its decision to impose the tax, it
now appears that a Bill may be passed in Congress to impose a
similar tax on Canadian literature entering the United States.

It would seem appropriate that the Minister of State for
Small Businesses and Tourism (Mr. Smith) should make
strong representations to his Cabinet colleagues with a view to
repealing the tax imposed on literature entering Canada.
Otherwise, similar legislation in the United States will not only
nullify the effect of our legislation, but cause financial hard-
ship to those who make their living by promoting this country
in the United States. If these people decide to pull out, there
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could be a great loss of tourist business in Canada. This will
push the unemployment figures higher. Tourism is labour
intensive. We need an atmosphere that is conducive to creating
jobs, jobs, jobs for Canadians.

* * %

[Translation]
VETERANS AFFAIRS

REQUEST THAT PRISONER OF WAR COMPENSATION FOR DIEPPE
VETERANS BE REVISED

Mr. Gérald Laniel (Beauharnois-Salaberry): Mr. Speaker,
considering the various representations made in the past by the
Dieppe prisoners of war who were kept in chains for 18 months
and were subjected to every kind of bad treatment, such as
undernourishment and unsanitary living conditions, and who
were held in captivity for 36 months; considering that a
number of them demonstrated on Parliament Hill at noon
today, the 40th anniversary of D-Day, when Canadian troops
landed in Normandy; for all those reasons, I think that the
Government should review the scale of compensation
automatically paid to former prisoners of war in Europe, which
now ranges from 10 to 20 per cent, and increase to at least 30
per cent or more the compensation paid to former Dieppe pris-
oners of war who were involved in a very ill-conceived military
operation which proved to be the worst fiasco of World War
1k

* * *
[English]
FISHERIES
PROPOSED INQUIRY INTO IMPACT OF ALCAN PROJECT IN
BRITISH COLUMBIA

Mr. Jim Fulton (Skeena): Mr. Speaker, earlier this year the
Department of Fisheries and Oceans held meetings in various
locations in British Columbia to hear the views of the public
on Alcan’s Kemano II Project. It was clear beyond a reason-
able doubt that the affected public want a full public inquiry.
This has been reported to the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans
(Mr. De Bané) by his own officials.

Last week, following discussions with the Minister of Fisher-
ies and Oceans, he agreed with me that a full public inquiry
under the Federal Inquiries Act is warranted. His officials
have contacted me regarding the drawing up of terms of
reference, structure of the inquiry itself, costs of the inquiry,
level of intervenor funding, access to intervenor funding,
expected duration of the process, and implementation of the
inquiry. They have now asked publicly for suggestions for a
chairperson.

In light of the fact that the Province of British Columbia
has offered an unreasonably inadequate process to evaluate the
benefits, impacts, and alternatives for power supply to new
aluminum smelters which are widely supported in northern



