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Wby does he rernain Sa silent? Tbat is sorne-
tbing the people of Canada want ta know.
I think if be and the president a! the Liberal
federation would spend a little more time
listening ta this debate, they wouid learn
something about the problems faced by the
unemployed people today. I also suggest ta
members o! the cabinet that if they would
spend less time in their aak-panelled offices
and wauld ga ta the cities and towns wbere
unemployment is a prablem today, they would
learn firsthand some of the problems being
faced by Canadians who are undergoing very
seriaus conditions at this time.

As has been outlined in the house earlier,
in cities like Toronto, men are having ta
leave their f amulies s0 that their families
can get relief. That is a fine state of affairs.
Yet the Prime Minister does not deign ta
stand up and autline a policy ta meet the
problem. As I said, when things are going
well, the Prime Minister is only toa glad ta
make speeches. He made one in Quebec
city an September 18 last which I do nat
need ta paraphrase because I bave his exact
words here. At page 25 of a copy o! bis
speech issued by his office I find the following:

In a country such as ours, there should be work
for everybody. If we cannot manage the national
economy in such a way that there is work for
everybody, then we are incompetent.

Today, Mr. Speaker, there are more than
600,000 unemployed Canadians wha are living
proof that the Prime Minister and the govern-
ment are incompetent. When yau have, nat
orily a government that is incampetent, but
alsa the admission by uts leader in his own
wards, nat mine, that it is incompetent, then
there is only one honourable alternative for
that gavernrnent ta adopt, and that is ta
resign.

It is obviaus, and has been for a long time,
that the only way a solution for the imme-
diate problemn of no jobs and no unemploy-
ment insurance benefits for tbausands of
Canadians today can be f ound is ta cail an
immediate conference with the provinces ta
work out haw relief costs can be shared and
public works can be increased ta provide
jobs.

A later conference, the agenda of which
will be settled an April 26, shauld deal with
a long-range plan ta create conditions within
the country which wili attract the establish-
ment of additional secondary industry in
Canada, ta process far mare of aur primary
praducts than we do today. This is the best
potential means we have available ta us a!
providing jobs on a permanent and productive
basis.

In the meantime, the Minister of Finance
(Mr. Harris) can do two things wbich will
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materially increase jobs for ail Canadians.
First of ail, when he brings bis budget down
next Tuesday night, he should reduce the
high commodity taxes that are adding Sa,
much to the cost of the goods we have to sel
today, and are making it increasingly difficuit
ta seil these goods, both here and abroad.
This reduction in commodity taxes would flot
necessarily mean a reductian in total tax
revenue, as was made very evident in the
case af the cigarette tax a couple of years
ago. The greater number of products wbich
will be sold, because their prices wiil be
more acceptable to a great many more people,
multiplied by the lower unit tax, wii prob-
ably equal or even exceed the present total
tax revenue.

The second tbing which the Minister o!
Finance can do is ta reduce today's high
incarne taxes, which are making it increas-
ingly difflcult for Canadians ta buy consumer
goods. Once again, a reduction in the incarne
tax daes nat; necessarily mean a reduction in
the total incarne tax revenue because, by
making it possible for more people ta buy
more goods, it will make it possible ta employ
more peaple manufacturing these gaods, and
these people wiil be earning incarnes an which
they will be paying incarne tax instead of
drawing on the gavernment for unemploy-
ment insurance benefits, or for relief. In
addition, the increased quantity of goods
wbich we would seil by taking this measure
would again increase the commadity tax total.

The Minîster of Finance bas witbin bis
power the passibility of greatly increasing
tbe number of jobs available ta Canadians.
By taking the twa steps wbich I bave recarn-
mended, I do flot believe be wrnl reduce by
one cent his total tax revenue.

Now, Mr. Speaker, i answer ta questions
which have been put ta him. i tbis hause
cancerning unernployment, the Prime Minister
has tried ta make the people believe that the
prelirninary conference wbich this govern-
ment has called for April 26 will deal with
taday's critical unemployment problern. The
Prime Minister knows that nothing is further
frorn the truth, because that conference ta be
held an April 26 is nothing more or less than
a planning conference wbich wiil arrange
the agenda for the later conference ta deal
with dominion-provincial problerns. The
conference ta be held on April 26 will flot
deal with unernployment. The purpose o! it
is simply ta discuas whether or not unemploy-
ment wrnl be an the agenda of the later
conference.

Now, the Prime Minister knows that qulte
well, but stiil he has pretended that the
solution ta the present critical unemployment


